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NGARIAN PERSPECTIVES ON THE WESTERN CANON POST COMPARATIVE READIN
EN NUMAN AND THE ARAB OF THE BENOU TAI. (168).A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon, and when
she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and
caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other excused himself, because of his poverty, and said to him,
'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent
to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I find it reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not do this
ever.'.? ? ? ? ? One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere For waiting long drawn out and expectation drear..When the princess heard this her
slave-girl's report, she wept and lamented and was like to depart the world. Then she clave to her pillow and said, "O Shefikeh, I will instruct thee
of somewhat that is not hidden from God the Most High, and it is that thou watch over me till God the Most High decree the accomplishment of
His commandment, and when my days are ended, take thou the necklace and the mantle that El Abbas gave me and return them to him. Indeed, I
deem not he will live after me, and if God the Most High decree against him and his days come to an end, do thou give one charge to shroud us and
bury us both in one grave.".? ? ? ? ? Would he were not, who sundered us upon the parting-day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone
laid bare!.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and the Parrot xiv.So Belehwan the froward abode king in his father's room and his affairs prospered,
what while the young Melik Shah lay in the underground dungeon four full-told years, till his charms faded and his favour changed. When God
(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) willed to relieve him and bring him forth of the prison, Belehwan sat one day with his chief officers
and the grandees of his state and discoursed with them of the story of King Suleiman Shah and what was in his heart. Now there were present
certain viziers, men of worth, and they said to him, 'O king, verily God hath been bountiful unto thee and hath brought thee to thy wish, so that thou
art become king in thy father's stead and hast gotten thee that which thou soughtest. But, as for this boy, there is no guilt in him, for that, from the
day of his coming into the world, he hath seen neither ease nor joyance, and indeed his favour is faded and his charms changed [with long prison].
What is his offence that he should merit this punishment? Indeed, it is others than he who were to blame, and God hath given thee the victory over
them, and there is no fault in this poor wight.' Quoth Belehwan, 'Indeed, it is as ye say; but I am fearful of his craft and am not assured from his
mischief; belike the most part of the folk will incline unto him.' 'O king,' answered they, 'what is this boy and what power hath he? If thou fear him,
send him to one of the frontiers.' And Belehwan said, 'Ye say sooth: we will send him to be captain over such an one of the marches.'.Then, when it
was night, she brought her to me, after she had adorned her and perfumed her, and said to her, "Gainsay not this thy lord in aught that he shall seek
of thee." When she came to bed with me, I said in myself, "Verily, this damsel (216) is more generous than I!" Then I sent away the slave-girl and
drew not nigh unto her, but arose forthright and betaking myself to my wife, lay with her and did away her maidenhead. She straightway conceived
by me and accomplishing the time of her pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little daughter; in whom I rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the
utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit and her father's comeliness..18. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous ccclxiv.Now this present was a
horse worth ten thousand dinars and all its housings and trappings of gold set with jewels, and a book and five different kinds of suits of apparel
and an hundred pieces of fine white linen cloths of Egypt and silks of Suez and Cufa and Alexandria and a crimson carpet and another of
Tebaristan (217) make and an hundred pieces of cloth of silk and flax mingled and a goblet of glass of the time of the Pharaohs, a finger-breadth
thick and a span wide, amiddleward which was the figure of a lion and before him an archer kneeling, with his arrow drawn to the head, and the
table of Solomon son of David, (218) on whom be peace; and the contents of the letter were as follows: 'From the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, unto
whom and to his forefathers (on whom be peace) God hath vouchsafed the rank of the noble and exceeding glory, to the august, God-aided Sultan,
greeting. Thy letter hath reached us and we rejoiced therein and have sent thee the book [called] "The Divan of Hearts and the Garden of Wits," of
the translation whereof when thou hast taken cognizance, its excellence will be established in thine eyes; and the superscription of this book we
have made unto thee. Moreover, we send thee divers other kingly presents; (219) so do thou favour us by accepting them, and peace be on
thee!'.When the Khalif heard this, her speech pleased him and he strained her to his bosom. Then he went forth from her and locked the door upon
her, as before; whereupon she took the book and sat looking in it awhile. Presently, she laid it down and taking the lute, tightened its strings. Then
she smote thereon, after a wondrous fashion, such as would have moved inanimate things [to delight], and fell to singing marvellous melodies and
chanting the following verses:.FIROUZ AND HIS WIFE (175).Love to its victim clings without relent, and he Of torments and unease complaineth
evermore..Then she drank three cups and filling the old man other three, sang the following verses:.When she had made an end of her verses, the
Lady Zubeideh bade each damsel sing a song, till the turn came round to Sitt el Milah, whereupon she took the lute and tuning it, sang thereto
four-and-twenty songs in four-and-twenty modes; then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.Then the king acquainted the
people [of his court] with the matter and said to them,' O folk, how deem ye of my looking to the issues of affairs?' And they all marvelled at his
wisdom and foresight. Then he turned to his father and said to him, 'Hadst thou looked to the issue of thine affair and dealt deliberately in that
which thou didst, there had not betided thee this repentance and grief all this time.' Then he let bring his mother and they rejoiced in each other and
lived all their days in joy and gladness. What then," continued the young treasurer, "is more grievous than the lack of looking to the issues of
affairs? Wherefore hasten thou not in the slaying of me, lest repentance betide thee and sore concern.".There was once, of old days and in bygone
