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VISIONS OF PRECARITY IN JAPANESE POPULAR CULTURE AND LITERATURE
The messenger wished him joy of the bath and exceeded in doing him worship. Then he said to him, "The king biddeth thee in weal." (82)

"Hearkening and obedience," answered El Abbas and accompanied the messenger to the king's palace..Then they drank till they were drunken, and

when they had taken leave [of their wits], the host turned to me and said, "Thou dealtest not friendly with him who sought an alms of thee and thou

saidst to him, 'How loathly thou art!'" I considered him and behold, he was the lophand who had accosted me in my pleasaunce. So I said, "O my

lord, what is this thou sayest?" And he answered, saying, "Wait; thou shall remember it." So saying, he shook his head and stroked his beard, whilst

I sat down for fear. Then he put out his hand to my veil and shoes and laying them by his side, said to me, "Sing, O accursed one!" So I sang till I

was weary, whilst they occupied themselves with their case and intoxicated themselves and their heat redoubled. (136) Presently, the doorkeeper

came to me and said, "Fear not, O my lady; but, when thou hast a mind to go, let me know." Quoth I, "Thinkest thou to delude me?" And he said,

"Nay, by Allah! But I have compassion on thee for that our captain and our chief purposeth thee no good and methinketh he will slay thee this

night." Quoth I to him, "An thou be minded to do good, now is the time." And he answered, saying, "When our chief riseth to do his occasion and

goeth to the draught-house, I will enter before him with the light and leave the door open; and do thou go whithersoever thou wilt.".? ? ? ? ? Why to

estrangement and despite inclin'st thou with the spy? Yet that a bough (14) from side to side incline (15) small wonder 'twere..? ? ? ? ? None, by

Allah, 'mongst all creatures, none I love save thee alone! Yea, for I am grown thy bondman, by the troth betwixt us plight..80. The Schoolmaster

who fell in Love by Report dclxv.Meanwhile the messenger had reached the opposite camp with the news of Tuhfeh's deliverance, whereat the

Sheikh Aboultawaif rejoiced and bestowed on the bringer of good tidings a sumptuous dress of honour and made him commander over a company

of the Jinn. Then they fell upon Meimoun's troops and destroyed them to the last man; and when they came to Meimoun, they found that he had

slain himself and was even as we have said. Presently Kemeriyeh and her sister [Wekhimeh] came up to their grandfather and told him what they

had done; whereupon he came to Tuhfeh and saluted her and gave her joy of her deliverance. Then he delivered Meimoun's palace to Selheb and

took all the former's riches and gave them to Tuhfeh, whilst the troops encamped upon the Crescent Mountain. Moreover, the Sheikh Aboultawaif

said to Tuhfeh, 'Blame me not,' and she kissed his hands. As they were thus engaged, there appeared to them the tribes of the Jinn, as they were

clouds, and Queen Es Shuhba flying in their van, with a drawn sword in her hand..? ? ? ? ? How many, in Yemameh, (64) dishevelled widows

plain! How many a weakling orphan unsuccoured doth remain,.? ? ? ? ? Leave rhyming, madman that thou art, lest, bound upon the cross, Thou thy

presumption in the stead of abjectness repent..When the king heard this story, he said, "How like is this to our own case!" Then he bade the vizier

retire to his lodging; so he withdrew to his house and on the morrow he abode at home [till the king should summon him to his presence.].Presently

up came the kings of the Jinn from every side and kissed the earth before the queen and stood in her service; and she thanked them for this, but

stirred not for one of them. Then came the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis (God curse him!) and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'O my lady, may I not

be bereft of these steps!' (229) O Sheikh Aboultawalf,' answered she, 'it behoveth thee to thank the bounty of the Lady Tuhfeh, who was the cause

of my coming.' 'True,' answered he and kissed the earth. Then the queen fared on [towards the palace] and there [arose and] alighted upon the trees

an hundred thousand birds of various colours. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'How many are these birds!' And Queen Wekhimeh said to her, 'Know, O my sister,

that this queen is called Queen Es Shuhba and that she is queen over all the Jinn from East to West. These birds that thou seest are of her troops,

and except they came in this shape, the earth would not contain them. Indeed, they came forth with her and are present with her presence at this

circumcision. She will give thee after the measure of that which hath betided thee (230) from the first of the festival to the last thereof; and indeed

she honoureth us all with her presence.'.90. The Apples of Paradise dclxxvi.Then the king summoned the cadi and the witnesses and bade them

many the old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they married them, after the king had made a bride-feast three days and displayed their

brides to them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two princes went in to their brides and did away their maidenhead and loved them and were

vouchsafed children by them..94. The King and the Virtuous Wife cccciv.? ? ? ? ? u. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma

dxcvii.Officer's Story, The Fifth, ii. 144..? ? ? ? ? A good it is to have one's loved ones ever near,.? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment clad, by thee the stars

of heaven are shamed And in amaze the full moon stares to see thy goodlihead..Presently, his friends and acquaintances among the merchants and

people of the market began to come up to him, by ones and twos, to give him joy, and said to him, laughing, "God's blessing on thee! Where an the

sweetmeats? Where is the coffee? (262) It would seem thou hast forgotten us; surely, the charms of the bride have disordered thy reason and taken

thy wit, God help thee! Well, well; we give thee joy, we give thee joy." And they made mock of him, whilst he gave them no answer and was like

to tear his clothes and weep for vexation. Then they went away from him, and when it was the hour of noon, up came his mistress, trailing her

skirts and swaying in her gait, as she were a cassia-branch in a garden. She was yet more richly dressed and adorned and more bewitching (263) in

her symmetry and grace than on the previous day, so that she made the passers stop and stand in ranks to look on her..? ? ? ? ? That I am the pledge

of passion still and that my longing love And eke my yearning do overpass all longing that was aye..79. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman

cccxci.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine enemy!.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. Story of the Envier and the Envied

