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A CHRISTMAS CAROL ILLUSTRATIONS BY BRIAN FLEMING
? ? ? ? ? Whose wits (like mine, alack!) thou stalest and whose hearts With shafts from out thine eyes bewitching thou didst smite..Ninth Officer's
Story, The, ii. 167..? ? ? ? ? a. The Merchant and the Two Sharpers clii.? ? ? ? ? h. Ilan Shah and Abou Temam cccclxvi.? ? ? ? ? I wept, but those
who spied to part us had no ruth On me nor on the fires that in my vitals flare..99. The Three Unfortunate Lovers ccccix.? ? ? ? ? The folk witness
bear of my worth and none can my virtues deny..Then he went away, whilst the fire was loosed in the heart of the druggist and he shut his shop and
betaking himself to his house, knocked at the door. Quoth the singer, 'Let me get into the chest, for he saw me not yesterday.' 'Nay,' answered she,
'wrap thyself up in the rug.' So he wrapped himself up in the rug and stood in a corner of the room, whilst the druggist entered and went straight to
the chest, but found it empty. Then he went round about the house and searched it from top to bottom, but found nothing and no one and abode
between belief and disbelief, and said in himself, 'Belike, I suspect my wife of that which is not in her.' So he was certified of her innocence and
returned to his shop, whereupon out came the singer and they abode on their former case, as of wont, till eventide, when she gave him one of her
husband's shirts and he took it and going away, passed the night in his lodging..They lighted down without the place and when they arose in the
morning, they saw a populous and goodly city, fair of seeming and great, abounding in trees and streams and fruits and wide of suburbs. So the
young man said to his sister Selma, 'Abide thou here in thy place, till I enter the city and examine it and make assay of its people and seek out a
place which we may buy and whither we may remove. If it befit us, we will take up our abode therein, else will we take counsel of departing
elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do this, trusting in the bounty of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and in His blessing.'.?Story of the Unlucky
Merchant..When Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, all who were present marvelled at that which had befallen him. Then he bade his
treasurer give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and dismissed him, charging him return on the morrow, with the rest of the folk, to hear the
history of his seventh voyage. So the porter went away to his house, rejoicing; and on the morrow he presented himself with the rest of the guests,
who sat down, as of their wont, and occupied themselves with eating and drinking and merry-making till the end of the day, when their host bade
them hearken to the story of his seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the Sailor,.Would we may live together, and when we come to die, i. 47..70.
Aboulaswed and his squinting Slave-girl ccclxxxvii.Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems and verses and linked
rhymes and the twanging [of the strings of the lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she took the letter and opening it, read that which was
therein and apprehended its purport. Then she cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse,
"Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach unto thee, for that the people of the world have heard of thee and still praise thee for keenness of
wit and apprehension; so do thou return him an answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is
this that presumeth upon me with this letter? Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father the rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman,
and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it [from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the
princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.Then, in his anger, he walled up the door of the granary with clay, and by the
ordinance of God the Most High, there came a great rain and descended from the roofs of the house wherein was the wheat [so that the latter
rotted]; and needs must the merchant give the porters five hundred dirhems from his purse, so they should carry it forth and cast it without the city,
for that the smell of it was noisome. So his friend said to him, 'How often did I tell thee thou hadst no luck in wheat? But thou wouldst not give ear
to my speech, and now it behoveth thee to go to the astrologer and question him of thy star.' Accordingly the merchant betook himself to the
astrologer and questioned him of his star, and the astrologer said to him, 'Thy star is unpropitious. Put not thy hand to any business, for thou wilt
not prosper therein.' However, he paid no heed to the astrologer's words and said in himself, 'If I do my occasion, (103) I am not afraid of aught.'