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ages and times, a king of the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan,
who was wise, understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might
and majesty. The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a
long space of time..5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan lxxii.At daybreak, my friend returned and opening the door, came in,
bringing with him meat-pottage (177) and fritters and bees' honey, (178) and said to me, 'By Allah, thou must needs excuse me, for that I was with
a company and they locked the door on me and have but now let me go.' But I returned him no answer. Then he set before me that which was with
him and I ate a single mouthful and went out, running, so haply I might overtake that which had escaped me. (179) When I came to the palace, I
saw over against it eight-and-thirty gibbets set up, whereon were eight-and-thirty men crucified, and under them eight-and-thirty concubines as
they were moons. So I enquired of the reason of the crucifixion of the men and concerning the women in question, and it was said unto me, 'The
men [whom thou seest] crucified the Khalif found with yonder damsels, who are his favourites.' When I heard this, I prostrated myself in
thanksgiving to God and said, 'God requite thee with good, O my friend!' For that, had he not invited me [and kept me perforce in his house] that
night, I had been crucified with these men, wherefore praise be to God!.On the morrow, she said to the old man, "Get thee to the money-changer
and fetch me the ordinary." So he repaired to the money-changer and delivered him the message, whereupon he made ready meat and drink, as of
his wont, [with which the old man returned to the damsel and they ate till they had enough. When she had eaten,] she sought of him wine and he
went to the Jew and fetched it. Then they sat down and drank; and when she grew drunken, she took the lute and smiting it, fell a-singing and
chanted the following verses:.Now the treasuries aforetime had been in the viziers' hand, so they might do with them what they would, and when
they came under the youth's hand, that of the viziers was straitened from them, and the youth became dearer to the king than a son and he could not
brook to be separated from him. When the viziers saw this, they were jealous of him and envied him and cast about for a device against him
whereby they might oust him from the king's favour, but found no opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it chanced that the
youth one day drank wine and became drunken and wandered from his wits; so he fell to going round about within the palace of the king and fate
led him to the lodging of the women, in which there was a little sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife. Thither came the youth and
entering the chamber, found there a couch spread, to wit, a sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on the couch, marvelling at the
paintings that were in the chamber, and slept and slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl, bringing with her all the dessert,
eatables and drinkables, that she was wont to make ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and none knowing of
his case and he in his drunkenness unknowing where he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the censing-vessel and laid
the essences by the couch, then shut the door and went away..When she had made an end of her song, she cast the lute from her hand and wept till
she swooned away, whereupon the Khalif bade carry her to her chamber. Now he was ravished with her and loved her with an exceeding love; so,
after awhile, he again commanded to bring her to his presence, and when she came, he bade her sing. Accordingly, she took the lute and spoke
forth that which was in her heart and sang the following verses:.All this time, the young Damascene was hearkening, and whiles he likened her
voice to that of his slave-girl and whiles he put away from him this thought, and the damsel had no whit of knowledge of him. Then she broke out
again into song and chanted the following verses:.Now he had with him nought wherewithal he might cover himself; so he wrapped himself up in
one of the rugs of the mosque [and abode thus till daybreak], when the Muezzins came and finding him sitting in that case, said to him, "O youth,
what is this plight?" Quoth he, "I cast myself on your hospitality, imploring your protection from a company of folk who seek to kill me unjustly
and oppressively, without cause." And [one of] the Muezzin[s] said, "Be of good heart and cheerful eye." Then he brought him old clothes and
covered him withal; moreover, he set before him somewhat of meat and seeing upon him signs of gentle breeding, said to him, "O my son, I grow
old and desire thee of help, [in return for which] I will do away thy necessity." "Hearkening and obedience," answered Noureddin and abode with
the old man, who rested and took his ease, what while the youth [did his service in the mosque], celebrating the praises of God and calling the
faithful to prayer and lighting the lamps and filling the ewers (28) and sweeping and cleaning out the place..All intercessions come and all alike do
ill succeed, ii. 218..So the thief entered, he and the husband; and when they were both in the chamber, she locked on them the door, which was a
stout one, and said to the thief, 'Out on thee, O fool! Thou hast fallen [into the trap] and now I have but to cry out and the officers of the police will
come and take thee and thou wilt lose thy life, O Satan!' Quoth he, 'Let me go forth;' and she said, 'Thou art a man and I am a woman; and in thy
hand is a knife and I am afraid of thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the knife from me.' So she took the knife from him and said to her husband, 'Art thou a
woman and he a man? Mar his nape with beating, even as he did with thee; and if he put out his hand to thee, I will cry out and the police will come
and take him and cut him in sunder.' So the husband said to him, 'O thousand-horned, (248) O dog, O traitor, I owe thee a deposit, (249) for which
thou dunnest me.' And he fell to beating him grievously with a stick of live-oak, whilst he called out to the woman for help and besought her of
deliverance; but she said, 'Abide in thy place till the morning, and thou shalt see wonders.' And her husband beat him within the chamber, till he
[well- nigh] made an end of him and he swooned away..As the eunuch was speaking with the king, behold, the damsel raised a corner of the curtain
that shut in the litter, so she might look upon the speaker, and saw the king. When Azadbekht beheld her and noted her fashion and her loveliness
(and indeed never set story-teller (95) eyes on her like,) his soul inclined to her and she took hold upon his heart and he was ravished by her sight.