(225) xiii.Now the king's son was playing in the exercise-ground with the ball and the mall, and the stone lit on his ear and cut it off, whereupon the

prince fell down in a swoon. So they enquired who had thrown the stone and [finding that it was Bihkerd,] took him and carried him before the
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prince, who bade put him to death. Accordingly, they cast the turban from his head and were about to bind his eyes, when the prince looked at him

and seeing him cropped of an ear, said to him, 'Except thou wert a lewd fellow, thine ear had not been cut off.' 'Not so, by Allah!' answered

Bihkerd. 'Nay, but the story [of the loss] of my ear is thus and thus, and I pardoned him who smote me with an arrow and cut off my ear.' When the

prince heard this, he looked in his face and knowing him, cried out and said, 'Art thou not Bihkerd the king?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the prince said

to him 'What bringeth thee here?' So he told him all that had betided him and the folk marvelled and extolled the perfection of God the Most

High..? ? ? ? ? Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted, sore afraid, For the spy knows the secret whereof I do complain..There was once, of old days

and in bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, a king mighty of estate, lord of understanding and beneficence and

liberality and generosity, and he was strong of sultanate and endowed with might and majesty and magnificence. His name was Ins ben Cais ben

Rebiya es Sheibani, (47) and when he took horse, there rode unto him [warriors] from the farthest parts of the two Iraks. (48) God the Most High

decreed that he should take to wife a woman hight Afifeh, daughter of Ased es Sundusi, who was endowed with beauty and grace and brightness

and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry; her face was like unto the new moon and she had eyes as they were gazelle's eyes and an

aquiline nose like the crescent moon. She had learned horsemanship and the use of arms and had thoroughly studied the sciences of the Arabs;

moreover, she had gotten by heart all the dragomanish (49) tongues and indeed she was a ravishment to mankind..Then he went away, whilst the

fire was loosed in the heart of the druggist and he shut his shop and betaking himself to his house, knocked at the door. Quoth the singer, 'Let me

get into the chest, for he saw me not yesterday.' 'Nay,' answered she, 'wrap thyself up in the rug.' So he wrapped himself up in the rug and stood in a

corner of the room, whilst the druggist entered and went straight to the chest, but found it empty. Then he went round about the house and searched

it from top to bottom, but found nothing and no one and abode between belief and disbelief, and said in himself, 'Belike, I suspect my wife of that

which is not in her.' So he was certified of her innocence and returned to his shop, whereupon out came the singer and they abode on their former

case, as of wont, till eventide, when she gave him one of her husband's shirts and he took it and going away, passed the night in his lodging..6.

Story of the Hunchback xxv.'There was once, of old time, a hawk who made himself a nest hard by that of a locust, and the latter gloried in his

neighbourhood and betaking herself to him, saluted him and said, "O my lord and chief of the birds, indeed the nearness unto thee delighteth me

and thou honourest me with thy neighbourhood and my soul is fortified with thee." The hawk thanked her for this and there ensued friendship

between them. One day, the locust said to the hawk, "O chief of the birds, how cometh it that I see thee alone, solitary, having with thee no friend

of thy kind of the birds, to whom thou mayst incline in time of easance and of whom thou mayst seek succour in time of stress? Indeed, it is said,

'Man goeth about seeking the ease of his body and the preservation of his strength, and in this there is nought more necessary to him than a friend

who shall be the completion of his gladness and the mainstay of his life and on whom shall be his dependence in his stress and in his ease.' Now I,

albeit I ardently desire thy weal in that which beseemeth thy condition, yet am I weak [and unable] unto that which the soul craveth; but, if thou

wilt give me leave, I will seek out for thee one of the birds who shall be conformable unto thee in thy body and thy strength." And the hawk said, "I

commit this to thee and rely upon thee therein.".As he was thus, behold, Aamir called out to him and said, "O my lord, come to my help, or I am a

dead man!" So El Abbas went up to him and found him cast down on his back and chained with four chains to four pickets of iron. He loosed his

bonds and said to him, "Go before me, O Aamir." So he fared on before him a little, and presently they looked, and behold, horsemen making to

Zuheir's succour, to wit, twelve thousand cavaliers, with Sehl ben Kaab in their van, mounted upon a jet-black steed. He charged upon Aamir, who

fled from him, then upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir, cleave fast to my horse and guard my back." Aamir did as he bade him, whereupon El

Abbas cried out at the folk and falling upon them, overthrew their braves and slew of them nigh two thousand cavaliers, whilst not one of them

knew what was to do nor with whom he fought. Then said one of them to other, "Verily, the king is slain; so with whom do we wage war? Indeed

ye flee from him; so do ye enter under his banners, or not one of you will be saved.".Then he could brook this no longer; so he went forth from the

dominions of the Commander of the Faithful, under pretence of visiting certain of his kinsmen, and took with him servant nor companion, neither

acquainted any with his intent, but betook himself to the road and fared on into the desert and the sandwastes, knowing not whither he went. After

awhile, he fell in with travellers intending for the land of Hind [and journeyed with them]. When he came thither, he lighted down [in a city of the

cities of the land and took up his abode] in one of the lodging-places; and there he abode a while of days, tasting not food neither solacing himself

with the delight of sleep; nor was this for lack of dirhems or dinars, but for that his mind was occupied with musing upon [the reverses of] destiny

and bemoaning himself for that the revolving sphere had turned against him and the days had decreed unto him the disfavour of our lord the Imam.