Then he took the other part of his money, after he had spent therefrom three years, and built [therewith] a ship, which he loaded with all that
seemed good to him and all that was with him and embarked on the sea, so he might travel..Presently, as they stood by the mouth of the pit, the lion
came scrambling up the sides and would have issued forth; but, as often as he showed his head, they pelted him with stones, till they beat him down
and he fell; whereupon one of the hunters descended into the pit and despatched him and saw the boy wounded; after which he went to the cabinet,
where he found the woman dead, and indeed the lion had eaten his fill of her. Then he noted that which was therein of clothes and what not else,
and advising his fellows thereof, fell to passing the stuff up to them. Moreover, he took up the boy and bringing him forth of the pit, carried him to
their dwelling-place, where they dressed his wounds and he grew up with them, but acquainted them not with his affair; and indeed, when they
questioned him, he knew not what he should say, for that he was little, when they let him down into the pit. The hunters marvelled at his speech
and loved him with an exceeding love and one of them took him to son and abode rearing him with him [and instructing him] in hunting and riding
on horseback, till he attained the age of twelve and became a champion, going forth with the folk to the chase and to the stopping of the way..They
knew him forthright and rising to him, kissed his hands and rejoiced in him and said to him, 'O our lord, in good sooth, thou art a king and the son
of a king, and we desire thee nought but good and beseech [God to grant] thee continuance. Consider how God hath rescued thee from this thy
wicked uncle, who sent thee to a place whence none came ever off alive, purposing not in this but thy destruction; and indeed thou fellest into [peril
of] death and God delivered thee therefrom. So how wilt thou return and cast thyself again into thine enemy's hand? By Allah, save thyself and
return not to him again. Belike thou shall abide upon the face of the earth till it please God the Most High [to vouchsafe thee relief]; but, if thou fall
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again into his hand, he will not suffer thee live a single hour.'.? ? ? ? ? I shut myself up with my love; no spy betwixt us was; We feared no enemies'
despite, no envious neighbour's hate..The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, ii. 224..Then he sat down again upon the throne of
his kingship, whilst the vizier stood before him, and they returned to their former estate, but they had nought of the [goods of the world]. So the
king said to his vizier, 'How shall we avail to abide in this city, and we in this state of poverty?' And he answered, 'Be at thine ease and have no
concern.' Then he singled out one of the soldiers (255) and said to him, 'Send us thy service (256) for the year.' Now there were in the city fifty
thousand subjects (257) and in the hamlets and villages a like number; and the vizier sent to each of these, saying, 'Let each of you get an egg and
lay it under a hen.' So they did this and it was neither burden nor grievance to them..? ? ? ? ? Thou layst on me a load too great to bear, and thus
thou dost But that my burdens I may bind and so towards thee fare..? ? ? ? ? Be patient under its calamities, For all things have an issue soon or
late..93. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil dclxxxiii.? ? ? ? ? O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, Give ear unto my words and verses
thereanent..? ? ? ? ? z. The King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth and God restored them to him dccccxix.Meanwhile, Aboulhusn gave not
over snoring in his sleep, till the day broke and the rising of the sun drew near, when a waiting-woman came up to him and said to him, "O our lord
[it is the hour of] the morning- prayer." When he heard the girl's words, he laughed and opening his eyes, turned them about the place and found
himself in an apartment the walls whereof were painted with gold and ultramarine and its ceiling starred with red gold. Around it were
sleeping-chambers, with curtains of gold-embroidered silk let down over their doors, and all about vessels of gold and porcelain and crystal and
furniture and carpets spread and lamps burning before the prayer-niche and slave-girls and eunuchs and white slaves and black slaves and boys and
pages and attendants. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and said, "By Allah, either I am dreaming, or this is Paradise and the Abode
of Peace!" (18) And he shut his eyes and went to sleep again. Quoth the waiting-woman, "O my lord, this is not of thy wont, O Commander of the
Faithful!".Then she took leave of the princess and veiling her face, disguised herself; (30) after which she mounted the mule and sallying forth,
went round about seeking her lord in the thoroughfares of Baghdad three days' space, but lit on no tidings of him; and on the fourth day, she rode
forth without the city. Now it was the noontide hour and great was the heat, and she was aweary and thirst waxed upon her. Presently, she came to
the mosque, wherein the young Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down at the door, said to the old man, [the Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou
a draught of cold water? Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he, "[Come up] with me into my house." So he carried her up into his
lodging and spreading her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after which he brought her cold water and she drank and said to the eunuch,
"Go thy ways with the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So he went away] and she slept and rested herself..? ? ? ? ? And if a
creature in his tears could swim, as in a sea, I to do this of all that breathe were surely first and sole..?Story of the Merchant and His
Sons..Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of King, i. 150..? ? ? ? ? O breeze of heaven, from me a charge I prithee take And do not thou betray the
troth of my despair;.Then they ate and the tables were removed and they washed their hands; after which Iblis the Accursed came up to Tuhfeh and
said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, thou gladdenest the place and with thy presence enlightenest and embellishest it; but now fain would these kings
hear somewhat of thy singing, for the night hath spread its wings for departure and there abideth thereof but a little.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and
obedience.' So she took the lute and touching its strings on rare wise, played thereon after a wondrous fashion, so that it seemed to those who were
present as if the palace stirred with them for the music. Then she fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.Behold, I am clad in a robe of
leaves green, ii. 242..? ? ? ? ? The road of right thou hast made straight, that erst was crooked grown; Yea, for its path of old had fall'n to ruin and
decay..Seventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 150..? ? ? ? ? p. The Man who saw the Night of Power dccccxciii.The eunuch fell a-weeping in the pit and
the youth said to him, 'What is this weeping and what shall it profit here?' Quoth the eunuch, 'I weep not for fear of death, but of pity for thee and
the sorriness of thy case and because of thy mother's heart and for that which thou hast suffered of horrors and that thy death should be this abject
death, after the endurance of all manner stresses.' But the youth said, 'That which hath betided me was forewrit to me and that which is written none
hath power to efface; and if my term be advanced, none may avail to defer it.' (136) Then they passed that night and the following day and the next
night and the next day [in the pit], till they were weak with hunger and came near upon death and could but groan feebly..? ? ? ? ? I clipped her
(118) in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent Of a fresh branch that had been reared in affluence and content..So saying, he spat in
her face and went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no answer, knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech.