So he said to the eunuch, "Turn the mule's head and return, for I am King Azadbekht and I will marry her myself, for that Isfehend her father is my
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vizier and he will accept of this affair and it will not be grievous to him." "O king," answered the eunuch, "may God prolong thy continuance, have
patience till I acquaint my lord her father, and thou shalt take her in the way of approof, for it befitteth thee not neither is it seemly unto thee that
thou take her on this wise, seeing that it will be an affront to her father if thou take her without his knowledge." Quoth Azadbekht, "I have not
patience [to wait] till thou go to her father and return, and no dishonour will betide him, if I marry her." "O my lord," rejoined the eunuch, "nought
that is done in haste is long of durance nor doth the heart rejoice therein; and indeed it behoveth thee not to take her on this foul wise. Whatsoever
betideth thee, destroy not thyself with [undue] haste, for I know that her father's breast will be straitened by this affair and this that thou dost will
not profit thee." But the king said, "Verily, Isfehend is [my boughten] servant and a slave of my slaves, and I reck not of her father, if he be vexed
or pleased." So saying, he drew the reins of the mule and carrying the damsel, whose name was Behrjaur, to his house, married her..When it was
the fourth night, there came the boy whom they were minded to circumcise, adorned with jewels such as never saw eye nor heard ear of, and
amongst the rest a crown of gold, set with pearls and jewels, the worth whereof was an hundred thousand dinars. He sat down upon the throne and
Tuhfeh sang to him, till the surgeon came and they circumcised him, in the presence of all the kings, who showered on him great store of jewels
and jacinths and gold. Queen Kemeriyeh bade the servants gather up all this and lay it in Tuhfeh's closet, and it was [as much in value as] all that
had fallen to her, from the first of the festival to the last thereof. Moreover, the Sheikh Iblis (whom God curse!) bestowed upon Tuhfeh the crown
worn by the boy and gave the latter another, whereat her reason fled. Then the Jinn departed, in order of rank, whilst Iblis took leave of them, band
by band..To return to the king's daughter of whom the prince went in quest and on whose account he was slain. She had been used to look out from
the top of her palace and gaze on the youth and on his beauty and grace; so she said to her slave-girl one day, 'Harkye! What is come of the troops
that were encamped beside my palace?' Quoth the maid, 'They were the troops of the youth, the king's son of the Persians, who came to demand
thee in marriage, and wearied himself on thine account, but thou hadst no compassion on him.' 'Out on thee!' cried the princess. 'Why didst thou not
tell me?' And the damsel answered, 'I feared thy wrath.' Then she sought an audience of the king her father and said to him, 'By Allah, I will go in
quest of him, even as he came in quest of me; else should I not do him justice.'.Moreover, he assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons
of the kings and devised with them and asked them questions and problems and examined with them into many things of all fashions that might
direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and
the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from
the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's contentment redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had
vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he upheld the ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon
the accepted customs..42. The Loves of Jubeir ben Umeir and the Lady Budour cccxxvii.Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..Ninth
Officer's Story, The, ii. 167..Reshid (Haroun er) and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story xxv.Then I arose
and fared on a day and a night, till I came to the house of my master, who saw me pale and disfeatured for fear and hunger. He rejoiced in my
return and said to me, 'By Allah, thou hast made my heart ache on thine account; for I went and finding the tree torn up by the roots, doubted not
but the elephants had destroyed thee. Tell me then how it was with thee.' So I told him what had befallen me and he marvelled exceedingly and
rejoiced, saying, 'Knowst thou where this hill is?' 'Yes, O my lord,' answered I. So he took me up with him on an elephant and we rode till we came
to the elephants' burial-place..It befell one day that the king had occasion to make a journey; so he called his Vizier Kardan and said to him, 'I have
a trust to commit to thy care, and it is yonder damsel, my wife, the daughter of the Vizier [Zourkhan], and I desire that thou keep her and guard her
thyself, for that there is not in the world aught dearer to me than she.' Quoth Kardan in himself, 'Of a truth, the king honoureth me with an
exceeding honour [in entrusting me] with this damsel.' And he answered 'With all my heart.'.Meanwhile, the eunuch betook himself, he and the
horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my lord, the king is beholden to thee for many years' service and thou hast not failed him a day of the
days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy daughter against thy wish and without thy permission." And he related to him what had passed and how
the king had taken her by force. When Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was exceeding wroth and assembling many troops, said to them,
"Whenas the king was occupied with his women [and concerned not himself with the affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he
putteth out his hand to our harem; wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us out a place, wherein we may have sanctuary.".? ? ? ? ? Ay,
ne'er will I leave to drink of wine, what while the night on me Darkens, till drowsiness bow down my head upon my bowl..Now there was in the
house a ram, with which the Persian used to butt, and when he saw what the woman did, he thought she would butt with him; so he broke his halter
and running at her, butted her and broke her head. She fell on her back and cried out; whereupon the Persian started up from sleep in haste and
seeing the singing-girl [cast down on her back] and the singer with his yard on end, said to the latter, 'O accursed one, doth not what thou hast
already done suffice thee?' Then he beat him soundly and opening the door, put him out in the middle of the night..Omar ben Abdulaziz and the
Poets, The Khalif, i. 45..They tell that El Hejjaj (70) once commanded the Master of Police [of Bassora] to go round about [the city] by night, and
whomsoever he found [abroad] after nightfall, that he should strike off his head. So he went round one night of the nights and came upon three
youths staggering from side to side, and on them signs of [intoxication with] wine. So the officers laid hold of them and the captain of the watch
said to them, "Who are ye that ye transgress the commandment of the [lieutenant of the] Commander of the Faithful and come abroad at this hour?"
Quoth one of the youths, "I am the son of him to whom [all] necks (71) abase themselves, alike the nose-pierced (72) of them and the
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[bone-]breaker; (73) they come to him in their own despite, abject and submissive, and he taketh of their wealth (74) and of their blood.".? ? ? ? ?
In her revolving scheme, to bitter sweetness still Succeeds and things become straight, after crookedness..Then he re-entered the village and buying
the prince a horse, mounted him thereon and they ceased not going, till they came to the frontier of their own country, where there fell robbers upon
them by the way and took all that was with them and pinioned them; after which they cast them into a pit hard by the road and went away and left
them to die there, and indeed they had cast many folk into that pit and they had died..On this wise, O King Shah Bekht," continued the vizier, "is
the issue of eagerness for [the goods of] the world and covetise of that which our knowledge embraceth not; indeed, [whoso doth thus] shall perish
and repent Nor, O king of the age, (added he) is this story more extraordinary than that of the sharper and the merchants.".126. Ibrahim ben el
Khawwas and the Christian King's Daughter cccclxxvii.Presently, up came a woman with a phial of urine, and when the [mock] physician saw the
phial afar off, he said to her, 'This is the urine of a man, a stranger.' 'Yes,' answered she; and he continued, 'Is he not a Jew and is not his ailment
indigestion?' 'Yes,' replied the woman, and the folk marvelled at this; wherefore the man was magnified in Galen's eyes, for that he heard speech
such as was not of the usage of physicians, seeing that they know not urine but by shaking it and looking into it anear neither know they a man's
water from a woman's water, nor a stranger's [from a countryman's], nor a Jew's from a Sherifs. (22) Then said the woman, 'What is the remedy?'
