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139. Khuzeimeh ben Bishr and Ikrimeh el Feyyas dclxxxii.Now the merchant their father lay asleep in the ship, and the crying of the boys troubled

him; so he rose to call out to them [and silence them] and let the purse [with the thousand dinars therein] fall among the bales of merchandise. He

sought for it and finding it not, buffeted his head and seized upon the boys, saying, 'None took the purse but you. Ye were playing about the bales,

so ye might steal somewhat, and there was none here but you.' Then he took a staff and laying hold of the children, fell to beating them and

flogging them, whilst they wept, and the sailors came round about them and said, 'The boys of this island are all thieves and robbers.' Then, of the

greatness of the merchant's wrath, he swore that, if they brought not out the purse, he would drown them in the sea; so when [by reason of their

denial] his oath became binding upon him, he took the two boys and lashing them [each] to a bundle of reeds, cast them into the sea..Son, Story of

King Ibrahim and his, i. 138..Moreover, King Shehriyar summoned chroniclers and copyists and bade them write all that had betided him with his

wife, first and last; so they wrote this and named it "The Stories of the Thousand Nights and One Night." The book came to (195) thirty volumes

and these the king laid up in his treasury. Then the two kings abode with their wives in all delight and solace of life, for that indeed God the Most

High had changed their mourning into joyance; and on this wise they continued till there took them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of

Companies, he who maketh void the dwelling-places and peopleth the tombs, and they were translated to the mercy of God the Most High; their

houses were laid waste and their palaces ruined and the kings inherited their riches..? ? ? ? ? O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say.

How bitter from the convent 'twas to part and fare away!.? ? ? ? ? Haste not to that thou dost desire, for haste is still unblest; Be merciful to men, as

thou on mercy reckonest;.? ? ? ? ? In her revolving scheme, to bitter sweetness still Succeeds and things become straight, after crookedness..It

befell one day that he entered a certain city and sold somewhat that was with him of merchandise and got him friends of the merchants of the place

and fell to sitting with them and entertaining them and inviting them to his lodging and his assembly, whilst they also invited him to their houses.

On this wise he abode a long while, till he was minded to leave the city; and this was bruited abroad among his friends, who were concerned for

parting from him. Then he betook himself to him of them, who was the richest of them in substance and the most apparent of them in generosity,

and sat with him and borrowed his goods; and when he was about to take leave, he desired him to give him the deposit that he had left with him.

'And what is the deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth the sharper, 'It is such a purse, with the thousand dinars therein.' And the merchant said,

'When didst thou give it me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of God!' replied the sharper. 'Was it not on such a day, by such a token, and thus and thus?'

'I know not of this,' rejoined the merchant, and words were bandied about between them, whilst the folk [who were present also] disputed together

concerning their affair and their speech, till their voices rose high and the neighbours had knowledge of that which passed between them..King

Bekhtzeman, Story of, i. 115..?THE THIEF'S STORY..So saying, he spat in her face and went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no

answer, knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she humbled herself in supplication to God the Most High and

said, 'O God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the inward' If an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it

not be deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed some days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore

meat and drink and sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be

solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart will not suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in

putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might look into the affair..Daughter of the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man

who married his Fair, i. 247..So, when they entered with the folk and had prostrated themselves before the king and given him joy and he had

raised their rank, [they sat down]. Now it was the custom of the folk to salute and go forth, so, when they sat down, the king knew that they had a

word that they would fain say. So he turned to them and said, "Ask your need." And the viziers also were present. Accordingly, they bespoke him

with all that these latter had taught them and the viziers also spoke with them; and Azadbekht said to them, "O folk, I know that this your speech,

there is no doubt of it, proceedeth from love and loyal counsel to me, and ye know that, were I minded to slay half these folk, I could avail to put

them to death and this would not be difficult to me; so how shall I not slay this youth and he in my power and under the grip of my hand? Indeed,

his crime is manifest and he hath incurred pain of death and I have only deferred his slaughter by reason of the greatness of the offence; for, if I do

this with him and my proof against him be strengthened, my heart is healed and the heart of the folk; and if I slay him not to-day, his slaughter shall

not escape me to-morrow.".After this came the horseman, who had taken Abou Sabir's wife, and complained of her to the king that she would not

give him possession of herself, avouching that she was his wife. The king bade bring her before him, that he might hear her speech and pronounce

