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Then said the king, "Hast thou a need we may accomplish unto thee? For indeed we are exceeding beholden to thee for that which thou didst in the

matter of Hudheifeh and his folk." And he let cast over him a mantle of Egyptian satin, worth an hundred dinars. Moreover, he bade his treasurer

give him a thousand dinars and said to him, "O youth, take this in part of that which thou deserves! of us; and if thou prolong thy sojourn with us,

we will give thee slaves and servants." El Abbas kissed the earth and said, "O king, may grant thee abiding prosperity, I deserve not all this." Then

he put his hand to his poke and pulling out two caskets of gold, in each of which were rubies, whose value none could tell, gave them to the king,

saying, "O king, God cause thy prosperity to endure, I conjure thee by that which God hath vouchsafed thee, heal my heart by accepting these two

caskets, even as I have accepted thy present." So the king accepted the two caskets and El Abbas took his leave and went away to the bazaar..? ? ? ?

? Indeed her glance, her sides are soft; but none the less, alas! Her heart is harder than the rock; there is no mercy there..Then he stripped him of his

clothes and clapping on his neck a heavy chain, bound him to a high lattice and fell to drubbing him two bouts a day and two anights; and on this

wise he abode the space of ten days. Then his mother came to him and said, "O my son, O Aboulhusn, return to thy reason, for this is the Devil's

doing." Quoth he, "Thou sayst sooth, O my mother, and bear thou witness of me that I repent [and forswear] that talk and turn from my madness.

So do thou deliver me, for I am nigh upon death." So his mother went out to the superintendant and procured his release and he returned to his own

house..Journeyman and the Girl, The, ii. 17..85. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant dclxx.32. The Mock Khalif cclxxxvi.Solomon, David and, i.

275..?OF THE ADVANTAGES OF PATIENCE..86. The Three Unfortunate Lovers dclxxii.Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair

Daughter in Marriage to the, i. 247..Sixteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 193..As they abode thus on the fourth day, behold, a company of folk giving

their beasts the rein and crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick! Haste to our rescue, O King!" Therewithal the king's chamberlains and officers

accosted them and said to them, "What is behind you and what hath befallen you?" Quoth they, "Bring us before the king." [So they carried them to

Ins ben Cais;] and when they saw him, they said to him, "O king, except thou succour us, we are dead men; for that we are a folk of the Benou

Sheiban, (67) who have taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora, and Hudheifeh the Arab (68) hath come down on us with his horses and his men

and hath slain our horsemen and carried off our women and children; nor was one saved of the tribe but he who fled; wherefore we crave help

[first] by God the Most High, then by thy life.".On this wise, O King Shah Bekht," continued the vizier, "is the issue of eagerness for [the goods of]

the world and covetise of that which our knowledge embraceth not; indeed, [whoso doth thus] shall perish and repent Nor, O king of the age,

(added he) is this story more extraordinary than that of the sharper and the merchants.".152. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous dccxu.? ? ? ? ? My

secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide; Of thee and of thy love enough have I abyed..Sitt el Milah, Noureddin Ali of Damascus and, iii. 3..? ?

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ja. Story of David and Solomon dcccxcix.It is said that, when the Khalifate devolved on Omar ben Abdulaziz (42) (of whom God

accept), the poets [of the time] resorted to him, as they had been used to resort to the Khalifs before him, and abode at his door days and days, but

he gave them not leave to enter, till there came to Omar Adi ben Artah, (43) who stood high in esteem with him. Jerir (44) accosted him and

begged him to crave admission for them [to the Khalif]. "It is well," answered Adi and going in to Omar, said to him, "The poets are at thy door

and have been there days and days; yet hast thou not given them leave to enter, albeit their sayings are abiding (45) and their arrows go straight to

the mark." Quoth Omar, "What have I to do with the poets?" And Adi answered, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, the Prophet (whom God

bless and preserve) was praised [by a poet] and gave [him largesse,] and therein (46) is an exemplar to every Muslim." Quoth Omar, "And who

praised him?" "Abbas ben Mirdas (47) praised him," replied Adi, "and he clad him with a suit and said, 'O Bilal, (48) cut off from me his tongue!'"

"Dost thou remember what he said?" asked the Khalif; and Adi said, "Yes." "Then repeat it," rejoined Omar. So Adi recited the following verses:.?