Quoth the weaver, 'Pay down the fee.' So she paid him a dirhem and he gave her medicines contrary to that ailment and such as would aggravate
the patient's malady..When El Abbas had made an end of his verses, his father said to him, "I seek refuge for thee with God, O my son! Hast thou
any want unto which thou availest not, so I may endeavour for thee therein and lavish my treasures in quest thereof?" "O father mine," answered El
Abbas, "I have, indeed, an urgent want, on account whereof I came forth of my native land and left my people and my home and exposed myself to
perils and stresses and became an exile from my country, and I trust in God that it may be accomplished by thine august endeavour." "And what is
thy want?" asked the king. Quoth El Abbas, "I would have thee go and demand me in marriage Mariyeh, daughter of the King of Baghdad, for that
my heart is distraught with love of her." And he recounted to his father his story from first to last..? ? ? ? ? El Abbas from Akil his stead is come
again; Prize hath he made of steeds and many a baggage-train;.King Shah Bekht and His Vizier Er Rehwan.When Tuhfeh heard this, it was
grievous to her and she wept sore; whereupon quoth the head to her, 'The relief of God the Most High is near at hand; but now let me hear
somewhat of thy speech.' So she took the lute and sang three songs, weeping the while. 'By Allah,' said the head, 'thou hast been bountiful to me,
may God be with thee!' Then it disappeared and the season of sundown came. So she arose [and betook herself] to her place [in the hall];
whereupon the candles rose up from under the earth and kindled themselves. Then the kings of the Jinn appeared and saluted her and kissed her
hands and she saluted them. Presently, up came Kemeriyeh and her three sisters and saluted Tuhfeh and sat down; whereupon the tables were
brought and they ate. Then the tables were removed and there came the wine-tray and the drinking-service. So Tuhfeh took the lute and one of the
three queens filled the cup and signed to Tuhfeh [to sing]. Now she had in her hand a violet; so Tuhfeh sang the following verses:.The servant said
no more to him, but, when it was morning, he acquainted a number of the king's servants with this and they said, 'This is an opportunity for us.
Come let us assemble together and acquaint the king with this, so the young merchant may lose favour with him and he rid us of him and we be at
rest from him.' So they assembled together and going in to the king, said to him, 'We have a warning we would give thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is
your warning?' And they said, 'Yonder youth, the merchant, whom thou hast taken into favour and whose rank thou hast exalted above the chiefs of
the people of thy household, we saw yesterday draw his sword and offer to fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.' When the king heard this, his
colour changed and he said to them, 'Have ye proof of this?' Quoth they, 'What proof wouldst thou have? If thou desire this, feign thyself drunken
again this night and lie down, as if asleep, and watch him, and thou wilt see with thine eyes all that we have named to thee.'.? ? ? ? ? And pliedst us
with cups of wine, whilst from the necklace pearls (142) A strange intoxicating bliss withal did circulate,.When her master heard this, his reason
fled for joy and he went to his friend the draper and said to him, "Thou wast right in the matter of the damsel, for that she is enamoured of the
young Damascene; so how shall I do?" Quoth the other, "Go to the bazaar and when thou seest him, salute him and say to him, 'Indeed, thy
departure the other day, without accomplishing thine occasion, was grievous to me; so, if thou be still minded to buy the girl, I will abate thee an
hundred dinars of that which thou badest for her, by way of hospitable entreatment of thee and making myself agreeable to thee; for that thou art a
stranger in our land.' If he say to thee, 'I have no desire for her' and hold off from thee, know that he will not buy; in which case, let me know, so I
may contrive thee another device; and if he say to thee other than this, conceal not from me aught..When it was the second day, the second of the
king's viziers, whose name was Beheroun, came in to him and said, "God advance the king! This that yonder youth hath done is a grave matter and
a foul deed and a heinous against the household of the king." So Azadbekht bade fetch the youth, because of the saying of the vizier; and when he
came into his presence, he said to him, "Out on thee, O youth! Needs must I slay thee by the worst of deaths, for indeed thou hast committed a
grave crime, and I will make thee a warning to the folk." "O king," answered the youth, "hasten not, for the looking to the issues of affairs is a pillar
of the realm and [a cause of] continuance and sure stablishment for the kingship. Whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs, there befalleth him that
which befell the merchant, and whoso looketh to the issues of affairs, there betideth him of joyance that which betided the merchant's son." "And
what is the story of the merchant and his son?" asked the king. "O king," answered the youth,.33. Ali the Persian and the Kurd Sharper ccxciv.25.
Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, i. 183..? ? ? ? ? b. The Story of Janshah
ccccxcix.Then he bade fetch the youth and when he was present before him, he prostrated himself to him and prayed for him; whereupon quoth the
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king to him, "Out on thee! How long shall the folk upbraid me on thine account and blame me for delaying thy slaughter? Even the people of my
city blame me because of thee, so that I am grown a talking-stock among them, and indeed they come in to me and upbraid me [and urge me] to put
thee to death. How long shall I delay this? Indeed, this very day I mean to shed thy blood and rid the folk of thy prate.".83. Adi ben Zeid and the
Princess Hind dclxviii.74. The Simpleton and the Sharper ccclxxxviii.Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth, iii. 203..? ? ? ? ? Then get thee
gone nor covet that which thou shall ne'er obtain; So shall it be, although the time seem near and the event..Prisoner and how God gave him Relief,
Story of the, i. 174..? ? ? ? ? Make drink your usance in my company And flout the time that languishing doth go..On this wise they did three times,
and every time [he climbed the tree] the lover came up out of the underground place and bestrode her, whilst her husband looked on and she still
said, 'O liar, seest thou aught?' 'Yes,' would he answer and came down in haste, but saw no one and she said to him, 'By my life, look and say
nought but the truth!' Then said he to her, 'Arise, let us depart this place, (234) for it is full of Jinn and Marids.' [So they returned to their house] and
passed the night [there] and the man arose in the morning, assured that this was all but imagination and illusion. And so the lover accomplished his
desire. (235) Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the king and the tither.".Now the dancing of
Iblis pleased Queen Es Shuhba and she said to him, 'By Allah, this is a goodly dancing!' He thanked her for this and said to Tuhfeh, 'O Tuhfeh,
there is not on the face of the earth a skilfuller than Ishac en Nedim; but thou art more skilful than he. Indeed, I have been present with him many a
time and have shown him passages (234) on the lute, and there have betided me such and such things with him. (235) Indeed, the story of my
dealings with him is a long one and this is no time to repeat it; but now I would fain show thee a passage on the lute, whereby thou shall be exalted
over all the folk.' Quoth she to him, 'Do what seemeth good to thee.' So he took the lute and played thereon on wondrous wise, with rare divisions
and extraordinary modulations, and showed her a passage she knew not; and this was liefer to her than all that she had gotten. Then she took the
lute from him and playing thereon, [sang and] presently returned to the passage that he had shown her; and he said, 'By Allah, thou singest better
than I!' As for Tuhfeh, it was made manifest to her that her former usance (236) was all of it wrong and that what she had learnt from the Sheikh
Aboultawaif Iblis was the origin and foundation [of all perfection] in the art. So she rejoiced in that which she had gotten of [new skill in] touching
the lute far more than in all that had fallen to her lot of wealth and raiment and kissed the Sheikh's hand..85. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant
dclxx.76 En Numan and the Arab of the Benou Tai dclx.Third Officer's Story, The, ii. 137..Accordingly, one night, when they were alone with the
king and he leant back, as he were asleep, they said these words and the king heard it all and was like to die of rage and said in himself, 'These are
young boys, not come to years of discretion, and have no intrigue with any; and except they had heard these words from some one, they had not
spoken with each other thereof.' When it was morning, wrath overmastered him, so that he stayed not neither deliberated, but summoned Abou
Temam and taking him apart, said to him, 'Whoso guardeth not his lord's honour, (126) what behoveth unto him?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'It behoveth
that his lord guard not his honour.' 'And whoso entereth the king's house and playeth the traitor with him,' continued the king, 'what behoveth unto
him?' And Abou Temam answered, 'He shall not be left on life.' Whereupon the king spat in his face and said to him, 'Both these things hast thou
done.' Then he drew his dagger on him in haste and smiting him in the belly, slit it and he died forthright; whereupon the king dragged him to a
well that was in his palace and cast him therein..? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dccoc.The old man took the casting-bottle from the Jew and
going up to Noureddin and the damsel, sprinkled their faces, whereupon they came to themselves and fell to relating to each other that which they
had suffered, since their separation, for the anguish of severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el Milah with that which he had endured
from the folk who would have slain him and made away with him; and she said to him, "O my lord, let us presently give over this talk and praise
God for reunion of loves, and all this shall cease from us." Then she gave him the cup and he said, "By Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in
this plight!" So she drank it off before him and taking the lute, swept the strings and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid thou
shouldst attain thy wishes! What care I If thou have looked on me a look that caused thee languishment?.When the Khalif heard his verses, he took
the cup from his hand and kissed it and drank it off and returned it to Aboulhusn, who made him an obeisance and filled and drank. Then he filled
again and kissing the cup thrice, recited the following verses:.A white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare, ii. 291..? ? ? ? ? The billows of
thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore; I sink and all in vain for succour I implore..Four sharpers once plotted against a money-changer, a man of
abounding wealth, and agreed upon a device for the taking of somewhat of his money. So one of them took an ass and laying on it a bag, wherein
was money, lighted down at the money-changer's shop and sought of him change for the money. The money- changer brought out to him the
change and bartered it with him, whilst the sharper was easy with him in the matter of the exchange, so he might give him confidence in himself.
[As they were thus engaged,] up came the [other three] sharpers and surrounded the ass; and one of them said, '[It is] he,' and another said, 'Wait till
I look at him.' Then he fell to looking on the ass and stroking him from his mane to his crupper; whilst the third went up to him and handled him
and felt him from head to tail, saying, ' Yes, [it is] in him.' Quoth another, ['Nay,] it is not in him.' And they gave not over doing the like of
this..The Third Night of the Month.Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdar and the Sixteen, ii. 117..? ? ? ? ? O thou
my inclining to love him that blamest, Shall lovers be blamed for the errors of Fate?.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother
clviii.Officer's Story, The Twelfth, ii. 179..I clipped her in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent, iii. 125..When those who were
present heard this, they kissed the earth before him and offered up prayers for him and for the damsel Shehrzad, and the vizier thanked her. Then
Shehriyar made an end of the session in all weal, whereupon the folk dispersed to their dwelling-places and the news was bruited abroad that the
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king purposed to marry the vizier's daughter Shehrzad. Then he proceeded to make ready the wedding gear, and [when he had made an end of his
preparations], he sent after his brother King Shahzeman, who came, and King Shehriyar went forth to meet him with the troops. Moreover, they
decorated the city after the goodliest fashion and diffused perfumes [from the censing-vessels] and [burnt] aloes-wood and other perfumes in all the
markets and thoroughfares and rubbed themselves with saffron, what while the drums beat and the flutes and hautboys sounded and it was a notable
day..? ? ? ? ? I crave none other than thou for friend, beloved of my heart; So trust in my speech, for the generous are true and trusty still..? ? ? ? ?