judgment upon her. So the horseman came with her before him, and when the king saw her, he knew her and taking her from her ravisher, bade put

the latter to death. Then he became aware of the troops, that they murmured against him and spoke of him as a tyrant; so he turned to his officers

and viziers and said to them, 'As for me, by God the Great, I am not the king's brother! Nay, I am but one whom the king imprisoned upon a word

he heard from me and used every day to taunt me therewith. Ye think that I am the king's brother; but I am Abou Sabir and God hath given me the

kingship in virtue of my patience. As for the king who sought protection of me and I despoiled him, it was he who first wronged me, for that he

despoiled me aforetime and drove me forth of my native land and banished me, without due [cause]; wherefore I requited him with that which he

had done to me, in the way of lawful vengeance. As for the thieves who proffered repentance, there was no repentance for them with me, for that
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they began upon me with foul [dealing] and waylaid me by the road and despoiled me and took my good and my sons. Now these two boys, that I

took of them and whom ye deemed slaves, are my very sons; so I avenged myself on the thieves of that which they did with me aforetime and

requited them with equity. As for the horseman whom I slew, the woman I took from him was my wife and he took her by force, but God the Most

High hath restored her [to me]; so this was my right, and my deed that I have done was just, albeit ye, [judging] by the outward of the matter,

deemed that I had done this by way of tyranny.' When the folk heard this, they marvelled and fell prostrate before him; and they redoubled in

esteem for him and exceeding affection and excused themselves to him, marvelling at that which God had done with him and how He had given

him the kingship by reason of his longsuffering and his patience and how he had raised himself by his patience from the bottom of the pit to the

throne of the kingdom, what while God cast down the [late] king from the throne into the pit. (109) Then Abou Sabir foregathered with his wife

and said to her, 'How deemest thou of the fruit of patience and its sweetness and the fruit of haste and its bitterness? Verily, all that a man doth of

good and evil, he shall assuredly abide.' On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "it behoveth thee to practise patience, whenas it is

possible to thee, for that patience is of the fashion of the noble, and it is the chiefest of their reliance, especially for kings.".? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are

our prey become; this many a day and night Right instantly of God we've craved to be vouchsafed your sight..Man whose Caution was the Cause of

his Death, The, i. 291..On the morrow they (199) returned to their place, as of their wont, and betook themselves to eating and drinking and

merry-making and sporting till the last of the day, when Sindbad bade them hearken to his relation concerning his sixth voyage, the which (quoth

he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the most startling [for that which it compriseth] of tribulations and disasters. Then said

he,.Now the lodging in question adjoined the king's house, and whilst the merchant was rejoicing in this and saying, 'Verily, my luck hath returned

and I shall live in this king's shadow the rest of my life,' he espied an opening walled up with stones and clay. So he pulled out the stones and

clearing away the earth from the opening, found that it was a window giving upon the lodging of the king's women. When he saw this, he was

affrighted and rising in haste, fetched clay and stopped it up again. But one of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of him, repaired to the Sultan

and told him of this. So he came and seeing the stones pulled out, was wroth with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this my recompense from thee,

that thou seekest to violate my harem?' And he bade pluck out his eyes. So they did as he commanded and the merchant took his eyes in his hand

and said, 'How long [wilt thou afflict me], O star of ill-omen? First my wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself, saying, 'Endeavour

profiteth me nought against evil fortune. The Compassionate aided me not and endeavour was useless.'.So he repaired to the vizier and repeated to

him the answer; and he marvelled at its justness and said to him, 'Go; by Allah, I will ask thee no more questions, for thou with thy skill marrest my

foundation.' (233) Then he entreated him friendly and the merchant acquainted him with the affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth the vizier,

'Needs must the man of understanding company with those of understanding.' Thus did this weak woman restore to that man his life and good on

the easiest wise. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the credulous husband.".Presently, El Abbas cried out at

Hudheifeh a cry that astonied him and dealt him a blow, saying, "Take this from the hand of a champion who feareth not the like of thee."