? ? ? ? What is there in the tents? Their burdens are become A lover's, whose belov'd is in the litters' shrined..Whenas mine eyes behold thee not,

that day, iii. 47..The following story occupies the last five Nights (cxcv-cc) of the unfinished Calcutta Edition of 1814-18. The only other text of it

known to me is that published by Monsieur Langles (Paris, 1814), as an appendix to his Edition of the Voyages of Sindbad, and of this I have

freely availed myself in making the present translation, comparing and collating with it the Calcutta (1814-18) Text and filling up and correcting

omissions and errors that occur in the latter. In the Calcutta (1814-18) Text this story (Vol. II. pp. 367-378) is immediately succeeded by the Seven

Voyages of Sindbad (Vol. II. pp. 378-458), which conclude the work..The subscribers to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night" and the

present "Tales from the Arabic" have now before them a complete English rendering (the first ever made) of all the tales contained in the four

printed (Arabic) Texts of the original work and I have, therefore, thought it well to add to this, the last Volume of my Translation, full Tables of

Contents of these latter, a comparison of which will show the exact composition of the different Editions and the particulars in which they differ

from one another, together with the manner in which the various stories that make up the respective collections are distributed over the Nights. In

each Table, the titles of the stories occurring only in the Edition of which it gives the contents are printed in Italics and each Tale is referred to the

number of the Night on which it is begun..? ? ? ? ? How many a lover, who aspires to union with his love, For all his hopes seem near, is baulked of

that whereon he's bent!.? ? ? ? ? Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I; Amongst the fragrant flow'rets there's none with me can vie..? ?

? ? ? And who can tell if ever house shall us together bring In union of life serene and undisturbed content?.Had we thy coming known, we would

for sacrifice, i. 13..? ? ? ? ? It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, Whilst he who is clear of sight falls into it..? ? ? ? ? a. The First
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Calender's Story xi.Then he sent for the viziers and said to them, 'O wicked viziers, ye thought that God was heedless of your deed, but your

wickedness shall revert upon you. Know ye not that whoso diggeth a pit for his brother shall fall into it? Take from me the punishment of this

world and to-morrow ye shall get the punishment of the world to come and requital from God.' Then he bade put them to death; so [the headsman]

smote off their heads before the king, and he went in to his wife and acquainted her with that wherein he had transgressed against Abou Temam;

whereupon she grieved for him with an exceeding grief and the king and the people of his household left not weeping and repenting all their lives.

Moreover, they brought Abou Temam forth of the well and the king built him a dome (127) in his palace and buried him therein..? ? ? ? ? h. The

Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? For whoso doth rejoice in meeting him shall have Largesse and gifts galore at his dismounting gain..?THE

SIXTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Now I was drunken and my clothes were drenched with the blood; and as I passed along the road, I met a thief.

When he saw me, he knew me and said to me, "Harkye, such an one!" "Well?" answered I, and he said, "What is that thou hast with thee?" So I

acquainted him with the case and he took the head from me. Then we went on till we came to the river, where he washed the head and considering

it straitly, said, "By Allah, this is my brother, my father's son. and he used to spunge upon the folk." Then he threw the head into the river. As for

me, I was like a dead man [for fear]; but he said to me, "Fear not neither grieve, for thou art quit of my brother's blood.".? ? ? ? ? Whenas we saw

the cup, forthright we signed to past it round And sun and moon unto our eyes shone sparkling from it straight..? ? ? ? ? The Merciful dyed me with

that which I wear Of hues with whose goodliness none may compare..93. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil dclxxxiii.Meanwhile, when

Aboulhusn went out from the presence of the Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince mourned for her and dismissing the divan, arose

and betook himself, leaning upon Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, [to the pavilion of the harem, where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh,

that he might condole with her for her slave-girl. He found the princess sitting weeping and awaiting his coming, so she might condole with him for

[his boon-companion] Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O

my lord, God preserve my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".When Er Reshid

drew near the door of the chamber, he heard the sound of the lute and Tuhfeh's voice singing; whereat he could not restrain his reason and was like

to swoon away for excess of joy. Then he pulled out the key, but could not bring his hand to open the door. However, after awhile, he took heart

and applying himself, opened the door and entered, saying, 'Methinks this is none other than a dream or an illusion of sleep.' When Tuhfeh saw

him, she rose and coming to meet him, strained him to her bosom; and he cried out with a cry, wherein his soul was like to depart, and fell down in

a swoon. She strained him to her bosom and sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, and washed his face, till he came to himself, as he

were a drunken man, for the excess of his joy in Tuhfeh's return to him, after he had despaired of her..So the prefect carried him up to the Sultan

and he said, "I have an advertisement for thee, O my lord." "What is thine advertisement?" asked the Sultan; and the thief said, "I repent and will

deliver into thy hand all who are evildoers; and whomsoever I bring not, I will stand in his stead." Quoth the Sultan, "Give him a dress of honour

and accept his profession of repentance." So he went down from the presence and returning to his comrades, related to them that which had passed

and they confessed his subtlety and gave him that which they had promised him. Then he took the rest of the stolen goods and went up with them to

the Sultan. When the latter saw him, he was magnified in his eyes and he commanded that nought should be taken from him. Then, when he went

down, [the Sultan's] attention was diverted from him, little by little, till the case was forgotten, and so he saved the booty [for himself].' The folk

marvelled at this and the fifteenth officer came forward and said, 'Know that among those who make a trade of knavery are those whom God the