Then she humbled herself in supplication to God the Most High and said, 'O God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts
and the inward' If an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it not be deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she
passed some days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore meat and drink and sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying
[in himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my
heart will not suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he
might look into the affair..God judge betwixt me and her lord! Away, i. 48..? ? ? ? ? Whenas thou passest by the dwellings of my love, Greet him
for me with peace, a greeting debonair,.? ? ? ? ? She came in robes of green, the likeness of the leaf That the pomegranate's flower doth in the bud
encase..So El Aziz sent after his son and acquainted him with that which had passed; whereupon El Abbas called for four-and-twenty males and
half a score horses [and as many camels] and loaded the mules with pieces of silk and rags of leather and boxes of camphor and musk and the
camels [and horses] with chests of gold and silver. Moreover, he took the richest of the stuffs and wrapping them in pieces of gold-striped silk, laid
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them on the heads of porters, and they fared on with the treasures till they reached the King of Baghdad's palace, whereupon all who were present
dismounted in honour of El Abbas and escorting him to the presence of King Ins ben Cais, displayed unto the latter all that they had with them of
things of price. The king bade carry all this into the harem and sent for the Cadis and the witnesses, who drew up the contract and married Mariyeh
to Prince El Abbas, whereupon the latter commanded to [slaughter] a thousand head of sheep and five hundred buffaloes. So they made the
bride-feast and bade thereto all the tribes of the Arabs, Bedouins and townsfolk, and the tables abode spread for the space of ten days..? ? ? ? ? a.
The King and his Vizier's Wife dlxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight to me
gladness doth bring and banisheth sorrow and bale;.? ? ? ? ? Though they their journey's goal, alas I have hidden, in their track Still will I follow on
until the very planets wane..When she came to Alaeddin's shop, she sat down thereat and said to him, "May the day be blessed to thee, O my lord
Alaeddin! God prosper thee and be good to thee and accomplish thy gladness and make it a wedding of weal and content!" He knitted his brows
and frowned in answer to her; then said he to her, "Tell me, how have I failed of thy due, or what have I done to injure thee, that thou shouldst play
me this trick?" Quoth she, "Thou hast no wise offended against me; but this inscription that is written on the door of thy shop irketh me and vexeth
my heart. If thou wilt change it and write up the contrary thereof, I will deliver thee from thy predicament." And he answered, "This that thou
seekest is easy. On my head and eyes be it." So saying, he brought out a ducat (264) and calling one of his mamelukes, said to him, "Get thee to
such an one the scribe and bid him write us an inscription, adorned with gold and ultramarine, in these words, to wit, 'THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT
WOMEN'S CRAFT, FOR THAT INDEED THEIR CRAFT IS A MIGHTY CRAFT AND OVERCOMETH AND HUMBLETH THE FABLES
(265) OF MEN.'" And she said to the servant, "Go forthright.".121. The Devout Platter-maker and his Wife cccclxviii.Unto its pristine lustre your
land returned and more, iii. 132..Presently, the princess turned to her maid and bade her fetch them somewhat of food and sweetmeats and dessert
and fruits. So Shefikeh brought what she desired and they ate and drank [and abode on this wise] without lewdness, till the night departed and the
day came. Then said El Abbas, "Indeed, the day is come. Shall I go to my father and bid him go to thy father and seek thee of him in marriage for
me, in accordance with the Book of God the Most High and the Institutes of His Apostle (whom may He bless and keep!) so we may not enter into
transgression?" And Mariyeh answered, saying, "By Allah, it is well counselled of thee!" So he went away to his lodging and nought befell
between them; and when the day lightened, she improvised and recited the following verses:.Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath
done away from thee that which irked thee and that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said, "Never again will I take thee to boon-companion or
sitting-mate; for the byword saith, 'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be upon him.' And thou, O my brother,
nevermore will I entertain thee nor use companionship with thee, for that I have not found thy commerce propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif
blandished him and conjured him, redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject not the guest," till Aboulhusn took him and
[carrying him home], brought him into the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in speech. Then he told him all that had
befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food and bringing the wine-tray,
filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy slave and let not that which I am
about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed, neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.Then she charged her husband keep watch over
the thief, till she should return, and repairing to his wife, acquainted her with his case and told her that her husband the thief had been taken and had
compounded for his release, at the price of seven hundred dirhems, and named to her the token. So she gave her the money and she took it and
returned to her house. By this time, the dawn had broken; so she let the thief go his way, and when he went out, she said to him, 'O my dear one,
when shall I see thee come and take the treasure?' 'O indebted one,' answered he, 'when thou needest other seven hundred dirhems, wherewithal to
amend thy case and that of thy children and to discharge thy debts.' And he went out, hardly believing in his deliverance from her. Nor," added the
vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the three men and our Lord Jesus.".King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..Kings
and the Vizier's Daughters, The Two, iii. 145..So he left him for dead and entering his brother's chamber, saw him asleep, with the damsel by his
side, and thought to slay her, but said in himself, 'I will leave the damsel for myself.' Then he went up to his brother and cutting his throat, severed
his head from his body, after which he left him and went away. Therewithal the world was straitened upon him and his life was a light matter to
him and he sought his father Suleiman Shah's lodging, that he might slay him, but could not win to him. So he went forth from the palace and hid
himself in the city till the morrow, when he repaired to one of his father's strengths and fortified himself therein..?STORY OF THE OLD
WOMAN, THE MERCHANT AND THE KING..On the morrow, he repaired to the druggist, who saluted him and came to meet him and rejoiced
in him and smiled in his face, deeming his wife innocent. Then he questioned him of his yesterday's case and he told him how he had fared, saying,
'O my brother, when the cuckold knocked at the door, I would have entered the chest; but his wife forbade me and rolled me up in the rug. The man
entered and thought of nothing but the chest; so he broke it open and abode as he were a madman, going up and coming down. Then he went his
way and I came out and we abode on our wonted case till eventide, when she gave me this shirt of her husband's; and behold, I am going to her.'.? ?