Hudheifeh met the stroke with his shield, thinking to ward it off from him; but the sword shore the target in sunder and descending upon his

shoulder, came forth gleaming from the tendons of his throat and severed his arm at the armpit; whereupon he fell down, wallowing in his blood,

and El Abbas turned upon his host; nor had the sun departed the pavilion of the heavens ere Hudheifeh's army was in full flight before El Abbas

and the saddles were empty of men. Quoth Saad, "By the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet], whom God bless and keep, I saw El Abbas with the blood

upon his saddle pads, [in gouts] like camels' livers, smiting with the sword right and left, till he scattered them abroad in every mountain-pass and

desert; and when he turned [back to the camp], the men of Baghdad were fearful of him.".When it was the ninth day, the viziers [foregathered and]

said, one to another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death, he beguileth him and ensorcelleth him

with a story; so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took counsel together and were of accord

that they should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook themselves to her] and said to her,

"Thou art heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is occupied with eating and drinking and

diversion and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the youth;' and what while he abideth on

life, the talk will increase and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what shall I do [now]?" And they

answered, "Do thou go in to the king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am become a byword in the city,

and what is thine advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be estopped from us.'".When she had

made an end of her song, she wept till she made the bystanders weep and the Lady Zubeideh condoled with her and said to her, "God on thee, O

Sitt el Milah, sing us somewhat, so we may hearken to thee." "Hearkening and obedience," answered the damsel and sang the following verses:.As

for the princess Mariyeh, when she returned to her palace, she bethought herself concerning the affair of El Abbas, repenting her of that which she

had done, and the love of him took root in her heart. So, when the night darkened upon her, she dismissed all her women and bringing out the

letters, to wit, those which El Abbas had written, fell to reading them and weeping. She gave not over weeping her night long, and when she arose

in the morning, she called a damsel of her slave-girls, Shefikeh by name, and said to her, "O damsel, I purpose to discover to thee mine affair, and I

charge thee keep my secret; to wit, I would have thee betake thyself to the house of the nurse, who used to serve me, and fetch her to me, for that I

have grave occasion for her.".41. Jaafer ben Yehya (229) and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name dlxvi.? ? ? ? ? Come, then, companions
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mine, rejoice with me and say, "All hail to thee, O friend, and welcome fair and fain!".So I arose and putting in my sleeve a handkerchief, wherein

was a good sum of money, followed the woman, who went on before me and gave not over walking till she brought me to a by-street and to a door,

which she bade me open. I refused and she opened it and brought me into the vestibule. As soon as I had entered, she locked the door of entrance

from within and said to me, 'Sit [here] till I go in to the slave-girls and cause them enter a place where they shall not see me.' 'It is well,' answered I

and sat down; whereupon she entered and was absent from me a moment, after which she returned to me, without a veil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in

the name of God.' (127) So I arose and went in after her and we gave not over going till we entered a saloon. When I examined the place, I found it

neither handsome nor agreeable, but unseemly and desolate, without symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to look upon and there was a foul

smell in it..? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the wine of woe, turn from a love-sick maid, Who drinks her tears still, night and morn, thy bitter-flavoured

bowl..141. Haroun er Reshid and the Arab Girl dclxxxv.Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes; For the seeker there are

black-eyed girls and boys of Paradise.".Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare, iii. 114..The Fifteenth Night of the Month..69. The

Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife dcliv.? ? ? ? ? Whose wits (like mine, alack!) thou stalest and whose hearts With shafts from out thine eyes

bewitching thou didst smite..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcxi.72. Haroun er Reshid and the three Girls ccclxxxvii.?Story of the Prisoner

and How God Gave Him Relief..THE MERCHANT OF CAIRO AND THE FAVOURITE OF THE KHALIF EL MAMOUN EL HAKIM BI

AMRILLAH. (180).? ? ? ? ? Of beryl, all glowing with beauty, wherein Thick stars of pure silver shine forth to the eye..The queen drank off her

cup and bestowed on Tuhfeh a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with red rubies, worth twenty thousand dinars, and a tray wherein were ten thousand

dinars..Officer's Story, The Third, ii. 137..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the

hand of death to stay? O brother of the brotherless, brother of all th' afflicted, say..When Tuhfeh heard this, she fell to weeping and wailing and

said, 'By Allah, nought irketh me save separation from my lord Er Reshid; but, when I am dead, let the world be ruined after me.' And she doubted

not in herself but that she was lost without recourse. Then Meimoun set forth with his army and departed in quest of the hosts [of the Jinn], leaving

none in the palace save his daughter Jemreh and Tuhfeh and an Afrit who was dear unto him. They fared on till they met with the army of Es