Most High taketh on their own evidence against themselves.' 'How so?' asked they; and he said..? ? ? ? ? s. The Journeyman and the Girl dccccix.So

the thief entered, he and the husband; and when they were both in the chamber, she locked on them the door, which was a stout one, and said to the

thief, 'Out on thee, O fool! Thou hast fallen [into the trap] and now I have but to cry out and the officers of the police will come and take thee and

thou wilt lose thy life, O Satan!' Quoth he, 'Let me go forth;' and she said, 'Thou art a man and I am a woman; and in thy hand is a knife and I am

afraid of thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the knife from me.' So she took the knife from him and said to her husband, 'Art thou a woman and he a man? Mar

his nape with beating, even as he did with thee; and if he put out his hand to thee, I will cry out and the police will come and take him and cut him

in sunder.' So the husband said to him, 'O thousand-horned, (248) O dog, O traitor, I owe thee a deposit, (249) for which thou dunnest me.' And he

fell to beating him grievously with a stick of live-oak, whilst he called out to the woman for help and besought her of deliverance; but she said,

'Abide in thy place till the morning, and thou shalt see wonders.' And her husband beat him within the chamber, till he [well- nigh] made an end of

him and he swooned away..?Story of the Prisoner and How God Gave Him Relief..Then she took Tuhfeh under her armpit and flying up, swiftlier

than the blinding lightning, set her down with Kemeriyeh and her company; whereupon she went up to them and accosted them, saying, 'Fear not,

no harm shall betide you; for I am a mortal, like unto you, and I would fain look on you and talk with you and hear your singing.' So they

welcomed her and abode in their place, whilst Jemreh sat down beside them and fell a-snuffing their odours and saying, 'I smell the scent of the

Jinn! I wonder whence [it cometh!'] Then said Wekhimeh to her sister Kemeriyeh, 'Yonder filthy one [smelleth us] and presently she will take to

flight; so what is this remissness concerning her?' (245) Thereupon Kemeriyeh put out a hand, (246) as it were a camel's neck, (247) and dealt

Jemreh a buffet on the head, that made it fly from her body and cast it into the sea. Then said she, 'God is most great!' And they uncovered their

faces, whereupon Tuhfeh knew them and said to them, 'Protection!'.Now he was the king of the land of Serendib, (207) and he welcomed me and

entreated me with kindness, bidding me be seated and admitting me to his table and converse. So I talked with him and called down blessings upon
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him and he took pleasure in my discourse and showed me satisfaction and said to me, 'What is thy name?' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'my name is

Sindbad the Sailor;' and he said, 'And what countryman art thou?' Quoth I, 'I am of Baghdad.' 'And how earnest thou hither?' asked he. So I told

him my story and he marvelled mightily thereat and said, 'By Allah, O Sindbad, this thy story is marvellous and it behoveth that it be written in

characters of gold.'.? ? ? ? ? If near and far thy toiling feet have trod the ways and thou Devils and Marids hast ensued nor wouldst be led aright,.All

those who were present laughed at her mockery of Iblis and marvelled at the goodliness of her observation (209) and her readiness in improvising

verses; whilst the Sheikh himself rejoiced and said to her, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, the night is gone; so arise and rest thyself ere the day; and

to-morrow all shall be well.' Then all the kings of the Jinn departed, together with those who were present of guards, and Tuhfeh abode alone,

pondering the affair of Er Reshid and bethinking her of how it was with him, after her, and of that which had betided him for her loss, till the dawn

gleamed, when she arose and walked in the palace. Presently she saw a handsome door; so she opened it and found herself in a garden goodlier

than the first, never saw eyes a fairer than it. When she beheld this garden, delight moved her and she called to mind her lord Er Reshid and wept

sore, saying, 'I crave of the bounty of God the Most High that my return to him and to my palace and my home may be near at hand!'.They abode

thus awhile and presently she said, "Up to now we have not become drunken; let me pour out." So she took the cup and gave him to drink and plied

him with liquor, till he became drunken, when she took him and carried him into a closet. Then she came out, with his head in her hand, what while

I stood silent, fixing not mine eyes on hers neither questioning her of this; and she said to me, "What is this?" "I know not," answered I; and she

said, "Take it and cast it into the river." I obeyed her commandment and she arose and stripping herself of her clothes, took a knife and cut the dead

man's body in pieces, which she laid in three baskets, and said to me, "Throw them into the river.".? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the

Sailor cclii.When Er Reshid heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the

headsman, and when he presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and

[led her away; but], when she came to the door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and

forefathers, give ear unto that I shall say!" Then she improvised and recited the following verses:.166. Aboulhusn of Khorassan dcccclix.One day,

King Suleiman Shah went in to his brother's daughter and kissing her head, said to her, 'Thou art my daughter and dearer to me than a child, for the

love of thy father deceased; wherefore I am minded to marry thee to one of my sons and appoint him my heir apparent, so he may be king after me.

