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ODERMATA FROM THE OOLITIC FORMATIONS VOL 3 CONTAINING THE COLLYRITI
The Ninth Day.Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight, iii. 86..18. The Thief and his Monkey clii.The king took his wife, the
mother of his sons, and what he might [of good] and saved himself and fled in the darkness of the night, unknowing whither he should go. When
travel grew sore upon them, there met them robbers by the way, who took all that was with them, [even to their clothes], so that there was left unto
each of them but a shirt and trousers; yea, they left them without victual or camels or [other] riding-cattle, and they ceased not to fare on afoot, till
they came to a coppice, to wit, a garden of trees, on the shore of the sea. Now the road which they would have followed was crossed by an arm of
the sea, but it was scant of water. So, when they came to that place, the king took up one of his children and fording the water with him, set him
down on the other bank and returned for his other son. Him also he set by his brother and returning for their mother, took her up and passing the
water with her, came to the place [where he had left his children], but found them not. Then he looked at the midst of the island and saw there an
old man and an old woman, engaged in making themselves a hut of reeds. So he put down his wife over against them and set off in quest of his
children, but none gave him news of them and he went round about right and left, but found not the place where they were..When the two young
men presented themselves before him and set forth their case to him and to the folk and the king heard their speech, he knew them and his heart
was like to fly for joyance in them: the tears poured from his eyes at their sight and that of his wife, and he thanked God the Most High and praised
Him for that He had reunited [him with] them. Then he dismissed the folk who were present about him and bade commit the Magian and the
woman and the two youths to his armoury (65) [for the night], commanding that they should keep guard over them till God caused the morning
morrow, so he might assemble the cadis and the judges and assessors and judge between them, according to the Holy Law, in the presence of the
four cadis. So they did his bidding and the king passed the night praying and praising God the Most High for that which He had vouchsafed him of
kingship and puissance and victory over (66) him who had wronged him and thanking Him who had reunited him with his family..58. The Lovers
of the Benou Udhreh (232) dcxlvi.King Shah Bekht and His Vizier Er Rehwan.30. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin dxxxii.? ? ? ? ? c. The
Sparrow and the Eagle clii.So they dragged him away, what while he wept and spoke the words which whoso saith shall nowise be confounded, to
wit, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime!" When they came to the Tigris, one of them drew the sword upon
him and El Muradi said to the swordbearer, "Smite off his head." But one of them, Ahmed by name, said, "O folk, deal gently with this poor wretch
and slay him not unjustly and wickedly, for I stand in fear of God the Most High, lest He burn me with his fire." Quoth El Muradi, "A truce to this
talk!" And Ahmed said, "If ye do with him aught, I will acquaint the Commander of the Faithful." "How, then, shall we do with him?" asked they;
and he answered, "Let us deposit him in prison and I will be answerable to you for his provision; so shall we be quit of his blood, for indeed he is
wrongfully used." So they took him up and casting him into the Prison of Blood, (13)went away..When the poor man heard the merchant's story, he
became desirous of marrying his daughter. So he took her to wife and was vouchsafed of her exceeding love. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story
more extraordinary than that of the rich man and his wasteful heir.".Now he was the king of the land of Serendib, (207) and he welcomed me and
entreated me with kindness, bidding me be seated and admitting me to his table and converse. So I talked with him and called down blessings upon
him and he took pleasure in my discourse and showed me satisfaction and said to me, 'What is thy name?' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'my name is
Sindbad the Sailor;' and he said, 'And what countryman art thou?' Quoth I, 'I am of Baghdad.' 'And how earnest thou hither?' asked he. So I told
him my story and he marvelled mightily thereat and said, 'By Allah, O Sindbad, this thy story is marvellous and it behoveth that it be written in
characters of gold.'.? ? ? ? ? I make a vow to God, if ever day or night.When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and
wept till she swooned away. So they sprinkled on her rose-water, mingled with musk, and willow-flower water; and when she came to herself, Er
Reshid said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is not fair dealing in thee. We love thee and thou lovest another." "O Commander of the Faithful,"
answered she, "there is no help for it." Therewithal he was wroth with her and said, "By the virtue of Hemzeh (19) and Akil (20) and Mohammed,
Prince of the Apostles, if thou name one other than I in my presence, I will bid strike off thy head!" Then he bade return her to her chamber, whilst
she wept and recited the following verses:.After a few days, his brother returned and finding him healed of his sickness, said to him, 'Tell me, O my
brother, what was the cause of thy sickness and thy pallor, and what is the cause of the return of health to thee and of rosiness to thy face after this?'