Shisban; and when the two hosts came face to face, they fell upon each other and fought a passing sore battle. After awhile, Es Shisban's troops

began to give back, and when Meimoun saw them do thus, he despised them and made sure of victory over them..For the uses of food I was

fashioned and made, ii. 223..Then she arose and going in to the king, found him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat

down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days

thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to

yonder accursed woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last,

and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so

the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of

them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance

concerning him for whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'.? ? ? ? ? Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst

bide, Thou wast removed from mine eye, yet still wast by my side..O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say, iii. 36..? ? ? ? ? Nor troops

have I nor henchmen nor one to lend me aid Save God, to whom, my Maker, my voice in praise I rear..Quintessence of Things, The King who

knew the, i. 230..49. The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper cccxlv.So I arose and gathering wood and planks from the wrecks, wrought of

them the semblance of a boat [to wit, a raft,] and bound it fast with ropes, saying, 'I will embark thereon and fare with this water into the inward of

the mountain. If it bring me to the mainland or to a place where I may find relief and safety, [well and good]; else I shall [but] perish, even as my

companions have perished.' Then I collected of the riches and gold and precious stuffs, cast up there, whose owners had perished, a great matter,

and of jacinths and crude ambergris and emeralds somewhat past count, and laid all this on the raft [together with what was left me of victual].

Then I launched it on the river and seating myself upon it, put my trust in God the Most High and committed myself to the stream..? ? ? ? ? Ne'er

shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they went.Presently up came the kings of the Jinn from every side and kissed the earth before the queen and

stood in her service; and she thanked them for this, but stirred not for one of them. Then came the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis (God curse him!) and

kissed the earth before her, saying, 'O my lady, may I not be bereft of these steps!' (229) O Sheikh Aboultawalf,' answered she, 'it behoveth thee to

thank the bounty of the Lady Tuhfeh, who was the cause of my coming.' 'True,' answered he and kissed the earth. Then the queen fared on [towards

the palace] and there [arose and] alighted upon the trees an hundred thousand birds of various colours. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'How many are these birds!'

And Queen Wekhimeh said to her, 'Know, O my sister, that this queen is called Queen Es Shuhba and that she is queen over all the Jinn from East

to West. These birds that thou seest are of her troops, and except they came in this shape, the earth would not contain them. Indeed, they came forth

with her and are present with her presence at this circumcision. She will give thee after the measure of that which hath betided thee (230) from the

first of the festival to the last thereof; and indeed she honoureth us all with her presence.'.10. The Birds and Beasts and the Son of Adam cxlvi.8.

Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love xxxix.On this wise they abode months and years and the queen-mother ceased not to do thus till the cook's

brother came to the town in his ship, and with him Selim. So he landed with the youth and showed him to the queen, [that she might buy him].

When she saw him, she augured well of him; so she bought him from the cook's brother and was kind to him and entreated him with honour. Then
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she fell to proving him in his parts and making assay of him in his affairs and found in him all that is in kings' sons of understanding and breeding

and goodly manners and qualities..? ? ? ? ? Her eye is sharper than a sword; the soul with ecstasy It takes and longing leaves behind, that nothing

may assain..Then he girt his middle with a handkerchief and entering, saluted the young merchant, who said to him, 'Where hast thou been?' Quoth

he, 'I have done thine errands;' and the youth said, 'Go and eat and come hither and drink.' So he went away, as he bade him, and ate. Then he

washed and returning to the saloon, sat down on the carpet and fell to talking with them; whereupon the young merchant's heart was comforted and

his breast dilated and he addressed himself to joyance. They abode in the most delightsome life and the most abounding pleasance till a third part of

the night was past, when the master of the house arose and spreading them a bed, invited them to lie down. So they lay down and the youth abode

on wake, pondering their affair, till daybreak, when the woman awoke and said to her companion, 'I wish to go.' So he bade her farewell and she

departed; whereupon the master of the house followed her with a purse of money and gave it to her, saying, 'Blame not my master,' and made his

excuse to her for the young merchant..Then they betook themselves to two boys affected to the [special] service of the king, who slept not but on

their knee, (125) and they lay at his head, for that they were his pages of the chamber, and gave them each a thousand dinars of gold, saying, 'We

desire of you that ye do somewhat for us and take this gold as a provision against your occasion.' Quoth the boys, 'What is it ye would have us do?'