Look, then, which thou wilt have of my sons, for that thou hast been reared with them and knowest them.' The damsel arose and kissing his hand,

said to him, 'O my lord, I am thine handmaid and thou art the ruler over me; so whatsoever pleaseth thee, do, for that thy wish is higher and more

honourable and nobler [than mine] and if thou wouldst have me serve thee, [as a handmaid], the rest of my life, it were liefer to me than any

[husband].'.Bunducdari (El) and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers, ii. 117..Sharper and the Merchant, The, ii.

46.When the king heard this story, he smiled and it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..King and his Chamberlain's Wife,

The, ii. 53..? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dcccclxxxix.? ? ? ? ? I am a man in whom good faith's a natural attribute; The deeds

of every upright man should with his speech agree..THE FAVOURITE AND HER LOVER. (174).? ? ? ? ? By Him whom I worship, indeed, I

swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, By Him in whose honour the pilgrims throng and fare to Arafat's hill,.Idiot and the Sharper, The, i. 298..? ? ?

? ? I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, To please him or save him from hurt, I'd enter the fire without fear!.So he

opened to me and I went out and had not gone far from the house when I met a woman, who said to me, "Methinks a long life was fore-ordained to

thee; else hadst thou not come forth of yonder house." "How so?" asked I, and she answered, "Ask thy friend [such an one," naming thee,] "and he

will acquaint thee with strange things." So, God on thee, O my friend, tell me what befell thee of wonders and rarities, for I have told thee what

befell me.' 'O my brother,' answered I, 'I am bound by a solemn oath.' And he said, 'O my friend, break thine oath and tell me.' Quoth I, 'Indeed, I

fear the issue of this.' [But he importuned me] till I told him all, whereat he marvelled. Then I went away from him and abode a long while,

[without farther news]..Relief of God, Of the Speedy, i. 174..Third Officer's Story, The, ii. 137..Whilst the Sheikh was thus occupied with taking

leave of the kings, Meimoun sought his opportunity, whenas he saw the place empty, and taking up Tuhfeh on his shoulders, soared up with her to

the confines of the sky and flew away with her. Presently, Iblis came to look for Tuhfeh and see what she purposed, but found her not and saw the

slave-girls buffeting their faces; so he said to them, 'Out on ye! What is to do?' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and

flown away with her.' When Iblis heard this, he gave a cry, to which the earth trembled, and said, 'What is to be done? Out on ye! Shall he carry off

Tuhfeh from my very palace and outrage mine honour? Doubtless, this Meimoun hath lost his wits.' Then he cried out a second time, that the earth

quaked therefor, and rose up into the air..Calcutta (1814-18) Text. 183.Then he thrust his feet into boots and girt him with a sword and a girdle and

bound about his middle a quiver and a bow and arrows. Moreover, he put money in his pocket and thrust into his sleeve letters-patent addressed to

the governor of Ispahan, bidding him assign to Rustem Khemartekeni a monthly allowance of a hundred dirhems and ten pounds of bread and five

pounds of meat and enrol him among the Turks under his commandment. Then he took him up and carrying him forth, left him in one of the

mosques..As for that which hath befallen thee, verily, it hath befallen [many] kings before thee and their women have played them false, for all

they were greater of puissance than thou, yea, and mightier of kingship and more abounding in troops. If I would, I could relate unto thee, O king,

concerning the wiles of women, that whereof I could not make an end all my life long; and indeed, aforetime, in all these my nights that I have

passed before thee, I have told thee [many stories and anecdotes] of the artifices of women and of their craft and perfidy; but indeed the things
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abound on me; (173) wherefore, if it like thee, O king, I will relate unto thee [somewhat] of that which befell kings of old time of the perfidy of

their women and of the calamities which overtook them by reason of these latter." "How so?" asked the king. "Tell on." "Hearkening and

obedience,"answered Shehrzad."It hath been told me, O king, that a man once related to a company and spoke as follows:.Accordingly, Ishac bade

admit her; so she entered, and when her eyes fell upon the Commander of the Faithful, she kissed the earth before him and said, 'Peace be upon

thee, O Commander of the Faithful and asylum of the people of the faith and reviver of justice among all creatures! May God make plain the

treading of thy feet and vouchsafe thee enjoyment of that which He hath bestowed on thee and make Paradise thy harbourage and the fire that of

thine enemies!' Quoth Er Reshid, 'And on thee be peace, O damsel! Sit.' So she sat down and he bade her sing; whereupon she took the lute and

tightening its strings, played thereon in many modes, so that the Commander of the Faithful and Jaafer were confounded and like to fly for delight.