(160).Now the man who had stolen the clothes and forged a lie against the pious woman, pretending that he was her lover, sickened of a sore

sickness, and his people took him up and set out with him to visit the holy woman, and Destiny brought them all together by the way. So they fared

on, till they came to the city wherein the man dwelt for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems, to deliver him from torment, and found him about

to travel to her, by reason of a sickness that had betided him. So they all fared on together, unknowing that the holy woman was she whom they had

so foully wronged, and ceased not going till they came to her city and foregathered at the gates of her palace, to wit, that wherein was the tomb of

the king's daughter..The king marvelled, he and his company, and praised God the Most High for that he had come thither; after which he turned to

the eunuch and said to him, 'What is this youth thou hast with thee?' 'O king,' answered he, 'this is the son of a nurse who belonged to us and we left

him little. I saw him to-day and his mother said to me, 'Take him with thee.' So I brought him with me, that he might be a servant to the king, for
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that he is an adroit and quickwitted youth.' Then the king fared on, he and his company, and the eunuch and the youth with them, what while he

questioned the former of Belehwan and his dealing with his subjects, and he answered, saying, 'As thy head liveth, O king, the folk with him are in

sore straits and not one of them desireth to look on him, gentle or simple.'.So the king bade fetch the old man and he came and stood before the

Sultan, who showed him the two pearls. Quoth he, 'As for this one, it is worth a thousand dinars.' And the king said, 'So saith its owner.' 'But for

this other,' continued the old man, 'it is worth but five hundred.' The folk laughed and marvelled at his saying, and the merchant, [the owner of the

second pearl], said to him, 'How can this, which is greater of bulk and purer of water and more perfect of rondure, be less of worth than that?' And

the old man answered, 'I have said what is with me.' (208) Then said the king to him, 'Indeed, the outward appearance thereof is like unto that of the

other pearl; why then is it worth but the half of its price?' 'Yes,' answered the old man, '[its outward resembleth the other]; but its inward is corrupt.'

'Hath a pearl then an outward and an inward?' asked the merchant, and the old man said, 'Yes. In its inward is a boring worm; but the other pearl is

sound and secure against breakage.' Quoth the merchant, 'Give us a token of this and prove to us the truth of thy saying.' And the old man

answered, 'We will break the pearl. If I prove a, liar, here is my head, and if I speak truth, thou wilt have lost thy pearl.' And the merchant said, 'I

agree to that.' So they broke the pearl and it was even as the old man had said, to wit, in its midst was a boring worm..Now the woman was in a

chest and two youths of the pages of the late king, who were now in the new king's service, were those who had been charged with the guardianship

of the vessel and the goods. When the evening evened on them, the two youths fell a-talking and recounted that which had befallen them in their

days of childhood and the manner of the going forth of their father and mother from their country and royal estate, whenas the wicked overcame

their land, and [called to mind] how they had gone astray in the forest and how fate had made severance between them and their parents; brief, they

recounted their story, from beginning to end. When the woman heard their talk, she knew that they were her very sons and cried out to them from

the chest, saying, 'I am your mother such an one, and the token between you and me is thus and thus.' The young men knew the token and falling

upon the chest, broke the lock and brought out their mother, who strained them to her breast, and they fell upon her and swooned away, all

three..THE MERCHANT OF CAIRO AND THE FAVOURITE OF THE KHALIF EL MAMOUN EL HAKIM BI AMRILLAH. (180).? ? ? ? ?

All, all, for thy sweet sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and those akin to me that hight.The Twenty-Third Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ?

Indeed, mine eyelids still with tears are ulcered and to you My bowels yearn to be made whole of all their pain and heat..? ? ? ? ? The camel-leader

singing came with the belov'd; our wish Accomplished was and we were quit of all the railers' prate..Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him to me, for

indeed thou describest to me a masterful man." (76) And he answered, saying, "By Allah, O my lord, hadst thou but seen our case with Hudheifeh,

what while he challenged me to the field of war and the stead of thrusting and smiting and I held back from doing battle with him! Then, whenas I

thought to go forth to him, behold, a cavalier gave loose to his bridle-rein and called out to me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me to fill thy room

in waging war with him and I will ransom thee with myself?' And I said, 'By Allah, O youth, whence cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This is no time for

thy questions.'" Then he recounted to the king all that had passed between himself and El Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth Ins ben Cais,

"Bring him to me in haste, so we may learn his tidings and question him of his case." "It is well," answered Saad, and going forth of the king's

presence, repaired to his own house, where he put off his harness of war and took rest for himself..As for the merchant, he bought him a sheep and

slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed birds and [other] meats of various kinds and colours and bought dessert and sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then

he repaired to El Abbas and conjured him to accept of his hospitality and enter his house and eat of his victual. The prince consented to his wishes

and went with him till they came to his house, when the merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered and saw a goodly house, wherein was a

handsome saloon, with a vaulted estrade. When he entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had made ready food and dessert and perfumes,

such as overpass description; and indeed he had adorned the table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk and rose-water upon the food.

Moreover, he had smeared the walls of the saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood abroach therein..? ? ? ? ? m. The

Thirteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.? ? ? ? ? A sun [is my love;] but his heat in mine entrails still rageth, concealed; A moon, in the hearts of the

folk he riseth, and not in the sky..?OF CLEMENCY..So Kemeriyeh cried out to an Afrit of the Afrits and a calamity of the calamities, (240) by

name El Ased et Teyyar, (241) and said to him, 'Go with my message to the Crescent Mountain, the abiding-place of Meimoun the Sworder, and

enter in to him and salute him in my name and say to him, "How canst thou be assured for thyself, O Meimoun? (242) Couldst thou find none on

whom to vent thy drunken humour and whom to maltreat save Tuhfeh, more by token that she is a queen? But thou art excused, for that thou didst

this not but of thine intoxication, and the Shekh Aboultawaif pardoneth thee, for that thou wast drunken. Indeed, thou hast outraged his honour; but

now restore her to her palace, for that she hath done well and favoured us and done us service, and thou knowest that she is presently our queen.