And the viziers answered, 'This Abou Temam hath marred our affairs for us, and if his case abide on this wise, he will estrange us all from the

king's favour; and what we desire of you is that, when ye are alone with the king and he leaneth back, as he were asleep, one of you say to his

fellow, "Verily, the king hath taken Abou Temam into his especial favour and hath advanced him to high rank with him, yet is he a transgressor

against the king's honour and an accursed one." Then let the other of you ask, "And what is his transgression?" And the first make answer, "He

outrageth the king's honour and saith, 'The King of Turkestan was used, whenas one went to him to seek his daughter in marriage, to slay him; but

me he spared, for that she took a liking to me, and by reason of this he sent her hither, because she loved me.'" Then let his fellow say, "Knowest

thou this for truth?" And the other reply, "By Allah, this is well known unto all the folk, but, of their fear of the king, they dare not bespeak him

thereof; and as often as the king is absent a-hunting or on a journey, Abou Temam comes to her and is private with her."' And the boys answered,

'We will say this.'.'Know, then,' said the merchant, 'that I am a man from the land of China and was in my youth well-favoured and well-to-do. Now

I made no account of womankind, one and all, but followed after boys, and one night I saw, in a dream, as it were a balance set up, and it was said

by it, "This is the portion of such an one." Presently, I heard my own name; so I looked and beheld a woman of the utmost loathliness; whereupon I

awoke in affright and said, "I will never marry, lest haply this loathly woman fall to my lot." Then I set out for this city with merchandise and the

voyage was pleasant to me and the sojourn here, so that I took up my abode here awhile and got me friends and factors, till I had sold all my

merchandise and taken its price and there was left me nothing to occupy me till the folk (212) should depart and depart with them..? ? ? ? ? k. The

Eleventh Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dccccxci.66. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and

Zubeideh dclii."If it must be and no help, admit Jerir." So Adi went forth and admitted Jerir, who entered, saying:.EN NUMAN AND THE ARAB

OF THE BENOU TAI. (168).After three days, the old woman came to him and bringing him the [thousand dinars, the] price of the stuffs,

demanded the casket. (122) When he saw her, he laid hold of her and carried her to the prefect of the city; and when she came before the Cadi, he

said to her, "O Sataness, did not thy first deed suffice thee, but thou must come a second time?" Quoth she, "I am of those who seek their salvation

(123) in the cities, and we foregather every month; and yesterday we foregathered." "Canst thou [bring me to] lay hold of them?" asked the prefect;

and she answered, "Yes; but, if thou wait till to-morrow, they will have dispersed. So I will deliver them to thee to-night." Quoth he to her, "Go;"

and she said, "Send with me one who shall go with me to them and obey me in that which I shall say to him, and all that I bid him he shall give ear

unto and obey me therein." So he gave her a company of men and she took them and bringing them to a certain door, said to them, "Stand at this

door, and whoso cometh out to you, lay hands on him; and I will come out to you last of all." "Hearkening and obedience," answered they and

stood at the door, whilst the old woman went in. They waited a long while, even as the Sultan's deputy had bidden them, but none came out to them

and their standing was prolonged. When they were weary of waiting, they went up to the door and smote upon it heavily and violently, so that they

came nigh to break the lock. Then one of them entered and was absent a long while, but found nought; so he returned to his comrades and said to

them,"This is the door of a passage, leading to such a street; and indeed she laughed at you and left you and went away."When they heard his

words, they returned to the Amir and acquainted him with the case, whereby he knew that the old woman was a crafty trickstress and that she had

laughed at them and cozened them and put a cheat on them, to save herself. Consider, then, the cunning of this woman and that which she contrived

of wiles, for all her lack of foresight in presenting herself [a second time] to the draper and not apprehending that his conduct was but a trick; yet,

when she found herself in danger, she straightway devised a shift for her deliverance.'.? ? ? ? ? All through the day its light and when the night

grows dark, My grief forsakes me not, no, nor my heavy cheer..So the notary went up to the lieutenant, who was among the witnesses, and said "It

is well. Is she not such an one whose marriage contract we drew up in such a place?" Then he betook himself to the woman's house and cried out

upon her; whereupon she brought him the [forged] contract and he took it and returned with it to the lieutenant of police. When the latter had taken

cognizance [of the document and professed himself satisfied, the assessor] said [to the notary,] "Go to our lord and master, the Cadi of the Cadis,

and acquaint him with that which befalleth his assessors." The notary rose to go, but the lieutenant of police feared [for himself] and was profuse in