? ? ? Haste not to that thou dost desire, for haste is still unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy reckonest;.Marriage to the Poor Old Man,
The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? Yet, I conjure thee, blame me not for passion and desire, Me whom estrangement
long hath brought to sick and sorry plight..So, when they had made an end of eating and drinking, the young man asked his host for the story, and
he said, 'Know that in my youth I was even as thou seest me in the matter of loathliness and foul favour; and I had brethren of the comeliest of the
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folk; wherefore my father preferred them over me and used to show them kindness, to my exclusion, and employ me, in their room [in menial
service], like as one employeth slaves. One day, a she-camel of his went astray and he said to me, "Go thou forth in quest of her and return not but
with her." Quoth I, "Send other than I of thy sons." But he would not consent to this and reviled me and insisted upon me, till the matter came to
such a pass with him that he took a whip and fell to beating me. So I arose and taking a riding-camel, mounted her and sallied forth at a venture,
purposing to go out into the deserts and return to him no more. I fared on all my night [and the next day] and coming at eventide to [the
encampment of] this my wife's people, alighted down with her father, who was a very old man, and became his guest..Officer's Story, The Second,
ii. 134..EL MAMOUN AND ZUBEIDEH (163).?STORY OF THE KING OF HIND AND HIS VIZIER..? ? ? ? ? The world is upon me all
desolate grown. Alack, my long grief and forlornness! Who knows.?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..The master of police held his hand from
him, saying, "Belike he is of the kinsmen of the Commander of the Faithful," and said to the second, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of
him whose rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it descend (76) one day, it will assuredly return [to its former height]; thou seest the folk [crowd] in
troops to the light of his fire, some standing around it and some sitting." So the master of the police refrained from slaying him and said to the third,
"Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him who plungeth through the ranks (77) with his might and correcteth (78) them with the sword, (79)
so that they stand straight; (80) his feet are not loosed from the stirrup, (81) whenas the horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So the master of
police held his hand from him also, saying, "Belike, he is the son of a champion of the Arabs.".? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Taj el Mulouk and the Princess
Dunya cvii.? ? ? ? ? Were my affliction thine, love's anguish hadst thou dreed And in the flaming hell of long estrangement sighed..Now the king
was a very old man and destiny decreed the ending of his term of life; so he died and when he was buried, the folk assembled and many were the
sayings of the people and of the king's kinsfolk and officers, and they took counsel together to slay the princess and the young pilgrim, saying, 'This
fellow dishonoureth us with yonder strumpet and none accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they fell upon them and slew the princess, without
questioning her of aught; whereupon the pious woman (whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out on ye, O misbelievers I Ye have slain the
pious lady.' Quoth they, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, dost thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she loved thee, and we will slay thee without
mercy.' 'God forbid!' answered she, 'Indeed, the affair is the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of that?' asked they, and she said, 'Bring me
women.' So they brought her women, and when they looked on her, they found her a woman..Thiefs Story, The, ii. 165..? ? ? ? ? Persist not on my
weakliness with thy disdain nor be Treason and breach of love its troth to thee attributed;.When Aamir heard his lord's verses, he knew that he was
a slave of love [and that she of whom he was enamoured abode] in Baghdad. Then they fared on night and day, traversing plains and stony wastes,
till they came in sight of Baghdad and lighted down in its suburbs (66) and lay the night there. When they arose in the morning, they removed to
the bank of the Tigris and there they encamped and sojourned three days..? ? ? ? ? I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display A book
that came to teach the Truth to those in error's way..Now the king's vizier had two daughters, own sisters, the elder of whom had read books and
made herself mistress of [all] sciences and studied the writings of the sages and the histories of the boon-companions, (160) and she was possessed
of abundant wit and knowledge galore and surpassing apprehension. She heard that which the folk suffered from the king and his despiteous usage
of their children; whereupon compassion gat hold upon her for them and jealousy and she besought God the Most High that He would bring the
king to renounce that his heresy, (161) and God answered her prayer. Then she took counsel with her younger sister and said to her, 'I mean to
contrive somewhat for the liberation of the people's children; and it is that I will go up to the king [and offer myself to him], and when I come to his
presence, I will seek thee. When thou comest in to me and the king hath done his occasion [of me], do thou say to me, 'O my sister, let me hear and
let the king hear a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the waking hours of our night, till we take leave of each other.' 'It is
well,' answered the other. 'Surely this contrivance will deter the king from his heresy and thou shalt be requited with exceeding favour and
abounding recompense in the world to come, for that indeed thou adventurest thyself and wilt either perish or attain to thy desire.'.70. Khusrau and
Shirin and the Fisherman dclvi.? ? ? ? ? e. Story of the Portress lxvii.So they made ready his affair and the king conferred on him a dress of honour,
and he took with him a present and a letter under the king's hand and setting out, fared on till he came to the [capital] city of Turkestan. When the
king of the Turks knew of his coming, he despatched his officers to receive him and entreated him with honour and lodged him as befitted his rank.