Belike she may bespeak Queen Es Shuhba, whereupon the matter will be aggravated and that wherein there is no good will betide. Indeed, thou

wilt get no tittle of profit [from this thine enterprise]; verily, I give thee good counsel, and so peace be on thee!"'.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the fire of

passion flamed in my breast, with tears, Upon the day of wailing, to quench it I was fain..Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were glad

and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed and that the king had not put her to death and exulting in that, [as they

deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again burden himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city.

Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary story, and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and

notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and nights, what while the king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the end
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of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of

this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from that which he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy,

wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up their abode therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant

in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my

friend related to me.".When El Abbas had made an end of his verses, his father said to him, "I seek refuge for thee with God, O my son! Hast thou

any want unto which thou availest not, so I may endeavour for thee therein and lavish my treasures in quest thereof?" "O father mine," answered El

Abbas, "I have, indeed, an urgent want, on account whereof I came forth of my native land and left my people and my home and exposed myself to

perils and stresses and became an exile from my country, and I trust in God that it may be accomplished by thine august endeavour." "And what is

thy want?" asked the king. Quoth El Abbas, "I would have thee go and demand me in marriage Mariyeh, daughter of the King of Baghdad, for that

my heart is distraught with love of her." And he recounted to his father his story from first to last..Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir

Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the, ii. 117..?OF THE ADVANTAGES OF PATIENCE..Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a

melting wight, iii. 86..He lay the rest of the night in one of the ruins, and when he arose in the morning, he said, 'None is to blame. I sought my own

good, and he is no fool who seeketh good for himself; and the druggist's wife also sought good for herself; but destiny overcometh precaution and

there remaineth no abiding for me in this town.' So he went forth from the city. Nor (added the vizier) is this story, extraordinary though it be, more

extraordinary than that of the king and his son and that which bedded them of wonders and rarities.".Meanwhile, they carried the damsel into the

Commander of the Faithful and she pleased him; so he assigned her a lodging of the apartments of choice. She abode in the palace, eating not

neither drinking and ceasing not from weeping night nor day, till, one night, the Khalif sent for her to his sitting-chamber and said to her, "O Sitt el

Milah, be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I will make thy rank higher than [any of] the concubines and thou shall see that which shall rejoice

thee." She kissed the earth and wept; whereupon the Khalif called for her lute and bade her sing. So she improvised and sang the following verses,

in accordance with that which was in her heart:.On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer

ben Yehya the Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to

Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the

markets and khans and caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented

himself before the Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready

letters to Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of

Damascus; and they sought him there and found him not..? ? ? ? ? "What is the taste of love?" quoth one, and I replied, "Sweet water 'tis at first; but

torment lurks behind.".? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs dcccclxxxvi.There was once aforetime a certain sharper, who [was so eloquent that he]

would turn the ear inside out, and he was a man of understanding and quick wit and skill and perfection. It was his wont to enter a town and [give

himself out as a merchant and] make a show of trafficking and insinuate himself into the intimacy of people of worth and consort with the

merchants, for he was [apparently] distinguished for virtue and piety. Then he would put a cheat on them and take [of them] what he might spend

and go away to another city; and he ceased not to do thus a great while..God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, iii. 46..King of Ind

and his Vizier, The, ii. 105..? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the morning with the night;" And she, "Not so; it is the moon that with the dark

I shroud.".? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dcxxxii.64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.Prince who fell in Love with the Picture,

The, i. 256..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? na. A Merry Jest of a Thief dccccxl.Then he left beating him and when the thief came to himself, the woman said to

her husband, 'O man, this house is on hire and we owe its owners much money, and we have nought; so how wilt thou do?' And she went on to

bespeak him thus. Quoth the thief, 'And what is the amount of the rent?' 'It will be fourscore dirhems,' answered the husband; and the thief said, 'I

will pay this for thee and do thou let me go my way.' Then said the wife, 'O man, how much do we owe the baker and the greengrocer?' Quoth the

thief, 'What is the sum of this?' And the husband said, 'Sixscore dirhems.' 'That makes two hundred dirhems,' rejoined the other; 'let me go my way

and I will pay them.' But the wife said, 'O my dear one, and the girl groweth up and needs must we marry her and equip her and [do] what else is

needful' So the thief said to the husband, 'How much dost thou want?' And he answered, 'A hundred dirhems, in the way of moderation.' (250)

Quoth the thief, 'That makes three hundred dirhems.' And the woman said, 'O my dear one, when the girl is married, thou wilt need money for

winter expenses, charcoal and firewood and other necessaries.' 'What wouldst thou have?' asked the thief; and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' 'Be it

four hundred dirhems,' rejoined he; and she said, 'O my dear one and solace of mine eyes, needs must my husband have capital in hand, wherewith

he may buy merchandise and open him a shop.' 'How much will that be?' asked he, and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' Quoth the thief, '[That makes

five hundred dirhems; I will pay it;] but may I be divorced from my wife if all my possessions amount to more than this, and that the savings of

twenty years! Let me go my way, so I may deliver them to thee.' 'O fool,' answered she, 'how shall I let thee go thy way? Give me a right token.'