beseeching the assessor and kissing his hands, till he forgave him; whereupon the lieutenant went away in the utterest of concern and affright. On
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this wise the assessor ordered the case and carried out the forgery and feigned marriage with the woman; [and thus was calamity warded off from

him] by the excellence of his contrivance." (121).? ? ? ? ? God to a tristful lover be light! A man of wit, Yet perishing for yearning and body-worn

is he..? ? ? ? ? Ye sleep; by Allah, sleep comes not to ease my weary lids; But from mine eyes, since ye have passed away, the blood doth

rain..Some days after this, as I stood at the door of my house, there came up to me a young man, with a chain about his neck and with him a

trooper, and he said to me, "O my lord, charity for the love of God!" Quoth I, "God open!" (147) and he looked at me a long while and said, "That

which thou shouldst give me would not come to the value of thy turban or thy waistcloth or what not else of thy raiment, to say nothing of the gold

and the silver that was about thee." "How so?" asked I, and he said, "On such a night, when thou fellest into peril and the thieves would have

stripped thee, I was with them and said to them, 'Yonder man is my lord and my master who reared me.' So was I the cause of thy deliverance and

thus I saved thee from them." When I heard this, I said to him, "Stop;" and entering my house, brought him that which God the Most High made

easy [to me]. (148) So he went his way. And this is my story.'.He returned them the most gracious of answers and bade carry the Magian forth of

the town and set him on a high scaffold that had been builded for him there; and he said to the folk, 'Behold, I will torture him with all kinds of

fashions of torment.' Then he fell to telling them that which he had wrought of knavery with the daughter of his father's brother and what he had

caused betide her of severance between her and her husband and how he had required her of herself, but she had sought refuge against him with

God (to whom belong might and majesty) and chose rather humiliation than yield to his wishes, notwithstanding stress of torment; neither recked

she aught of that which he lavished to her of wealth and raiment and jewels..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story xxix.The Twentieth Night of the

Month..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story xxv.Razi (Er) and El Merouzi, ii. 28..Presently, the king arose from the wine-chamber and taking

his wife by the hand, repaired with her to the chamber in which he slept. He opened the door and entering, saw the youth lying on the bed,

whereupon he turned to his wife and said to her, "What doth this youth here? This fellow cometh not hither but on thine account." Quoth she, "I

have no knowledge of him." With this, the youth awoke and seeing the king, sprang up and prostrated himself before him, and Azadbekht said to

him, "O vile of origin, (102) O lack-loyalty, what hath prompted thee to outrage my dwelling?" And he bade imprison him in one place and the

woman in another..17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.? ? ? ? ? b. Bakoun's Story of the Hashish-Eater cxliii.When this came to the king's

knowledge, he despatched troops in pursuit of Zourkhan, to stop the road upon him, whilst he himself went out and overtaking the vizier, smote

him on the head with his mace and slew him. Then he took his daughter by force and returning to his dwelling-place, went in to her and married

her. Arwa resigned herself with patience to that which betided her and committed her affair to God the Most High; and indeed she was used to

serve Him day and night with a goodly service in the house of King Dabdin her husband..So, on the morrow, she made her ready and donning the

costliest of apparel, adorned herself with the most magnificent of ornaments and the highest of price and stained her hands with henna. Then she let

down her tresses upon her shoulders and went forth, walking along with coquettish swimming gait and amorous grace, followed by her slave-girls,

till she came to the young merchant's shop and sitting down thereat, under colour of seeking stuffs, saluted him and demanded of him somewhat of

merchandise. So he brought out to her various kinds of stuffs and she took them and turned them over, talking with him the while. Then said she to

him, "Look at the goodliness of my shape and my symmetry. Seest thou in me any default?" And he answered, "No, O my lady." "Is it lawful,"

continued she, "in any one that he should slander me and say that I am humpbacked?".The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear, ii. 245..? ? ? ?

? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxiii.146. The Lovers of Bassora dcxciii.? ? ? ? ? I make a vow to God, if ever day or night.Jest of a

Thief, A Merry, ii. 186..? ? ? ? ? So make me in your morning a delight And set me in your houses, high and low;.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old

Man's Story (236) iv.So Abdulmelik went away to his house, whither he found that the money had foregone him, and on the morrow Jaafer

presented himself before the Khalif and acquainted him with what had passed and that he had appointed Abdulmelik's son governor of Egypt and

had promised him his daughter in marriage. Er Reshid approved of this and confirmed the appointment and the marriage. [Then he sent for the

young man] and he went not forth of the palace of the Khalif till he wrote him the patent [of investiture with the government] of Egypt; and he let

bring the Cadis and the witnesses and drew up the contract of marriage..When she came to Alaeddin's shop, she sat down thereat and said to him,

"May the day be blessed to thee, O my lord Alaeddin! God prosper thee and be good to thee and accomplish thy gladness and make it a wedding of

weal and content!" He knitted his brows and frowned in answer to her; then said he to her, "Tell me, how have I failed of thy due, or what have I

done to injure thee, that thou shouldst play me this trick?" Quoth she, "Thou hast no wise offended against me; but this inscription that is written on

the door of thy shop irketh me and vexeth my heart. If thou wilt change it and write up the contrary thereof, I will deliver thee from thy

predicament." And he answered, "This that thou seekest is easy. On my head and eyes be it." So saying, he brought out a ducat (264) and calling

one of his mamelukes, said to him, "Get thee to such an one the scribe and bid him write us an inscription, adorned with gold and ultramarine, in

these words, to wit, 'THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT WOMEN'S CRAFT, FOR THAT INDEED THEIR CRAFT IS A MIGHTY CRAFT AND

OVERCOMETH AND HUMBLETH THE FABLES (265) OF MEN.'" And she said to the servant, "Go forthright.".? ? ? ? ? The curtain of delight,

perforce, we've lifted through the friend, (143) For tidings of great joy, indeed, there came to us of late..His father rejoiced in him with the utmost

joy and his heart was solaced and he was glad; and he made banquets to the folk and clad the poor and the widows. He named the boy Sidi (3)

Noureddin Ali and reared him in fondness and delight among the slaves and servants. When he came to seven years of age, his father put him to

school, where he learned the sublime Koran and the arts of writing and reckoning: and when he reached his tenth year, he learned horsemanship
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and archery and to occupy himself with arts and sciences of all kinds, part and parts. (4) He grew up pleasant and subtle and goodly and lovesome,

ravishing all who beheld him, and inclined to companying with brethren and comrades and mixing with merchants and travellers. From these latter

he heard tell of that which they had seen of the marvels of the cities in their travels and heard them say, "He who leaveth not his native land

diverteth not himself [with the sight of the marvels of the world,] and especially of the city of Baghdad.".Therewith King Shah Bekht rejoiced with

an exceeding great joy and said, 'Praise be to God who hath delivered me from yonder man and hath preserved me from the loss of the kingship and

the cessation of prosperity from me!' So the affair of the vizier returned to order and well-being and the king restored him to his place and advanced

him in rank. Moreover, he assembled the folk who had missaid of him and destroyed them all, to the last man. And how like," continued the vizier,

"is this story unto that of myself and King Shah Bekht, with regard to that whereinto I am fallen of the changing of the king's heart and his giving

credence to others against me; but now is the righteousness of my dealing established in thine eyes, for that God the Most High hath inspired me

with wisdom and endowed thee with longanimity and patience [to hearken] from me unto that which He allotted unto those who had foregone us,

till He hath shown forth my innocence and made manifest unto thee the truth. For now the days are past, wherein it was avouched to the king that I

should endeavour for the destruction of my soul, (81) [to wit,] the month; and behold, the probation time is over and gone, and past is the season of

evil and ceased, by the king's good fortune." Then he bowed his head and was silent. (82).Then they accosted the owner of the ass and chaffered

with him and he said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' They offered him a thousand dirhems; but he refused and swore that he

would not sell the ass but for that which he had said. They ceased not to add to their bidding, till the price reached five thousand dirhems, whilst

their fellow still said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' The money-changer counselled him to sell, but he would not do this and

said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no knowledge of this ass's case. Concern thyself with silver and gold and what pertaineth thereto of change

and exchange; for indeed the virtue of this ass passeth thy comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to every means of livelihood its folk.'.It

is related that Ibn es Semmak (162) went in one day to Er Reshid and the Khalif, being athirst, called for drink. So his cup was brought him, and

when he took it, Ibn es Semmak said to him, "Softly, O Commander of the Faithful! If thou wert denied this draught, with what wouldst thou buy

it?" "With the half of my kingdom," answered the Khalif; and Ibn es Semmak said, "Drink and God prosper it to thee!" Then, when he had

drunken, he said to him, "If thou wert denied the going forth of the draught from thy body, with what wouldst thou buy its issue?" "With the whole