Whose wits (like mine, alack!) thou stalest and whose hearts With shafts from out thine eyes bewitching thou didst smite..Arab of the Benou Tai,
En Numan and the, i. 203..Sons, The Merchant and his, i. 81..Seventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 150..So she gave him all that she possessed and he
sold it and paid the rest of her price; after which there remained to him a hundred dirhems. These he spent and lay that night with the damsel in all
delight of life, and his soul was like to fly for joy; but when he arose in the morning, he sat weeping and the damsel said to him, 'What aileth thee to
weep?' And he said, 'I know not if my father be dead, and he hath none other heir but myself; and how shall I win to him, seeing I have not a
dirhem?' Quoth she, 'I have a bracelet; do thou sell it and buy small pearls with the price. Then bray them and fashion them into great pearls, and
thereon thou shalt gain much money, wherewith we may make our way to thy country.' So he took the bracelet and repairing to a goldsmith, said to
him, 'Break up this bracelet and sell it.' But he said, 'The king seeketh a good (183) bracelet; I will go to him and bring thee the price thereof.' So he
carried the bracelet to the Sultan and it pleased him greatly, by reason of the goodliness of its workmanship. Then he called an old woman, who
was in his palace, and said to her, 'Needs must I have the mistress of this bracelet, though but for a single night, or I shall die.' And the old woman
answered, 'I will bring her to thee.'.?THE THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik
ez Zahir Rukneddin, ii. 117..On this wise he abode a space of days, after which he made himself at home in the land and took to himself comrades
and got him friends galore, with whom he addressed himself to diversion and good cheer. Moreover, he went a-pleasuring with his friends and their
hearts were solaced [by his company] and he entertained them with stories and civilities (161) and diverted them with pleasant verses and told them
abundance of histories and anecdotes. Presently, the report of him reached King Jemhour, lord of Cashghar of Hind, and great was his desire [for
his company]. So he went in quest of him and Abdallah repaired to his court and going in to him, kissed the earth before him. Jemhour welcomed
him and entreated him with kindness and bade commit him to the guest-house, where he abode three days, at the end of which time the king sent
[to him] a chamberlain of his chamberlains and let bring him to his presence. When he came before him, he greeted him [with the usual
compliment], and the interpreter accosted him, saying, "King Jemhour hath heard of thy report, that thou art a goodly boon-companion and an
eloquent story-teller, and he would have thee company with him by night and entertain him with that which thou knowest of anecdotes and pleasant
stories and verses." And he made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".As for the king their father, he abode with his wife, their mother, what
while God (to whom belong might and majesty) willed, and they rejoiced in reunion with each other. The kingship endured unto them and glory
and victory, and the king continued to rule with justice and equity, so that the people loved him and still invoked on him and on his sons length of
days and durance; and they lived the most delightsome of lives till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, He
who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs; and this is all that hath come down to us of the story of the king and his wife and children.
Nor," added the vizier, "if this story be a solace and a diversion, is it pleasanter or more diverting than that of the young man of Khorassan and his
mother and sister.".?OF THE USELESSNESS OF ENDEAVOUR AGAINST PERSISTENT ILL FORTUNE..The Fourth Day..Now the singer had
entered and the druggist's wife said to him, 'Arise, enter this chest.' So he entered it and she shut the lid on him and opened to her husband, who
came in, in a state of bewilderment, and searched the house, but found none and overlooked the chest. So he said in himself, 'The house [of which
the singer spoke] is one which resembleth my house and the woman is one who resembles my wife,' and returned to his shop; whereupon the singer
came forth of the chest and falling upon the druggist's wife, did his occasion and paid her her due and weighed down the scale for her. (196) Then
they ate and drank and kissed and clipped, and on this wise they abode till the evening, when she gave him money, for that she found his weaving
good, (197) and made him promise to come to her on the morrow..? ? ? ? ? bb. The King of Hind and his Visier dccccxxviii.So he went out to them
and questioned them of their case, whereupon, "Return to thy lord," answered they, "and question him of Prince El Abbas, if he have come unto
him, for that he left his father King El Aziz a full-told year agone, and indeed longing for him troubleth the king and he hath levied a part of his
army and his guards and is come forth in quest of his son, so haply he may light upon tidings of him." Quoth the eunuch, "Is there amongst you a
brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!" answered they. "But we are all his mamelukes and the boughten of his money, and his father El Aziz hath
despatched us to make enquiry of him. So go thou to thy lord and question him of the prince and return to us with that which he shall answer you."
"And where is King El Aziz?" asked the eunuch; and they replied, "He is encamped in the Green Meadow." (96).? ? ? ? ? m. The Dethroned King
whose Kingdom and Good were Restored to Him dcccci.30. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin dxxxii.157. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif
dcccxlv.There was once, in the land of Fars, (15) a man who took to wife a woman higher than himself in rank and nobler of lineage, but she had
no guardian to preserve her from want. It misliked her to marry one who was beneath her; nevertheless, she married him, because of need, and took
of him a bond in writing to the effect that he would still be under her commandment and forbiddance and would nowise gainsay her in word or
deed. Now the man was a weaver and he bound himself in writing to pay his wife ten thousand dirhems, [in case he should make default in the
condition aforesaid]..On the third day I said to myself, "Thou art mad or witless!" For I was going about in quest of a woman who knew me and I
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knew her not, seeing that indeed she was veiled, [whenas I saw her]. Then I went round about the third day till the hour of afternoon prayer, and
sore was my concern and my chagrin, for I knew that there abode to me of my life but [till] the morrow, when the chief of the police would seek
me. When it was the time of sundown, I passed through one of the streets, and beheld a woman at a window. Her door was ajar and she was
clapping her hands and casting furtive glances at me, as who should say, "Come up by the door." So I went up, without suspicion, and when I
entered, she rose and clasped me to her breast 1 marvelled at her affair and she said to me, "I am she whom thou depositedst with Amin el Hukm."