[So he gave her a token for his wife] and she cried out to her young daughter and said to her, 'Keep this door.'.69. Musab ben ez Zubeir and

Aaisheh his Wife ccclxxxvi.But she said, 'There is a thing wherewith we will make her confess, and all that is in her heart shall be discovered to

thee.' 'What is that?' asked the king, and she answered, 'I will bring thee a hoopoe's heart, (138) which, when she sleepeth, do thou lay upon her

heart and question her of all thou wilt, and she will discover this unto thee and show forth the truth to thee." The king rejoiced in this and said to his
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nurse, 'Hasten and let none know of thee.' So she arose and going in to the queen, said to her, 'I have done thine occasion and it is on this wise. This

night the king will come in to thee and do thou feign thyself asleep; and if he ask thee of aught, do thou answer him, as if in thy sleep.' The queen

thanked her and the old woman went away and fetching the hoopoe's heart, gave it to the king..? ? ? ? ? "Console thou thyself for his love," quoth

they, "with another than he;" But, "Nay, by his life," answered I, "I'll never forget him my dear!".Then they agreed upon a device between them, to

wit, that they should feign an occasion in their own country, under pretext that she had there wealth buried from the time of her husband Melik

Shah and that none knew of it but this eunuch who was with her, wherefore it behoved that he should go and fetch it. So she acquainted the king

her husband with this and sought of him leave for the eunuch to go: and the king granted him permission for the journey and charged him cast

about for a device, lest any get wind of him. Accordingly, the eunuch disguised himself as a merchant and repairing to Belehwan's city, began to

enquire concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told him that he had been prisoned in an underground dungeon and that his uncle had released

him and dispatched him to such a place, where they had slain him. When the eunuch heard this, it was grievous to him and his breast was straitened

and he knew not what he should do..So he was concerned with an exceeding concern for his lack of travel and discovered this to his father, who

said to him, "O my son, why do I see thee chagrined?" And he answered, "I would fain travel." Quoth Aboulhusn, "O my son, none travelleth save

those whose occasion is urgent and those who are compelled thereunto [by need]. As for thee, O my son, thou enjoyest ample fortune; so do thou

content thyself with that which God hath given thee and be bounteous [unto others], even as He hath been bounteous unto thee; and afflict not

thyself with the toil and hardship of travel, for indeed it is said that travel is a piece of torment." (5) But the youth said, "Needs must I travel to

Baghdad, the abode of peace.".The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and Mesrour laughed, and gave not over running till she came

into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh hath sent to us to see who

is dead and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath despatched the old woman, her stewardess, to discover the truth;

wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly, he lay down and stretched

himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head, weeping..When the king heard his vizier's story, he was assured

that he would not slay him and said, "I will have patience with him, so I may get of him the story of the rich man and his wasteful heir." And he

bade him depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife

dcccclxxxviii.?STORY OF KHELBES AND HIS WIFE AND THE LEARNED MAN..The Eight Night of the Month.Then he sat down again upon

the throne of his kingship, whilst the vizier stood before him, and they returned to their former estate, but they had nought of the [goods of the

world]. So the king said to his vizier, 'How shall we avail to abide in this city, and we in this state of poverty?' And he answered, 'Be at thine ease

and have no concern.' Then he singled out one of the soldiers (255) and said to him, 'Send us thy service (256) for the year.' Now there were in the

city fifty thousand subjects (257) and in the hamlets and villages a like number; and the vizier sent to each of these, saying, 'Let each of you get an

egg and lay it under a hen.' So they did this and it was neither burden nor grievance to them..One of the good-for-noughts found himself one day

without aught and the world was straitened upon him and his patience failed; so he lay down to sleep and gave not over sleeping till the sun burnt

him and the foam came out upon his mouth, whereupon he arose, and he was penniless and had not so much as one dirhem. Presently, he came to

the shop of a cook, who had set up therein his pans (9) [over the fire] and wiped his scales and washed his saucers and swept his shop and sprinkled

it; and indeed his oils (10) were clear (11) and his spices fragrant and he himself stood behind his cooking-pots [waiting for custom]. So the

lackpenny went up to him and saluting him, said to him, 'Weigh me half a dirhem's worth of meat and a quarter of a dirhem's worth of kouskoussou

(12) and the like of bread.' So the cook weighed out to him [that which he sought] and the lackpenny entered the shop, whereupon the cook set the

food before him and he ate till he had gobbled up the whole and licked the saucers and abode perplexed, knowing not how he should do with the

cook concerning the price of that which he had eaten and turning his eyes about upon everything in the shop..One day, there came a traveller and

seeing the picture, said, 'There is no god but God! My brother wrought this picture.' So the king sent for him and questioned him of the affair of the

picture and where was he who had wrought it. 'O my lord,' answered the traveller, 'we are two brothers and one of us went to the land of Hind and

fell in love with the king's daughter of the country, and it is she who is the original of the portrait. In every city he entereth, he painteth her portrait,

and I follow him, and long is my journey.' When the king's son heard this, he said,'Needs must I travel to this damsel.' So he took all manner rarities

and store of riches and journeyed days and nights till he entered the land of Hind, nor did he win thereto save after sore travail. Then he enquired of

the King of Hind and he also heard of him..Craft, Women's, ii. 287..? ? ? ? ? Whilere, the verses that I made it was thy wont to flout, Saying, "No

passer by the way (105) hath part in me or mine..When the king heard this, his wrath subsided and he said, "Carry him back to the prison till the

morrow, so we may look into his affair.".Moreover, he assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and devised with them

and asked them questions and problems and examined with them into many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly

office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration and of

that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice

with war; wherefore the people's contentment redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the

kingship over them. So he upheld the ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted customs..On this wise they

abode till the morning, tasting not the savour of sleep; and when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came with the mule and said to Sitt el Milah,
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"The Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So she arose and taking her lord by the hand, committed him to the old man, saying, "I commend

him to thy care, under God, (40) till this eunuch cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, I owe thee favour and largesse such as filleth the interspace

betwixt heaven and earth.".? ? ? ? ? Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, Moan'st thou as moan the doves and is thy heart

for doubt on fire?.Presently, up came a horseman in quest of water, so he might water his horse. He saw the woman and she was pleasing in his

sight; so he said to her, 'Arise, mount with me and I will take thee to wife and entreat thee kindly.' Quoth she, 'Spare me, so may God spare thee!