Then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.117. The Righteousness of King Anoushirwan cccclxiv.Officer's Story, The

Fifth, ii. 144..? ? ? ? ? I'm the crown of every sweet and fragrant weed; When the loved one calls, I keep the tryst agreed..? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the

Chief of the Old Cairo Police cccxliv.Then said she to him, "O chief of the kings, the wise say, 'The kingship is a building, whereof the troops are

the foundation,' and whenas the foundation is strong, the building endureth; wherefore it behoveth the king to strengthen the foundation, for that

they say, 'Whenas the foundation is weak, the building falleth.' On like wise it behoveth the king to care for his troops and do justice among his

subjects, even as the owner of the garden careth for his trees and cutteth away the weeds that have no profit in them; and so it behoveth the king to

look into the affairs of his subjects and fend off oppression from them. As for thee, O king," continued Shehrzad, "it behoveth thee that thy vizier

be virtuous and versed in the knowledge of the affairs of the folk and the common people; and indeed God the Most High hath named his name

(166) in the history of Moses (on whom be peace!) whenas He saith, [Quoth Moses] 'And make me a vizier of my people, Aaron [my brother].

(167) Could a vizier have been dispensed withal, Moses ben Imran had been worthier [than any of this dispensation]. (168).? ? ? ? ? O blamer of

me for the love of him who denieth his grace, Which be the delightsome of things, but those which the people deny?.The company marvelled at

this story and at the doings of women. Then came forward a fourth officer and said, 'Verily, that which hath betided me of strange adventures is yet

more extraordinary than this; and it was on this wise..So the chamberlain went about that which he needed and assembling his wife's kinsfolk, said

to them, 'I am resolved to put away my wife.' They took this ill of him and complained of him and summoning him before the king, sat pleading

with him. Now the king had no knowledge of that which had passed; so he said to the chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away and how can thy

soul consent unto this and why takest thou unto thyself a goodly piece of land and after forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!' answered the

husband. 'By Allah, O king, I saw therein the track of the lion and fear to enter the land, lest the lion devour me; and indeed the like of my affair

with her is that which befell between the old woman and the draper's wife.' 'What is their story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain said, 'Know,

O king, that.After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, iii. 41..Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes, iii.

9..Then Khelbes used to attend the learned man's assembly, whilst the other would go in to his wife and abide with her, on such wise as he thought

good, till the learned man arose from his session; and when Khelbes saw that he purposed rising, he would speak a word for the lover to hear,

whereupon he went forth from Khelbes's wife, and the latter knew not that calamity was in his own house. At last the learned man, seeing Khelbes

do on this wise every day, began to misdoubt of him, more by token of that which he knew of his character, and suspicion grew upon him; so, one

day, he advanced the time of his rising before the wonted hour and hastening up to Khelbes, laid hold of him and said to him, 'By Allah, an thou

speak a single syllable, I will do thee a mischief!' Then he went in to his wife, with Khelbes in his grasp, and behold, she was sitting, as of her

wont, nor was there about her aught of suspicious or unseemly..When the king heard the vizier's speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so

he bade him go away to his house, and there he abode his day long..Sitt el Milah filled a cup and emptied it; after which she drank a second and a

third. Then she filled the cup a fourth time and handed it to the old man, but he would not accept it from her. However, she conjured him, by her

own head and that of the Commander of the Faithful, that he should take it from her, till he took the cup from her hand and kissed it and would

have set it down; but she conjured him by her life to smell it. So he smelt it and she said to him, "How deemest thou?" "Its smell is sweet," replied

he; and she conjured him, by the life of the Commander of the Faithful, to taste it. So he put it to his mouth and she rose to him and made him

drink; whereupon, "O princess of the fair," said he, "this is none other than good." Quoth she, "So deem I. Hath not our Lord promised us wine in

Paradise?" And he answered, "Yes. Quoth the Most High, 'And rivers of wine, a delight to the drinkers.' (36) And we will drink it in this world and

the world to come." She laughed and emptying the cup, gave him to drink, and he said, "O princess of the fair, indeed thou art excusable in thy love

for this." Then he took from her another and another, till he became drunken and his talk waxed great and his prate..Now this learned man had a

wife renowned for beauty and loveliness and quickness of wit and understanding and the lover cast about for a device whereby he might win to

Khelbes's wife; so he came to him and told him, as a secret, what he had seen of the learned man's wife and confided to him that he was enamoured

of her and besought him of help in this. Khelbes told him that she was distinguished to the utterest for chastity and continence and that she exposed

herself not to suspicion; but the other said, 'I cannot renounce her, [firstly,] because the woman inclineth to me and coveteth my wealth, and

secondly, because of the greatness of my love for her; and nothing is wanting but thy help.' Quoth Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the other said,