of my kingdom," answered Er Reshid: and Ibn es Semmak said, "O Commander of the Faithful, verily, a kingdom that weigheth not in the balance

against a draught [of water] or a voiding of urine is not worth the striving for." And Haroun wept..Tuhfet el Culoub and Er Reshid, ii. 203..'A great

theft had been committed in the city and I was cited, (139) I and my fellows. Now it was a matter of considerable value and they (140) pressed hard

upon us; but we obtained of them some days' grace and dispersed in quest of the stolen goods. As for me, I sallied forth with five men and went

round about the city that day; and on the morrow we fared forth [into the suburbs]. When we came a parasang or two parasangs' distance from the

city, we were athirst; and presently we came to a garden. So I went in and going up to the water-wheel, (141) entered it and drank and made the

ablution and prayed. Presently up came the keeper of the garden and said to me, "Out on thee! Who brought thee into this water-wheel?" And he

cuffed me and squeezed my ribs till I was like to die. Then he bound me with one of his bulls and made me turn in the water-wheel, flogging me

the while with a cattle whip he had with him, till my heart was on fire; after which he loosed me and I went out, knowing not the way..? ? ? ? ? O'er

all the fragrant flowers that be I have the prefrence aye, For that I come but once a year, and but a little stay..? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk

dccccvi.68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.The Eighth Day..When she had made an end of her song, all who were in the

assembly wept for the daintiness of her speech and the sweetness of her voice and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou

confoundest the wits with the goodliness of thy verses and the elegance of thy speech." All this while Shefikeh abode gazing upon her, and when

she beheld El Abbas his slave-girls and considered the goodliness of their apparel and the nimbleness of their wits and the elegance of their speech,

her reason was confounded. Then she sought leave of El Abbas and returning to her mistress Mariyeh, without letter or answer, acquainted her with

his case and that wherein he was of puissance and delight and majesty and venerance and loftiness of rank. Moreover, she told her what she had

seen of the slave-girls and their circumstance and that which they had said and how they had made El Abbas desireful of returning to his own

country by the recitation of verses to the sound of the strings..Certain husbandmen once made complaint to David (on whom be peace!) against

certain owners of sheep, whose flocks had fallen upon their crops by night and devoured them, and he bade value the crops [and that the shepherds

should make good the amount]. But Solomon (on whom be peace!) rose and said, "Nay, but let the sheep be delivered to the husbandmen, so they

may take their milk and wool, till they have repaid themselves the value of their crops; then let the sheep return to their owners." So David

withdrew his own ordinance and caused execute that of Solomon; yet was David no oppressor; but Solomon's judgment was more pertinent and he

showed himself therein better versed in jurisprudence.' (245).? ? ? ? ? We spent the night in passing the cup, my mates and I, Till in the Eastward

heaven the day-star did appear..Then Iblis took the cup and signed to Tuhfeh to sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute

and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? What had it irked them, had they'd ta'en farewell of him they've left Lone, whilst estrangement's

fires within his entrails rage amain?.? ? ? ? ? O morn, our loves that sunder'st, a sweet and easeful life Thou dost for me prohibit, with thy regard

austere..Now the king was leaning back; so he sat up and said, 'Tell me of this.' 'It is well,' answered the tither. 'I go to the man whom I purpose to

tithe and circumvent him and feign to be occupied with certain business, so that I seclude myself therewith from the folk; and meanwhile the man
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is squeezed after the foulest fashion, till nothing is left him. Then I appear and they come in to me and questions befall concerning him and I say,

"Indeed, I was ordered worse than this, for some one (may God curse him!) hath slandered him to the king." Then I take half of his good and return

him the rest publicly before the folk and send him away to his house, in all honour and worship, and he causeth the money returned to be carried

before him, whilst he and all who are with him call down blessings on me. So is it published in the city that I have returned him his money and he

himself saith the like, so he may have a claim on me for the favour due to whoso praiseth me. Then I feign to forget him till some time (242) hath

passed over him, when I send for him and recall to him somewhat of that which hath befallen aforetime and demand [of him] somewhat privily. So

he doth this and hasteneth to his dwelling and sendeth what I bid him, with a glad heart. Then I send to another man, between whom and the other

is enmity, and lay hands upon him and feign to the first man that it is he who hath traduced him to the king and taken the half of his good; and the

people praise me.' (243)
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