Quoth I to her, "O my sister, I have been going round and round in quest of thee, for indeed thou hast done a deed that will be chronicled in history
and hast cast me into slaughter (100) on thine account." "Sayst thou this to me," asked she, "and thou captain of men?" And I answered, "How
should I not be troubled, seeing that I am in concern [for an affair] that I turn over and over [in my mind], more by token that I abide my day long
going about [searching for thee] and in the night I watch its stars [for wakefulness]?" Quoth she, "Nought shall betide but good, and thou shalt get
the better of him.".One day, another of my friends came to me and said 'A neighbour of mine hath invited me to hear [music]. [And he would have
me go with him;] but I said, 'I will not foregather with any one.' However, he prevailed upon me [to accompany him]; so we repaired to the place
and found there a man, who came to meet us and said, '[Enter,] in the name of God!' Then he pulled out a key and opened the door, whereupon we
entered and he locked the door after us. Quoth I, 'We are the first of the folk; but where are their voices?' (128) '[They are] within the house,'
answered he. 'This is but a privy door; so be not amazed at the absence of the folk.' And my friend said to me, 'Behold, we are two, and what can
they avail to do with us?' [Then he brought us into the house,] and when we entered the saloon, we found it exceeding desolate and repulsive of
aspect Quoth my friend, 'We are fallen [into a trap]; but there is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' And I said, 'May
God not requite thee for me with good!'.When the appointed day arrived, En Numan sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily the first part of this
day is past." And Sherik answered, "The king hath no recourse against me till it be eventide." When it evened, there appeared one afar off and En
Numan fell to looking upon him and on Sherik, and the latter said to him, "Thou hast no right over me till yonder fellow come, for belike he is my
man." As he spoke, up came the Tai in haste and En Numan said "By Allah, never saw I [any] more generous than you two! I know not whether of
you is the more generous, this one who became warrant for thee in [danger of] death or thou who returnest unto slaughter." Then said he to Sherik,
"What prompted thee to become warrant for him, knowing that it was death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath departed
from viziers.'" Then said En Numan to the Tai, "And thou, what prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was death and thine own
destruction?" Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Fidelity hath departed from the folk.'" And En Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the third
of you, (173) lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed from kings.'" So he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-omen; whereupon the Arab
recited the following verses:.Disciple's Story, The, i. 283..The king gave him leave for this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and said to
her, "I am come to thee, on account of a grave reproach, and I would have thee be truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the youth into
the sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that she
had no knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "I will teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself and
thy face be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered, saying, "When the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of
this, say thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price
money may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." I laughed at him who bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he
sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will come one of the nights, drunken, and enter and lie down in the
sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face will be blackened with him and thine honour
abased."' Be this thy saying to the king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth the queen, "And I also will say thus.".? ? ? ? ?
d. The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man dcccxcii.A certain singing-woman was fair of favour and high in
repute, and it befell one day that she went out apleasuring. As she sat, (133) behold, a man lopped of the hand stopped to beg of her, and he entered
in at the door. Then he touched her with his stump, saying, "Charity, for the love of God!" but she answered, "God open [on thee the gate of
subsistence]!" and reviled him. Some days after this, there came to her a messenger and gave her the hire of her going forth. (134) So she took with
her a handmaid and an accompanyist; (135) and when she came to the appointed place, the messenger brought her into a long passage, at the end
whereof was a saloon. So (quoth she) we entered and found none therein, but saw the [place made ready for an] entertainment with candles and
wine and dessert, and in another place we saw food and in a third beds..97. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady and Muslin ben el Welid ccccvii.? ? ? ? ?
"Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content." So runs the rede 'mongst all that dwell in city or in tent..? ? ? ? ? Sans fault of mine, my
blood and tears he shed and beggared me Of him I love, yet for himself gained nought thereby whate'er..? ? ? ? ? By Him whom I worship, indeed,
I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, By Him in whose honour the pilgrims throng and fare to Arafat's hill,.? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the
Loaves of Bread dcccclxxxiv."Leave the mention of him. Who is at the door?" Quoth Adi, "El Akhwes el Ansari." (54) "God the Most High put
him away and estrange him from His mercy!" cried Omar. "Is it not he who said, berhyming on a man of Medina his slave-girl, so she might
outlive her master ... ?" [And he repeated the following line:].Then they returned to Dinarzad and displayed her in the fifth dress and in the sixth,
which was green. Indeed, she overpassed with her loveliness the fair of the four quarters of the world and outshone, with the brightness of her
countenance, the full moon at its rising; for she was even as saith of her the poet in the following verses:.The Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds (162)
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Haroun er Reshid had a boon-companion of the number of his boon-companions, by name Ishac ben Ibrahim en Nedim el Mausili, (163) who was
the most accomplished of the folk of his time in the art of smiting upon the lute; and of the Commander of the Faithful's love for him, he assigned
him a palace of the choicest of his palaces, wherein he was wont to instruct slave-girls in the arts of lute-playing and singing. If any slave-girl
became, by his instruction, accomplished in the craft, he carried her before the Khalif, who bade her play upon the lute; and if she pleased him, he
would order her to the harem; else would he restore her to Ishac's palace..Then said Azadbekht to him (and indeed his words were [prompted] by
anger and those of the youth by presence of mind and good breeding), "I bought thee with my money and looked for fidelity from thee, wherefore I
chose thee over all my grandees and servants and made thee keeper of my treasuries. Why, then, hast thou outraged my honour and entered my
house and played the traitor with me and tookest no thought unto that which I have done thee of benefits?" "O king," answered the youth, "I did this
not of my choice and freewill and I had no [evil] intent in being there; but, of the littleness of my luck, I was driven thither, for that fate was
contrary and fair fortune lacking. Indeed, I had striven with all endeavour that nought of foul should proceed from me and kept watch over myself,
lest default appear in me; but none may avail to make head against ill fortune, nor doth endeavour profit in case of lack of luck, as appeareth by the
example of the merchant who was stricken with ill luck and his endeavour profited him not and he succumbed to the badness of his fortune." "What
is the story of the merchant," asked the king, "and how was his luck changed upon him by the sorriness of his fortune?" "May God prolong the
king's continuance!" answered the youth..Then they brought the raft before him and I said to him, 'O my lord, I am in thy hands, I and all my good.'
He looked at the raft and seeing therein jacinths and emeralds and crude ambergris, the like whereof was not in his treasuries, marvelled and was
amazed at this. Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we should covet that which God the Most High hath vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it
behoveth us rather to further thee on thy return to thine own country.' So I called down blessings on him and thanked him. Then he signed to one of
his attendants, who took me and established me in a goodly lodging, and the king assigned me a daily allowance and pages to wait on me. And
every day I used to go in to him and he entertained me and entreated me friendly and delighted in my converse; and as often as our assembly broke
up, I went out and walked about the town and the island, diverting myself by viewing them..? ? ? ? ? The world is upon me all desolate grown.