'Thou shalt have of me two dirhems a day, on condition that thou sit with the learned man and that, when he riseth from the assembly, thou speak a

word notifying the breaking up of the session.' So they agreed upon this and Khelbes entered and sat in the assembly, whilst the lover was assured
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in his heart that the secret was safe with him, wherefore he rejoiced and was content to pay the two dirhems..Now this (155) was the francolin that

bore witness against him.'.125. The Muslim Champion and the Christian Lady cccclxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she shows upon a night of

fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive air..Then they brought trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold,

inlaid with pearls and jewels; its margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon were graven the following verses:.Then the king assembled his

nobles and commons and the astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity, none

may avail to efface, and all that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought, for

that which God decreed unto my son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and thank

Him for that this was at my son's hand and not at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he strained

the youth to his breast and embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over

thee from destiny, I lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his son's head and

caused the folk and the people swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and equity. And he took

leave of him that night and died and his son reigned in his stead..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. Story of the Envier and the Envied (225) xiii.Thereupon they

all dismounted and putting off that which was upon them of harness of war, came before El Abbas and tendered him allegiance and sued for his

protection. So he held his hand from them and bade them gather together the spoils. Then he took the riches and the slaves and the camels, and they

all became his liege-men and his retainers, to the number (according to that which is said) of fifty thousand horse. Moreover, the folk heard of him

and flocked to him from all sides; whereupon he divided [the spoil amongst them] and gave gifts and abode thus three days, and there came

presents to him. Then he bade set out for Akil's abiding-place; so they fared on six days and on the seventh day they came in sight of the camp. El

Abbas bade his man Aamir forego him and give Akil the glad news of his cousin's coming. So he rode on to the camp and going in to Akil, gave

him the glad news of Zuheir's slaughter and the conquest of his tribe..34. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshid and his Vizier Jaafer

ccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? The folk witness bear of my worth and none can my virtues deny..?Story of Abou Sabir..? ? ? ? ? One of the host am I of lovers sad

and sere For waiting long drawn out and expectation drear..? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the prefrence aye, For that I come

but once a year, and but a little stay..Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green, ii. 242..As for the singer, when his [stay in the oven] grew long

upon him, he came forth therefrom, thinking that her husband had gone away. Then he went up to the roof and looking down, beheld his friend the

druggist; whereat he was sore concerned and said in himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my friend the druggist, who dealt kindly with me and

wrought me fair and I have requited him with foul' And he feared to return to the druggist; so he went down and opened the first door and would

have gone out; but, when he came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw not the key. So he stole up again to the roof and cast himself down

into the [next] house. The people of the house heard him and hastened to him, deeming him a thief. Now the house in question belonged to a

Persian; so they laid hands on him and the master of the house began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art a thief.' 'Nay,' answered he, 'I am no

thief, but a singing-man, a stranger. I heard your voices and came to sing to you.'.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a

merchant of the merchants of Damascus, by name Aboulhusn, who had money and riches and slaves and slave-girls and lands and houses and

baths; but he was not blessed with a child and indeed his years waxed great; wherefore he addressed himself to supplicate God the Most High in

private and in public and in his inclining and his prostration and at the season of the call to prayer, beseeching Him to vouchsafe him, before his

admittance [to His mercy], a son who should inherit his wealth and possessions; and God answered his prayer. So his wife conceived and the days

of her pregnancy were accomplished and her months and her nights and the pangs of her travail came upon her and she gave birth to a male child,

as he were a piece of the moon. He had not his match for beauty and he put to shame the sun and the resplendent moon; for he had a shining face

and black eyes of Babylonian witchery (2) and aquiline nose and ruby lips; brief, he was perfect of attributes, the loveliest of the folk of his time,

without doubt or gainsaying..'There was once, of old time, a hawk who made himself a nest hard by that of a locust, and the latter gloried in his

neighbourhood and betaking herself to him, saluted him and said, "O my lord and chief of the birds, indeed the nearness unto thee delighteth me

and thou honourest me with thy neighbourhood and my soul is fortified with thee." The hawk thanked her for this and there ensued friendship

between them. One day, the locust said to the hawk, "O chief of the birds, how cometh it that I see thee alone, solitary, having with thee no friend

of thy kind of the birds, to whom thou mayst incline in time of easance and of whom thou mayst seek succour in time of stress? Indeed, it is said,

'Man goeth about seeking the ease of his body and the preservation of his strength, and in this there is nought more necessary to him than a friend

who shall be the completion of his gladness and the mainstay of his life and on whom shall be his dependence in his stress and in his ease.' Now I,

albeit I ardently desire thy weal in that which beseemeth thy condition, yet am I weak [and unable] unto that which the soul craveth; but, if thou

wilt give me leave, I will seek out for thee one of the birds who shall be conformable unto thee in thy body and thy strength." And the hawk said, "I

commit this to thee and rely upon thee therein.".I am content, for him I love, to all abide, iii. 25..STORY OF THE PIOUS WOMAN ACCUSED