Indeed, I have a husband.' But he drew his sword and said to her, 'An thou obey me not, I will smite thee and kill thee.' When she saw his malice,

she wrote on the ground in the sand with her finger, saying, 'O Abou Sabir, thou hast not ceased to be patient, till thy wealth is gone from thee and

thy children and [now] thy wife, who was more precious in thy sight than everything and than all thy wealth, and indeed thou abidest in thy sorrow

all thy life long, so thou mayst see what thy patience will profit thee.' Then the horseman took her, and setting her behind him, went his way..? ? ? ?

? c. Hemmad the Bedouin's Story cxliv.64. Tht Vizier of Yemen and his young Brother ccclxxxiv.102. Jouder and his Brothers dcclxxv.35. Isaac of

Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun dxl.One day, as I was thus feigning sleep, I felt a hand in my lap, and in it a magnificent purse.

So I seized the hand and behold, it was that of a fair woman. Quoth I to her, "O my lady, who art thou?" And she said, "Rise [and come away] from

here, that I may make myself known to thee." So I arose and following her, fared on, without tarrying, till she stopped at the door of a lofty house,

whereupon quoth I to her,"O my lady, who art thou? Indeed, thou hast done me kindness, and what is the reason of this?" "By Allah," answered

she, "O Captain Mum, I am a woman on whom desire and longing are sore for the love of the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm. Now there was

between us what was and the love of her fell upon my heart and I agreed with her upon meeting, according to possibility and convenience. But her

father Amin el Hukm took her and went away, and my heart cleaveth to her and love-longing and distraction are sore upon me on her account.".? ?

? ? ? Compared with thine enjoyment, the hardest things are light To win and all things distant draw near and easy be..As for Queen Kemeriyeh,

she flew off to the palace of her sister Wekhimeh and told her what Meimoun had done and how [he avouched that], whenas he saw defeat [near at

hand], he would slay Tuhfeh; 'and indeed,' added she, 'he is resolved upon this; else had he not dared to commit this outrage. So do thou contrive

the affair as thou deemest well, for thou hast no superior in judgment.' Then they sent for Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and sat down to take

counsel, one with another, of that which they should do in the matter. Then said Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit out a ship in this island [wherein is

my palace] and embark therein, in the guise of mortals, and fare on till we come to a little island, that lieth over against Meimoun's palace. There

will we [take up our abode and] sit drinking and smiting the lute and singing. Now Tuhfeh will of a surety be sitting looking upon the sea, and

needs must she see us and come down to us, whereupon we will take her by force and she will be under our hands, so that none shall avail more to

molest her on any wise. Or, if Meimoun be gone forth to do battle with the Jinn, we will storm his stronghold and take Tuhfeh and raze his palace

and put to death all who are therein. When he hears of this, his heart will be rent in sunder and we will send to let our father know, whereupon he

will return upon him with his troops and he will be destroyed and we shall be quit of him.' And they answered her, saying, 'This is a good counsel.'

Then they bade fit out a ship from behind the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out in less than the twinkling of an eye. So they launched it on the

sea and embarking therein, together with four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for Meimoun's palace. Moreover, they bade other five thousand

Afrits betake themselves to the island under the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for them there..Second Officer's Story, The, ii. 134..90. The

Devout Prince cccci.80. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man cccxci.Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes, iii. 9..Sindbad

the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter.Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear, iii. 8..108. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis ccccxxiv.Then

she arose and returned to her chamber..Now the uncle's son of the king of the city had aforetime disputed [the kingship] with him, and the people

misliked the king; but God the Most High decreed that he should get the better of his cousin. However, jealousy of him abode in his heart and he

acquainted the vizier, who hid it not and sent [him] money. Moreover, he fell to summoning [all strangers who came to the town], man after man,

and questioning them of their faith and their worldly estate, and whoso answered him not [to his liking], he took his good. (231) Now a certain

wealthy man of the Muslims was on a journey and it befell that he arrived at that city by night, unknowing what was to do, and coming to the ruin

aforesaid, gave the old woman money and said to her, 'No harm upon thee.' Whereupon she lifted up her voice and prayed [for him], He set down

his merchandise by her [and abode with her] the rest of the night and the next day..? ? ? ? ? Alack, my grief! Thou wast, indeed, grown absent from

my yiew, Yet art the apple of mine eye nor couldst from me divide..The wife of the shopkeeper, to wit, the nurse, came out, with the rest of those

who came out, to divert herself with gazing upon the show, and when she saw El Abbas and beheld his beauty and the goodliness of his army and

that which he had brought back with him of herds and slaves and slave-girls and mamelukes, she improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ?