Alack, my long grief and forlornness! Who knows.? ? ? ? ? p. The Idiot and the Sharper dccccv.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Officer's Story dccccxxxii.6.
Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif El Mamoun xciv.? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story cxxix.? ? ? ? ? u. The Two Sharpers
who cheated each his Fellow dccccxi.On the morrow, he repaired to the druggist, who saluted him and came to meet him and rejoiced in him and
smiled in his face, deeming his wife innocent. Then he questioned him of his yesterday's case and he told him how he had fared, saying, 'O my
brother, when the cuckold knocked at the door, I would have entered the chest; but his wife forbade me and rolled me up in the rug. The man
entered and thought of nothing but the chest; so he broke it open and abode as he were a madman, going up and coming down. Then he went his
way and I came out and we abode on our wonted case till eventide, when she gave me this shirt of her husband's; and behold, I am going to
her.'.When the night was half spent, I arose [and went forth the tent] to do an occasion of mine, and none knew of my case save this woman. The
dogs misdoubted of me and followed me and gave not over besetting me, till I fell on my back into a deep pit, wherein was water, and one of the
dogs fell in with me. The woman, who was then a girl in the first bloom of youth, full of strength and spirit, was moved to pity on me, for that
wherein I was fallen, and coming to me with a rope, said to me, "Lay hold of this rope." So I laid hold of the rope and clung to it and she pulled me
up; but, when I was halfway up, I pulled her [down] and she fell with me into the pit; and there we abode three days, she and I and the
dog..Officer's Story, The Seventh, ii. 150..? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman . dcxxvi.So she arose and returned to her house, whilst El Merouzi
abode in his place till the night was half spent, when he said to himself, 'How long [is this to last]? Yet how can I let this knavish dog die and lose
the money? Methinks I were better open the tomb on him and bring him forth and take my due of him by dint of grievous beating and torment.'
Accordingly, he dug him up and pulled him forth of the tomb; after which he betook himself to an orchard hard by the burial-ground and cut thence
staves and palm sticks. Then he tied the dead man's legs and came down on him with the staff and beat him grievously; but he stirred not. When the
time grew long on him, his shoulders became weary and he feared lest some one of the watch should pass on his round and surprise him. So he
took up Er Razi and carrying him forth of the cemetery, stayed not till he came to the Magians' burying-place and casting him down in a sepulchre
(42) there, rained heavy blows upon him till his shoulders failed him, but the other stirred not Then he sat down by his side and rested; after which
he rose and renewed the beating upon him, [but to no better effect; and thus he did] till the end of the night.? ? ? ? ? Lo! in the garden-ways, the
place of ease and cheer, Still, like the moon at full, my light thou mayst espy..? ? ? ? ? The absent ones' harbinger came us unto With tidings of
those who (129) had caused us to rue..?STORY OF THE SINGER AND THE DRUGGIST..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother
xxxi.When the king heard this, he said, 'This proof sufficeth me,' and rising forthright in the night, let bring the youth and the eunuch. Then he
examined the former's throat with a candle and saw [the scar where] it [had been] cut from ear to ear, and indeed the place had healed up and it was
like unto a stretched-out thread. Therewithal the king fell down prostrate to God, [in thanksgiving to Him] for that He had delivered the prince from
all these perils and from the stresses that he had undergone, and rejoiced with an exceeding joy for that he had wrought deliberately and had not
made haste to slay him, in which case sore repentance had betided him. As for the youth," continued the young treasurer, "he was not saved but
because his term was deferred, and on like wise, O king, is it with me; I too have a deferred term, which I shall attain, and a period which I shall
accomplish, and I trust in God the Most High that He will give me the victory over these wicked viziers.".? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent
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dcccciii.When she had made an end of her song, all who were in the assembly wept for the daintiness of her speech and the sweetness of her voice
and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with the goodliness of thy verses and the elegance of thy
speech." All this while Shefikeh abode gazing upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his slave-girls and considered the goodliness of their
apparel and the nimbleness of their wits and the elegance of their speech, her reason was confounded. Then she sought leave of El Abbas and
returning to her mistress Mariyeh, without letter or answer, acquainted her with his case and that wherein he was of puissance and delight and
majesty and venerance and loftiness of rank. Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the slave-girls and their circumstance and that which they
had said and how they had made El Abbas desireful of returning to his own country by the recitation of verses to the sound of the strings..Then I
sang and the captain said, "It is good," Quoth I, "Nay, but thou art loathly." He looked at me and said, "By Allah, thou shalt never more scent the
odour of the world!" But his comrades said to him, "Do it not," and appeased him, till he said, "If it must be so, she shall abide here a whole year,
not going forth." And I said, "I am content to submit to whatsoever pleaseth thee. If I have erred, thou art of those to whom pertaineth clemency."
He shook his head and drank, then arose and went out to do his occasion, what while his comrades were occupied with what they were about of
merry-making and drunkenness and sport. So I winked to my fellows and we slipped out into the corridor. We found the door open and fled forth,
unveiled and knowing not whither we went; nor did we halt till we had left the house far behind and happened on a cook cooking, to whom said I,
"Hast thou a mind to quicken dead folk?" And he said, "Come up." So we went up into the shop, and he said, 'Lie down." Accordingly, we lay
down and he covered us with the grass, (137) wherewith he was used to kindle [the fire] under the food..Meanwhile, when the thieves halted, one
of them said to the others, 'Let us return and see;' and the captain said, 'This thing is impossible of the dead: never heard we that they came to life
on this wise. So let us return and take our good, for that the dead have no occasion for good.' And they were divided in opinion as to returning: but
[presently they came to a decision and] said, 'Indeed, our arms are gone and we cannot avail against them and will not draw near the place where
they are: only let one of us [go thither and] look at it, and if he hear no sound of them, let him advertise us what we shall do.' So they agreed that
they should send a man of them and assigned him [for this service] two parts [of the booty]..? ? ? ? ? You swore you'd be faithful to us and our
love, And true to your oath and your troth-plight were you;.God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! ii. 96
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