OF LEWDNESS..His hospitality pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his fashion, and he said to him, "O youth, who art thou? Make me

acquainted with thyself, so I may requite thee thy kindness." But Aboulhusn smiled and said, "O my lord, far be it that what is past should recur

and that I be in company with thee at other than this time!" "Why so?" asked the Khalif. "And why wilt thou not acquaint me with thy case?" And

Aboulhusn said, "Know, O my lord, that my story is extraordinary and that there is a cause for this affair." Quoth the Khalif, "And what is the
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cause?" And he answered, "The cause hath a tail." The Khalif laughed at his words and Aboulhusn said, "I will explain to thee this [saying] by the

story of the lackpenny and the cook. Know, O my lord, that.Then they arose and went up to the palace, whereupon the trays of food were brought

and they ate and drank; after which quoth Queen Es Shuhba, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to us, by way of thankoffering for thy deliverance, and favour us with

that which shall solace our minds, for that indeed my mind hath been occupied with thee.' Quoth Tuhfeh 'Hearkening and obedience, O my lady.'

So she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? r. The Man who saw the Night of Power dxcvi.? ? ? ? ? h. The Serpent-Charmer and his

Wife dcxiv.60. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose-in-bud ccclxxi.When came the night, the vizier presented himself before the king,

who bade him relate the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, Out.Ishac stared at her and seizing her hand, said to her,

'Know that I am bound by an oath that, when the singing of a damsel pleaseth me, she shall not make an end of her song but before the Commander

of the Faithful. But now tell me, how came it that thou abodest with the slave-dealer five months and wast not sold to any, and thou of this skill,

more by token that the price set on thee was no great matter?'.? ? ? ? ? Yea, for the perfidies of Fate and sev'rance I'm become Even as was Bishr

(85) of old time with Hind, (86) a fearful swain;.? ? ? ? ? Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, She shines in a dress of the hue of

pomegranate flower..? ? ? ? ? Indeed, your long estrangement hath caused my bowels yearn. Would God I were a servant in waiting at your

door!.Moreover, he assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and devised with them and asked them questions and

problems and examined with them into many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them

also of subtleties and religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the king

to do of looking into the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's

contentment redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he

upheld the ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted customs..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story iv.The

Fourth Night of the Month..44. Haroun er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas cccxxxviii.Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage

to the Poor Old Man, The, i. 247..So he left him for dead and entering his brother's chamber, saw him asleep, with the damsel by his side, and

thought to slay her, but said in himself, 'I will leave the damsel for myself.' Then he went up to his brother and cutting his throat, severed his head

from his body, after which he left him and went away. Therewithal the world was straitened upon him and his life was a light matter to him and he

sought his father Suleiman Shah's lodging, that he might slay him, but could not win to him. So he went forth from the palace and hid himself in the

city till the morrow, when he repaired to one of his father's strengths and fortified himself therein..Then the eunuchs went forth, that they might

perfume the bath [for the use of the brides]; so they essenced it with rose-water and willow-flower-water and bladders of musk and fumigated it

with Cakili (191) aloes-wood and ambergris. Then Shehrzad entered, she and her sister Dinarzad, and they cleansed their heads and clipped their

hair. When they came forth of the bath, they donned raiment and ornaments, [such as were] prepared for the kings of the Chosroes; and among

Shehrzad's apparel was a dress charactered with red gold and wroughten with semblants of birds and beasts. Moreover, they both encircled their

necks with necklaces of jewels of price, in the like whereof Iskender (192) rejoiced not, for therein were great jewels such as amazed the wit and

the eye, and the thought was bewildered at their charms, for indeed, each of them was brighter than the sun and the moon. Before them they kindled

lighted flambeaux in torch-holders of gold, but their faces outshone the flambeaux, for that they had eyes sharper than drawn swords and the lashes

of their eyelids ensorcelled all hearts. Their cheeks were rosy and their necks and shapes swayed gracefully and their eyes wantoned. And the

slave-girls came to meet them with instruments of music..When they had made an end of pious wishes and congratulations, they besought the king

to hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal their hearts of him with torment and humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on which they

should assemble to witness his punishment and that which should betide him of torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and abode thus

private with them three days, during which time they were sequestered from the folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and coming forth,

sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the crown on his head, whereupon the folk came in to him, according to their wont and after the

measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the amirs and viziers entered, ay, and the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men of war

and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his two sons, one on his right and the other on his left hand, whilst all the folk stood before him

and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the Most High and glorification of Him and were strenuous in prayer for the king and in setting

forth his virtues and excellences..15. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love cccxxxii.Meanwhile, Selim abode with the cook a whole year's space,

earning him two dinars every day; and when his affair was prolonged, the cook inclined unto him and took compassion on him, on condition that, if