Then he entertained him three days, after which he summoned him to his presence and Abou Temam went in to him and prostrating himself before
him, as beseemeth unto kings, laid the present before him and gave him the letter..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dcxxviii.? ? ? ? ? I
wonder, shall I and the friend who's far from me Once more be granted of Fate to meet, we twain!.When she had made an end of her song, all who
were in the assembly wept for the daintiness of her speech and the sweetness of her voice and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O Merziyeh I
Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with the goodliness of thy verses and the elegance of thy speech." All this while Shefikeh abode gazing upon her,
and when she beheld El Abbas his slave-girls and considered the goodliness of their apparel and the nimbleness of their wits and the elegance of
their speech, her reason was confounded. Then she sought leave of El Abbas and returning to her mistress Mariyeh, without letter or answer,
acquainted her with his case and that wherein he was of puissance and delight and majesty and venerance and loftiness of rank. Moreover, she told
her what she had seen of the slave-girls and their circumstance and that which they had said and how they had made El Abbas desireful of returning
to his own country by the recitation of verses to the sound of the strings..? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dccccii.? ? ? ? ? "Be thou not
hard of heart," quoth I. Had ye but deigned To visit me in dreams, I had been satisfied..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the monks, for on the Day of Palms a fawn
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there was Among the servants of the church, a loveling blithe and gay..Quintessence of Things, The King who knew the, i. 230..? ? ? ? ? The eyes
of lovely women are likened unto me; Indeed, amongst the gardens I open many an eye..When she came in sight of the folk, they kissed the earth
before her and she said to them, 'Tell me what hath betided Queen Tuhfeh from yonder dog Meimoun and why did ye not send to me and tell me?'
Quoth they, 'And who was this dog that we should send to thee, on his account? Indeed, he was the least and meanest [of the Jinn].' Then they told
her what Kemeriyeh and her sisters had done and how they had practised upon Meimoun and delivered Tuhfeh from his hand, fearing lest he
should slay her, whenas he found himself discomfited; and she said, 'By Allah, the accursed one was wont to prolong his looking upon her!' And
Tuhfeh fell to kissing Queen Es Shuhba's hand, whilst the latter strained her to her bosom and kissed her, saying, 'Trouble is past; so rejoice in
assurance of relief.'.Daughter of the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who married his Fair, i. 247..Druggist, The Singer and the, i. 229..71. Yehya ben
Khalid and the Poor Man dclvi.72. Haroun er Reshid and the three Girls ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? l. The Twelfth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.? ? ? ? ? The
starry arrows of her looks she darts above her veil; They hit and never miss the mark, though from afar they fare..? ? ? ? ? So fell and fierce my
stroke is, if on a mountain high It lit, though all of granite, right through its midst 'twould shear..Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is safe from the
calamities of fortune and the vicissitudes of time, and [in proof of this], I will relate unto thee yet another story still rarer and more extraordinary
than this. Know, O King, that one said to me, 'A friend of mine, a merchant, told me the following story. Quoth he,.When King El Aziz heard the
damsel's song, her speech and her verses pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily, these damsels are weary with long versifying, and
indeed they make us yearn after the dwellings and the homesteads with the goodliness of their songs. Indeed, these five have adorned our assembly
with the excellence of their melodies and have done well in that which they have said before those who are present; wherefore we counsel thee to
enfranchise them for the love of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas, "There is no commandment but thy commandment;" and he enfranchised
the ten damsels in the assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of the king and his son and prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to God the
Most High. Then they put off that which was upon them of ornaments and laying aside the lutes [and other] instruments of music, clave to their
houses, veiled, and went not forth. (144).? ? ? ? ? Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, My longing waxed and pain
and woe redoubled on my head..Accordingly, the servant carried this message to the lieutenant of police, who was standing at the assessor's door,
and he said, "This is reasonable." Then said [the assessor] to the servant, "Harkye, O eunuch! Go and fetch us such an one the notary;" for that he
was his friend [and it was he whose name he had forged as the drawer-up of the contract]. So the lieutenant of police sent after him and fetched him
to the assessor, who, when he saw him, said to him, "Get thee to such an one, her with whom thou marriedst me, and cry out upon her, and when