? ? For whom is thy departure even as a father's loss! To fly or creep, like nestlings, alone, they strive in vain..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Prince Seif el

Mulouk and the Princess Bediya el Jemal dcclviii.?THE FOURTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? For death in your absence to us was

decreed; But, when ye came back, we were quickened anew..? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they went.To return to his wife and

her mother. When the former arose in the morning and her husband returned not to her with break of day, she forebode all manner of calamity and

straightway despatched her servants and all who were with her in quest of him; but they happened not on any trace of him neither fell in with aught

of his news. So she bethought herself concerning her affair and complained and wept and groaned and sighed and blamed perfidious fortune,

bewailing that sorry chance and reciting these verses:.THE SEVENTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..Then they accosted the owner of
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the ass and chaffered with him and he said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' They offered him a thousand dirhems; but he refused

and swore that he would not sell the ass but for that which he had said. They ceased not to add to their bidding, till the price reached five thousand

dirhems, whilst their fellow still said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' The money-changer counselled him to sell, but he would not

do this and said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no knowledge of this ass's case. Concern thyself with silver and gold and what pertaineth thereto

of change and exchange; for indeed the virtue of this ass passeth thy comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to every means of livelihood

its folk.'.103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain ccccxiv."Away with him from me! Who is at the door?" "Kutheiyir Azzeh," (52) replied

Adi, and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes ... " [And he repeated the following verses:].As for the eunuch, the chamberlain, who had

counselled King Dadbin [not to slay her, but] to [cause] carry her to the desert [and there abandon her], she bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of

honour and said to him, "The like of thee it behoveth kings to hold in favour and set in high place, for that thou spokest loyally and well, and a man

is still requited according to his deed." And Kisra the king invested him with the governance of one of the provinces of his empire. Know,

therefore, O king," continued the youth, "that whoso doth good is requited therewith and he who is guiltless of sin and reproach feareth not the

issue of his affair. And I, O king, am free from guilt, wherefore I trust in God that He will show forth the truth and vouchsafe me the victory over

enemies and enviers.".? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlvi.When Zuheir heard his words, he bade smite off his head; but his

Vizier said to him, "Slay him not, till his friend be present." So he commanded the two slaves to fetch his friend; whereupon they repaired to El

Abbas and called to him, saying, "O youth, answer the summons of King Zuheir." "What would the king with me?" asked he, and they answered,

"We know not." Quoth he, "Who gave the king news of me?" "We went to draw water," answered they, "and found a man by the water. So we

questioned him of his case, but he would not acquaint us therewith; wherefore we carried him perforce to King Zuheir, who questioned him of his

case and he told him that he was going to Akil. Now Akil is the king's enemy and he purposeth to betake himself to his camp and make prize of his

offspring and cut off his traces." "And what," asked El Abbas, "hath Akil done with King Zuheir?" And they replied, "He engaged for himself that

he would bring the king every year a thousand dinars and a thousand she-camels, besides a thousand head of thoroughbred horses and two hundred

black slaves and fifty slave-girls; but it hath reached the king that Akil purposeth to give nought of this; wherefore he is minded to go to him. So

hasten thou with us, ere the king be wroth with thee and with us.".? ? ? ? ? And when I long to look upon thy face, My life is perished with desire

straightway..? ? ? ? ? My virtues 'mongst men are extolled and my glory and station rank high..ER RESHID AND THE BARMECIDES.

(152)."And indeed," continued Adi, "this ode on the Prophet (may God bless and keep him!) is well known and to comment it would be tedious."

Quoth Omar, "Who is at the door?" "Among them is Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the Cureishite," (49) answered Adi, and the Khalif said, "May God

show him no favour neither quicken him! Was it not he who said ... ?" And he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm absent" thou

sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart replies, bewildered 'twixt doubt and certainty..? ? ? ? ? A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her, Glorious in

arch and amorous grace, with coyness beautified;.Presently, there came in upon us a spunger, without leave, and we went on playing, whilst he

played with us. Then quoth the Sultan to the Vizier, "Bring the spunger who cometh in to the folk, without leave or bidding, that we may enquire

into his case. Then will I cut off his head." So the headsman arose and dragged the spunger before the Sultan, who bade cut off his head. Now there

was with them a sword, that would not cut curd; (151) so the headsman smote him therewith and his head flew from his body. When we saw this,

the wine fled from our heads and we became in the sorriest of plights. Then my friends took up the body and went out with it, that they might hide

it, whilst I took the head and made for the river..? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! How joyous and how

solaceful was life in them whilere!.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story ii.? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dccccix.? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's

Story (237) lxiv.As for the youth, he gave his governor a thousand dirhems and despatched him to his father, to fetch money from him, so he might

pay the rest of the girl's price, saying to him, 'Be not [long] absent.' But the governor said in himself, 'How shall I go to his father and say to him,

"Thy son hath wasted thy money and wantoned it away"? (180) With what eye shall I look on him, and indeed, I am he in whom he confided and to

whom he hath entrusted his son? Indeed, this were ill seen. Nay, I will fare on to the pilgrimage (181) [with the caravan of pilgrims], in despite of

this fool of a youth; and when he is weary [of waiting], he will demand back the money [he hath already paid] and return to his father, and I shall

be quit of travail and reproach.' So he went on with the caravan to the pilgrimage (182) and took up his abode there..This was all the merchant's

good; so he said, "O youth, I will play thee another game for the shop." Now the value of the shop was four thousand dinars; so they played and El