he let him go, he should not discover his fashion to the Sultan, for that it was his wont every little while to entrap a man and carry him to his house

and slay him and take his money and cook his flesh and give it to the folk to eat. So he said to him, 'O youth, wilt thou that I release thee from this

thy plight, on condition that thou be reasonable and discover not aught of thine affair ever?' And Selim answered, 'I will swear to thee by

whatsoever oath thou choosest that I will keep thy secret and will not speak one syllable against thy due, what while I abide on life.' Quoth the

cook, 'I purpose to send thee forth with my brother and cause thee travel with him on the sea, on condition that thou be unto him a boughten slave;

and when he cometh to the land of Hind, he shall sell thee and thus wilt thou be delivered from prison and slaughter.' And Selim said, 'It is well: be

it as thou sayst, may God the Most High requite thee with good!'.Meanwhile, the news spread abroad that Bihzad, son of the king, was lost,

whereupon his father sent letters in quest of him [to all the kings and amongst others to him with whom he was imprisoned]. When the letter
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reached the latter, he praised God the Most High for that he had not anydele hastened in Bihzad's affair and letting bring him before himself, said to

him, 'Art thou minded to destroy thyself?' Quoth Bihzad, '[I did this] for fear of reproach;' and the king said, 'An thou fear reproach, thou shouldst

not practise haste [in that thou dost]; knowest thou not that the fruit of haste is repentance? If we had hasted, we also, like unto thee, we had

repented.'.Officer's Story, The Fourth, ii. 142..70. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman dclvi."Leave the mention of him. Who is at the door?"

Quoth Adi, "El Akhwes el Ansari." (54) "God the Most High put him away and estrange him from His mercy!" cried Omar. "Is it not he who said,

berhyming on a man of Medina his slave-girl, so she might outlive her master ... ?" [And he repeated the following line:].? ? ? ? ? Yet thou repaidst

me with constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any wise resign..'Well done, O damsel!' cried Ishac. 'By Allah, this is a

fair hour!' Whereupon she rose and kissed his hand, saying, 'O my lord, the hands stand still in thy presence and the tongues at thy sight, and the

eloquent before thee are dumb; but thou art the looser of the veil.' (171) Then she clung to him and said, 'Stand.' So he stood and said to her, 'Who

art thou and what is thy need?' She raised a corner of the veil, and he beheld a damsel as she were the rising full moon or the glancing lightning,

with two side locks of hair that fell down to her anklets. She kissed his hand and said to him, 'O my lord, know that I have been in this barrack

these five months, during which time I have been withheld (172) from sale till thou shouldst be present [and see me]; and yonder slave-dealer still

made thy coming a pretext to me (173) and forbade me, for all I sought of him night and day that he should cause thee come hither and vouchsafe

me thy presence and bring me and thee together.' Quoth Ishac, 'Say what thou wouldst have.' And she answered, 'I beseech thee, by God the Most

High, that thou buy me, so I may be with thee, by way of service.' 'Is that thy desire?' asked he, and she replied, ' Yes.'.When I entered the service

of this Amir, (88) I had a great repute and every lewd fellow feared me of all mankind, and whenas I rode through the city, all the folk would point

at me with their fingers and eyes. It befell one day, as I sat in the house of the prefecture, with my back against a wall, considering in myself, there

fell somewhat in my lap, and behold, it was a purse sealed and tied. So I took it in my hand and behold, it had in it a hundred dirhems, (89) but I

found not who threw it and I said, "Extolled be the perfection of God, the King of the Kingdoms!" (90) Another day, [as I sat on like wise,]

somewhat fell on me and startled me, and behold, it was a purse like the first. So I took it and concealing its affair, made as if I slept, albeit sleep

was not with me..So the old woman returned to the lover and said to him, "I have skilfully contrived the affair for thee with her; [and now it

behoveth us to amend that we have marred]. So go now and sit with the draper and bespeak him of the turban-cloth, [saying, 'The turban-cloth I

bought of thee I chanced to burn in two places; so I gave it to a certain old woman, to get mended, and she took it and went away, and I know not

her dwelling-place.'] When thou seest me pass by, rise and lay hold of me [and demand of me the turban-cloth], to the intent that I may amend her

case with her husband and that thou mayst be even with her." So he repaired to the draper's shop and sat down by him and said to him, "Thou

knowest the turban-cloth I bought of thee?" "Yes," answered the draper, and the other said, "Knowest thou what is come of it?" "No," replied the

husband, and the youth said, "After I bought it of thee, I fumigated myself (58) and it befell that the turban-cloth was burnt in two places. So I gave

it to a woman, whose son, they said, was a fine-drawer, and she took it and went away with it; and I know not her abiding-place." When the draper

heard this, he misdoubted him [of having wrongly suspected his wife] and marvelled at the story of the turban-cloth, and his mind was set at ease

concerning her.
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