she cometh to thee, demand of her the contract and take it from her and bring it to us." And he signed to him, as who should say, "Bear me out in
the lie and screen me, for that she is a strange woman and I am in fear of the lieutenant of police who standeth at the door; and we beseech God the
Most High to screen us and you from the trouble of this world. Amen.".When the evening evened, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell
the [promised] story. So he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.?THE NINTH OFFICER'S STORY..There abode once, of old days and in bygone
ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, and he had boon-companions and story-tellers, to
entertain him by night Among his boon-companions was a man called Abdallah ben Nan, who was high in favour with him and dear unto him, so
that he was not forgetful of him a single hour. Now it befell, by the ordinance of destiny, that it became manifest to Abdallah that he was grown of
little account with the Khalif and that he paid no heed unto him; nor, if he absented himself, did he enquire concerning him, as had been his wont.
This was grievous to Abdallah and he said in himself, "Verily, the heart of the Commander of the Faithful and his fashions are changed towards me
and nevermore shall I get of him that cordiality wherewith he was wont to entreat me." And this was distressful to him and concern waxed upon
him, so that he recited the following verses:.166. Aboulhusn of Khorassan dcccclix.Then he went on and presently there met him a third
woodcutter and he said to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when I enter the city; or take of me four
danics (246) [now].' Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but the old man said to him, 'Take of him the four danics presently, for it is easy to take and
hard to restore.' 'By Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he arose and went on, crying out, at the top of his voice and saying, 'I have no power
to-day [to do evil].' Then he put off his clothes and went forth wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story
more extraordinary than that of the thief who believed the woman and sought refuge with God against falling in with her like, by reason of her
cunning contrivance for herself.".57. Werdan the Butcher's Adventure with the Lady and the Bear cccliii.? ? ? ? ? On the dear nights of union, in
you was our joy, But afflicted were we since ye bade us adieu..When God caused the morning morrow, the two armies drew out in battle array and
the troops stood looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad between the two lines and played with his lance and cried out and
recited the following verses:.33. Ali the Persian and the Kurd Sharper ccxciv.Cairo (The Merchant of) and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun
El Hakim bi Amrillah, iii. 171..Some days after this, as I stood at the door of my house, there came up to me a young man, with a chain about his
neck and with him a trooper, and he said to me, "O my lord, charity for the love of God!" Quoth I, "God open!" (147) and he looked at me a long
while and said, "That which thou shouldst give me would not come to the value of thy turban or thy waistcloth or what not else of thy raiment, to
say nothing of the gold and the silver that was about thee." "How so?" asked I, and he said, "On such a night, when thou fellest into peril and the
thieves would have stripped thee, I was with them and said to them, 'Yonder man is my lord and my master who reared me.' So was I the cause of
thy deliverance and thus I saved thee from them." When I heard this, I said to him, "Stop;" and entering my house, brought him that which God the
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Most High made easy [to me]. (148) So he went his way. And this is my story.'.Then said she to me, "To-morrow morning, when Amin el Hukm
cometh, have patience with him till he have made an end of his speech, and when he is silent, return him no answer; and if the prefect say to thee,
'What ailest thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O lord, know that the two words are not alike, but there is no [helper] for him who is
undermost (101), save God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will say, 'What is the meaning of thy saying," The two words are not alike"?' And do
thou make answer, saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel from the palace of the Sultan, and most like some losel of thy household hath
transgressed against her or she hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were on her jewels and raiment worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou
put those who are with thee of slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst assuredly lit on some traces [of the crime].' When he heareth this
from thee, his agitation will redouble and he will be confounded and will swear that needs must thou go with him to his house; but do thou say,
'That will I not do, for that I am the party aggrieved, more by token that I am under suspicion with thee.' If he redouble in calling [on God for aid]
and conjure thee by the oath of divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say, 'By Allah, I will not go, except the prefect come also.'.? ? ? ?
? Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, Midmost its leafage, covered all with green..It chanced one night that the king sallied forth without
the city and drank and the wine got the mastery of him and he became drunken. So, of the youth's fearfulness for him, he said, 'I will keep watch
myself over the king this night, seeing that he deserveth this from me, for that which he hath wrought with me of kindnesses.' So he arose forthright
and drawing his sword, stationed himself at the door of the king's pavilion. Now one of the royal servants saw him standing there, with the drawn
sword in his hand, and he was of those who envied him his favour with the king; so he said to him, 'Why dost thou on this wise at this season and in
the like of this place?' Quoth the youth, 'I am keeping watch over the king myself, in requital of his bounties to me.'.? ? ? ? ? They have forbid their
image to visit me in sleep; So even my nightly phantom forsaketh me, heigho!.When the banquet was ended and the folk had dispersed, the king
said to El Abbas, "I would fain have thee [abide] with me and I will buy thee a house, so haply we may requite thee the high services for which we
are beholden to thee; for indeed thy due is imperative [upon us] and thy worth is magnified in our eyes; and indeed we have fallen short of thy due
in the matter of distance." (83) When the prince heard the king's speech, he rose and sat down (84) and kissing the earth, returned thanks for his
bounty and said, "I am the king's servant, wheresoever I may be, and under his eye." Then he recounted to him the story of the merchant and the
manner of the buying of the house, and the king said, "Indeed, I would fain have had thee with me and in my neighbourhood.".Tenth Officer's
Story, The, ii. 172.[When] Hudheifeh [saw him], he cried out to him, saying, "Haste thee not, O youth! Who art thou of the folk?" And he
answered, "I am Saad [ibn] el Wakidi, commander of the host of King Ins, and but that thou vauntedst thyself in challenging me, I had not come
forth to thee; for that thou art not of my peers neither art counted equal to me in prowess and canst not avail against my onslaught. Wherefore
prepare thee for departure, (73) seeing that there abideth but a little of thy life." When Hudheifeh heard this his speech, he threw himself backward,
(74) as if in mockery of him, whereat El Abbas was wroth and called out to him, saying, "O Hudheifeh, guard thyself against me." Then he rushed
upon him, as he were a swooper of the Jinn, (75) and Hudheifeh met him and they wheeled about a long while..So she hastened to admit the
eunuch, who entered; and when he saw the Commander of the Faithful, he saluted not neither kissed the earth, but said, 'Quick, quick! Arise in
haste! My lady Tuhfeh sitteth in her chamber, singing a goodly ditty. Come to her in haste and see all that I say to thee! Hasten! She sitteth [in her
chamber].' The Khalif was amazed at his speech and said to him, 'What sayst thou?' 'Didst thou not hear the first of the speech?' replied the eunuch.
'Tuhfeh sitteth in the sleeping-chamber, singing and playing the lute. Come thy quickliest! Hasten!' So Er Reshid arose and donned his clothes; but
he credited not the eunuch's words and said to him, 'Out on thee! What is this thou sayst? Hast thou not seen this in a dream?' 'By Allah,' answered
the eunuch, 'I know not what thou sayest, and I was not asleep.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'If thy speech be true, it shall be for thy good luck, for I will
enfranchise thee and give thee a thousand dinars; but, if it be untrue and thou have seen this in sleep, I will crucify thee.' And the eunuch said in
himself, 'O Protector, (250) let me not have seen this in Sleep!' Then he left the Khalif and going to the chamber-door, heard the sound of singing
and lute-playing; whereupon he returned to Er Reshid and said to him, 'Go and hearken and see who is asleep.'.Then I bought of the best and finest
of the produce and rarities of the country and all I had a mind to and a good hackney (221) and we set out again and traversed the deserts from
country to country till we came to Baghdad. Then I went in to the Khalif and saluted him and kissed his hand; after which I acquainted him with all
that had passed and that which had befallen me. He rejoiced in my deliverance and thanked God the Most High; then he caused write my story in
letters of gold and I betook myself to my house and foregathered with my brethren and family. This, then," added Sindbad, "is the last of that which
befell me in my travels, and praise be to God, the One, the Creator, the Maker!".The company marvelled at this story and the ninth officer came
forward and said, 'I will tell you a right goodly story I heard at a wedding..After he had slain him, he fell into repentance and mourning and chagrin
waxed upon him, and none, who questioned him, would he acquaint with the cause thereof, nor, of his love for his wife, did he tell her of this, and
whenas she asked him of [the cause of] his grief, he answered her not. When the viziers knew of Abou Temam's death, they rejoiced with an
exceeding joy and knew that the king's grief arose from regret for him. As for Ilan Shah, he used, after this, to betake himself by night to the
sleeping-chamber of the two boys and spy upon them, so he might hear what they said concerning his wife. As he stood one night privily at the
door of their chamber, he saw them spread out the gold before them and play with it and heard one of them say, 'Out on us! What doth this gold
profit us? For that we cannot buy aught therewith neither spend it upon ourselves. Nay, but we have sinned against Abou Temam and done him to
death unjustly.' And the other answered, 'Had we known that the king would presently kill him, we had not done what we did.'.How long shall I
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thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? iii. 42..JAAFER BEN YEHYA AND ABDULMEILIK BEN SALIH THE ABBASIDE. (144).? ? ?
? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman dccccxviii.? ? ? ? ? v. The House with the Belvedere dxcviii.When the merchants saw him, they accosted him and
said, "O youth, wilt thou not open thy shop?" As they were bespeaking him, up came a woman, having with her a boy, bareheaded, and [stood]
looking at El Abbas, till he turned to her, when she said to him, "O youth, I conjure thee by Allah, look at this boy and have pity on him, for that his
father hath forgotten his cap in the shop [he lost to thee]; so if thou will well to give it to him, thy reward be with God! For indeed the child maketh
our hearts ache with his much weeping, and God be witness for us that, were there left us aught wherewithal to buy him a cap in its stead, we had
not sought it of thee." "O adornment of womankind," replied El Abbas, "indeed, thou bespeakest me with thy fair speech and supplicatest me with
thy goodly words ...But bring me thy husband." So she went and fetched the merchant, whilst the folk assembled to see what El Abbas would do.
When the man came, he returned him the gold he had won of him, all and part, and delivered him the keys of the shop, saying, "Requite us with thy
pious prayers."Therewithal the woman came up to him and kissed his feet, and on like wise did the merchant her husband; and all who were present
blessed him, and there was no talk but of El Abbas..Presently, the king [of the city] was minded to go forth to his garden, (206) a-pleasuring, and
bade the cook forego him thither and appoint in his stead one who should dress meat for the king, so that, when he returned, he might find it ready.
So the cook fell a-considering of whom he should appoint and was bewildered concerning his affair. As he was on this wise, the old man came to
him and seeing him perplexed how he should do, said to him, 'Tell me what is in thy mind; belike, I may avail to relieve thee.' So he acquainted
him with the king's wishes and he said, 'Have no care for this, but leave me one of the serving-men and go thou in peace and surety, for I will
suffice thee of this.' So the cook departed with the king, after he had brought the old man what he needed and left him a man of the guards..I saw
thee, O thou best of all the human race, display, i. 46..Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the Khalif El Maraoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The,
iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? Whenas my sisters dear forsake me, grieved that they Must leave their native place and far away must hie,.On this wise he
continued to do for the space of a whole year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge, according to his custom, expecting who should come to him, so
he might take him and pass the night with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in
merchants' habits] as of their wont. So he looked at them and rising up, for that he knew them not, said to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me
to my dwelling-place, so ye may eat what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the platter (8) and meat cooked and wine
clarified?" The Khalif refused this, but he conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O my lord, go with me, for thou art my guest this night, and
disappoint not my expectation concerning thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he consented to him; whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on
before him, gave not over talking with him till they came to his [house and he carried the Khalif into the] saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his
servant abide at the door; and as soon as he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate, and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating
might be pleasant to him. Then he removed the tray and they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the
drinking vessels and seating himself by his side, fell to filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him with discourse..When the queen heard
the last of the talk, she said to the cook, 'The judgment between you shall not be but in accordance with justice.' Then she dismissed all those who
were present and turning to her brother, said to him, 'Indeed thy soothfastness is established with me and the truth of thy speech, and praised be
God who hath brought about union between thee and thy wife! So now begone with her to thy country and leave [seeking] thy sister Selma and
depart in peace.' But Selim answered, saying, 'By Allah, by the virtue of the All-knowing King, I will not turn back from seeking my sister till I die
or find her, if it please God the Most High!' Then he called his sister to mind and broke out with the following verses from a heart endolored,
afflicted, disappointed, saying:.? ? ? ? ? Yea, in the night the thought of you still slays me; Hidden are my traces from the wise men's sight,.? ? ? ? ?
b, The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dcccclxxx.Then she drank three cups and filling the old man other three, sang the following verses:.So,
when they entered with the folk and had prostrated themselves before the king and given him joy and he had raised their rank, [they sat down].
Now it was the custom of the folk to salute and go forth, so, when they sat down, the king knew that they had a word that they would fain say. So
he turned to them and said, "Ask your need." And the viziers also were present. Accordingly, they bespoke him with all that these latter had taught
them and the viziers also spoke with them; and Azadbekht said to them, "O folk, I know that this your speech, there is no doubt of it, proceedeth
from love and loyal counsel to me, and ye know that, were I minded to slay half these folk, I could avail to put them to death and this would not be
difficult to me; so how shall I not slay this youth and he in my power and under the grip of my hand? Indeed, his crime is manifest and he hath
incurred pain of death and I have only deferred his slaughter by reason of the greatness of the offence; for, if I do this with him and my proof
against him be strengthened, my heart is healed and the heart of the folk; and if I slay him not to-day, his slaughter shall not escape me
to-morrow.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? xa. The Old Woman and the Draper's Wife dccccxvii.? ? ? ? ? Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou didst
excite, And with estrangement now, alas! heap'st sorrows on my spright..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son. dcccclxxx
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