So he acquainted him with the whole case and this was grievous to him; but they concealed their affair and agreed to leave the kingship and fare
forth pilgrim-wise, wandering at a venture, for they deemed that there had befallen none the like of this which had befallen them. [So they went
forth and wandered on at hazard] and as they journeyed, they saw by the way a woman imprisoned in seven chests, whereon were five locks, and
sunken in the midst of the salt sea, under the guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all this that woman issued forth of the sea and opened those locks and
coming forth of those chests, did what she would with the two brothers, after she had circumvented the Afrit..His story troubled the Sultan's deputy
and he was sore enraged against him; so he drew his sword and smiting him, cut off his head; whereupon one recited the following verses:.I
marvelled at this with the utmost wonderment and knew that he was of the sons of the pious. So I bestirred myself for his release and tended him
[till he recovered] and besought him of quittance and absolution of responsibility.'.47. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls dxcv.When the
merchants saw him, they accosted him and said, "O youth, wilt thou not open thy shop?" As they were bespeaking him, up came a woman, having
with her a boy, bareheaded, and [stood] looking at El Abbas, till he turned to her, when she said to him, "O youth, I conjure thee by Allah, look at
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this boy and have pity on him, for that his father hath forgotten his cap in the shop [he lost to thee]; so if thou will well to give it to him, thy reward
be with God! For indeed the child maketh our hearts ache with his much weeping, and God be witness for us that, were there left us aught
wherewithal to buy him a cap in its stead, we had not sought it of thee." "O adornment of womankind," replied El Abbas, "indeed, thou bespeakest
me with thy fair speech and supplicatest me with thy goodly words ...But bring me thy husband." So she went and fetched the merchant, whilst the
folk assembled to see what El Abbas would do. When the man came, he returned him the gold he had won of him, all and part, and delivered him
the keys of the shop, saying, "Requite us with thy pious prayers."Therewithal the woman came up to him and kissed his feet, and on like wise did
the merchant her husband; and all who were present blessed him, and there was no talk but of El Abbas..Noureddin fell to kissing his hand and
calling down blessings on him and said to him, "Know that I am a stranger in this your city and the completion of kindness is better than the
beginning thereof; wherefore I beseech thee of thy favour that thou complete to me thy good offices and kindness and bring me to the gate of the
city. So will thy beneficence be accomplished unto me and may God the Most High requite thee for me with good!" ["Fear not,"] answered Ahmed;
"no harm shall betide thee. Go; I will bear thee company till thou come to thy place of assurance." And he left him not till he brought him to the
gate of the city and said to him, "O youth, go in the safeguard of God and return not to the city; for, if they fall in with thee [again], they will make
an end of thee." Noureddin kissed his hand and going forth the city, gave not over walking till he came to a mosque that stood in one of the suburbs
of Baghdad and entered therein with the night..? ? ? ? ? a. The Mouse and the Flea cli.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a
king of the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was wise,
understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and majesty.
The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long space of
time..? ? ? ? ? As if the maid the day resplendent and her locks The night that o'er it spreads its shrouding darkness were..End of vol. II..?THE
THIRD OFFICER'S STORY.? ? ? ? ? What if the sabre cut me limb from limb! No torment 'twere for lovers true and leal..Now the king had a
brother, who envied him and would fain have been in his place; and when he was weary of looking for his death and the term of his life seemed
distant unto him, he took counsel with certain of his partisans and they said, 'The vizier is the king's counsellor and but for him, there would be left
the king no kingdom.' So the king's brother cast about for the ruin of the vizier, but could find no means of accomplishing his design; and when the
affair grew long upon him, he said to his wife, 'What deemest thou will advantage us in this?' Quoth she, 'What is it?' And he replied, 'I mean in the
matter of yonder vizier, who inciteth my brother to devoutness with all his might and biddeth him thereto, and indeed the king is infatuated with his
counsel and committeth to him the governance of all things and matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou sayst truly; but how shall we do with him?' And he
answered, 'I have a device, so thou wilt help me in that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth she, 'Thou shall have my help in whatsoever thou desirest.'
And he said, 'I mean to dig him a pit in the vestibule and dissemble it artfully.'.When El Aziz had sat awhile, he summoned the mamelukes of his
son El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five of whom the king had brought
with him and other five he had left with the prince's mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over each of them a mantle of green
brocade and bade them mount like horses of one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning their lord El Abbas. So they
entered the city and passed through the [streets and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but came forth to gaze on them and
divert himself with the sight of their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and horses, for that they were even as
moons. They gave not over going till they came to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at them and seeing their beauty and the
goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these are!" And he bade the eunuch bring
him news of them..? ? ? ? ? It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, Whilst he who is clear of sight falls into it..I went forth one day,
purposing to make a journey, and fell in with a man whose wont it was to stop the way. When he came up with me, he offered to slay me and I said
to him, "I have nothing with me whereby thou mayst profit." Quoth he, "My profit shall be the taking of thy life." "What is the cause of this?"