Abbas beat him and won his shop, with that which was therein; whereupon the other arose, shaking his clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and

take thy shop." So El Abbas arose and repairing to the shop, took possession thereof, after which he returned to [the place where he had left] his

servant [Aamir] and found there the Amir Saad, who was come to bid him to the presence of the king. El Abbas consented to this and accompanied

him till they came before King Ins ben Cais, whereupon he kissed the earth and saluted him and exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to

him, "Whence comest thou, O youth?" and he answered, "I come from Yemen.".However, after awhile, one of the women took pity on me and

brought me a rag of thin stuff and cast it on me. With this I covered my privities, and no more, and abode awhile thus. Then said I in myself, "The

husbands of these women will presently gather together on me and I shall be disgraced." So I went out by another door of the house, and young and

old crowded about me, running after me and saying, "A madman! A madman!" till I came to my house and knocked at the door; whereupon out

came my wife and seeing me naked, tall, bareheaded, cried out and ran in again, saying,"This is a madman, a Satan!" But, when she and my family
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knew me, they rejoiced and said to me, "What aileth thee?" I told them that thieves had taken my clothes and stripped me and had been like to kill

me; and when I told them that they would have killed me, they praised God the Most High and gave me joy of my safety. So consider the craft of

this woman and this device that she practised upon me, for all my pretensions to sleight and quickwittedness.'.When the news reached El Aziz, he

rejoiced with an exceeding joy in the coming of his son and straightway took horse, he and all his army, what while the trumpets sounded and the

musicians played, that the earth quaked and Baghdad also trembled, and it was a notable day. When Mariyeh beheld all this, she repented with the

uttermost of repentance of that which she had wroughten against El Abbas his due and the fires still raged in her vitals. Meanwhile, the troops (104)

sallied forth of Baghdad and went out to meet those of El Abbas, who had halted in a meadow called the Green Island. When he espied the

approaching host, he knew not what they were; so he strained his sight and seeing horsemen coming and troops and footmen, said to those about

him, "Among yonder troops are ensigns and banners of various kinds; but, as for the great green standard that ye see, it is the standard of my father,

the which is reserved [unto him and never displayed save] over his head, and [by this] I know that he himself is come out in quest of me." And he

was certified of this, he and his troops..So King Suleiman Shah made answer unto Caesar with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he arose and

despatched her to him, and Cassar went in to her and found her overpassing the description wherewithal they had described her to him; wherefore

he loved her with an exceeding love and preferred her over all his women and his love for Suleiman Shah was magnified; but Shah Khatoun's heart

still clave to her son and she could say nought. As for Suleiman Shah's rebellious son, Belehwan, when he saw that Shah Khatoun had married the

king of the Greeks, this was grievous to him and he despaired of her. Meanwhile, his father Suleiman Shah kept strait watch over the child and

cherished him and named him Melik Shah, after the name of his father. When he reached the age of ten, he made the folk swear fealty to him and

appointed him his heir apparent, and after some days, [the hour of] the old king's admission [to the mercy of God] drew near and he died..? ? ? ? ? I

am become, for severance from my loved one, Like a left hand, forsaken of the right..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the monks, for on the Day of Palms a fawn

there was Among the servants of the church, a loveling blithe and gay..The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, And Allah makes

mention of me 'mongst the pleasures divine; Yea, ease and sweet basil and peace, the righteous are told, In Eternity's Garden of sweets shall to

bless them combine. (223) Where, then, is the worth that in aught with my worth can compare And where is the rank in men's eyes can be likened

to mine?.? ? ? ? ? Indeed, your long estrangement hath caused my bowels yearn. Would God I were a servant in waiting at your door!.111. The

Pilgrim and the Old Woman who dwelt in the Desert ccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, To

please him or save him from hurt, I'd enter the fire without fear!.76. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant ccclxxxix.149. El Melik en Nasir and

his Vizier dcxcvii.When this came to the king's knowledge, he despatched troops in pursuit of Zourkhan, to stop the road upon him, whilst he

himself went out and overtaking the vizier, smote him on the head with his mace and slew him. Then he took his daughter by force and returning to

his dwelling-place, went in to her and married her. Arwa resigned herself with patience to that which betided her and committed her affair to God

the Most High; and indeed she was used to serve Him day and night with a goodly service in the house of King Dabdin her husband..The prefect

bade carry him to his lodging; but one of those in attendance upon him, by name El Muradi, said to him, "What wilt thou do? This man is clad in

rich clothes and on his finger is a ring of gold, the beazel whereof is a ruby of great price; so we will carry him away and slay him and take that

which is upon him of raiment [and what not else] and bring it to thee; for that thou wilt not [often] see profit the like thereof, more by token that

this fellow is a stranger and there is none to enquire concerning him." Quoth the prefect, "This fellow is a thief and that which he saith is leasing."

And Noureddin said, "God forbid that I should be a thief!" But the prefect answered, "Thou liest." So they stripped him of his clothes and taking

the ring from his finger, beat him grievously, what while he cried out for succour, but none succoured him, and besought protection, but none

protected him. Then said he to them, "O folk, ye are quit of (12) that which ye have taken from me; but now restore me to my lodging." But they

answered, saying, "Leave this knavery, O cheat! Thine intent is to sue us for thy clothes on the morrow." "By Allah, the One, the Eternal,"

exclaimed he, "I will not sue any for them!" But they said, "We can nowise do this." And the prefect bade them carry him to the Tigris and there

slay him and cast him into the river..When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and gave it to the nurse, who took it and carried it

to Mariyeh. When she came into the princess's presence, she saluted her; but Mariyeh returned not her salutation and she said, "O my lady, how

hard is thy heart that thou grudgest to return the salutation! Take this letter, for that it is the last of that which shall come to thee from him." Quoth

Mariyeh, "Take my warning and never again enter my palace, or it will be the cause of thy destruction; for I am certified that thou purposest my

dishonour. So get thee gone from me." And she commanded to beat the nurse; whereupon the latter went forth fleeing from her presence, changed

of colour and absent of wits, and gave not over going till she came to the house of El Abbas..Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to

him to cause avoid the place. So he signed to those who were present to withdraw, and they departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How

deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner of governance, of a vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked

the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage interpreted it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to

death within a month, he will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both to put the like of thee to death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What then dost

thou counsel me that I should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed his head awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills

not to continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that thou make haste to put me to death."
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