asked I. "Hath there been feud between us aforetime?" And he answered, "No; but needs must I slay thee." Therewithal I fled from him to the
river-side; but he overtook me and casting me to the ground, sat down on my breast. So I sought help of the Sheikh El Hejjaj (156) and said to him,
"Protect me from this oppressor!" And indeed he had drawn a knife, wherewith to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a great crocodile forth
of the river and snatching him up from off my breast, plunged with him into the water, with the knife still in his hand; whilst I abode extolling the
perfection of God the Most High and rendering thanks for my preservation to Him who had delivered me from the hand of that oppressor.'.?Story
of the Merchant and His Sons..? ? ? ? ? Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? O brother of the brotherless, brother of all
th' afflicted, say..When the evening evened, the king bade fetch the vizier and required of him the story of the journeyman and the girl. So he said,
"Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king, that.52. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister dcvi.? ? ? ? ? Sans fault of mine, my
blood and tears he shed and beggared me Of him I love, yet for himself gained nought thereby whate'er..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass
dcccciv.Sitt el Milah filled a cup and emptied it; after which she drank a second and a third. Then she filled the cup a fourth time and handed it to
the old man, but he would not accept it from her. However, she conjured him, by her own head and that of the Commander of the Faithful, that he
should take it from her, till he took the cup from her hand and kissed it and would have set it down; but she conjured him by her life to smell it. So
he smelt it and she said to him, "How deemest thou?" "Its smell is sweet," replied he; and she conjured him, by the life of the Commander of the
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Faithful, to taste it. So he put it to his mouth and she rose to him and made him drink; whereupon, "O princess of the fair," said he, "this is none
other than good." Quoth she, "So deem I. Hath not our Lord promised us wine in Paradise?" And he answered, "Yes. Quoth the Most High, 'And
rivers of wine, a delight to the drinkers.' (36) And we will drink it in this world and the world to come." She laughed and emptying the cup, gave
him to drink, and he said, "O princess of the fair, indeed thou art excusable in thy love for this." Then he took from her another and another, till he
became drunken and his talk waxed great and his prate..? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dcccclxxx.11. The Hermits cxlviii.? ?
? ? ? Yea, to Baghdad I came, where rigour gave me chase And I was overthrown of cruelty and pride..Before I entered this corporation, (149) I
had a draper's shop and there used to come to me a man whom I knew not, save by his face, and I would give him what he sought and have patience
with him, till he could pay me. One day, I foregathered with certain of my friends and we sat down to drink. So we drank and made merry and
played at Tab; (150) and we made one of us Vizier and another Sultan and a third headsman..? ? ? ? ? She came in robes of green, the likeness of
the leaf That the pomegranate's flower doth in the bud encase..EL HEJJAJ AND THE THREE YOUNG MEN. (69).? ? ? ? ? I swear by his life,
yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, To please him or save him from hurt, I'd enter the fire without fear!.So we went with him till he
came to the place where my slave had buried the money and dug there and brought it out; whereat I marvelled with the utmost wonder and we
carried it to the prefect's house. When the latter saw the money, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me a dress of honour. Then he
restored the money straightway to the Sultan and we left the youth in prison; whilst I said to my slave who had taken the money, "Did yonder
young man see thee, what time thou buriedst the money?" "No, by the Great God!" answered he. So I went in to the young man, the prisoner, and
plied him with wine till he recovered, when I said to him, "Tell me how thou stolest the money." "By Allah," answered he, "I stole it not, nor did I
ever set eyes on it till I brought it forth of the earth!" Quoth I, "How so?" And he said, "Know that the cause of my falling into your hands was my
mother's imprecation against me; for that I evil entreated her yesternight and beat her and she said to me, 'By Allah, O my son, God shall assuredly
deliver thee into the hand of the oppressor!' Now she is a pious woman. So I went out forthright and thou sawest me in the way and didst that which
thou didst; and when beating was prolonged on me, my senses failed me and I heard one saying to me, 'Fetch it.' So I said to you what I said and he
(145) guided me till I came to the place and there befell what befell of the bringing out of the money.".So saying, he took leave of the woman and
her husband and set out, intending for Akil, his father's brother's son. Now there was between Baghdad and Akil's abiding-place forty days'
journey; so El Abbas settled himself on the back of his courser and his servant Aamir mounted also and they fared forth on their way. Presently, El
Abbas turned right and left and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? w. The Fox and the Folk (235) M.? ? ? ? ? Would God upon that bitterest day,
when my death calls for me, What's 'twixt thine excrement and blood (50) I still may smell of thee!.? ? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me beset, its
onslaughts bring me near Unto the straitness of the grave, ere in the shroud I'm dight.
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